ERIN + ANDREW

our note to you

hello

S O N I C E T O “M E E T ” Y O U
Hi there! We are Erin and Andrew. We want to begin by expressing how unbelievably
grateful we are that you are taking time to get to know us. While you are considering
your options for you and your child at this time, we recognize you are faced with making
an incredibly tough decision. There is no way we can pretend to understand what you are
going through, or what it is like to walk in your shoes during this season of your life, but
we hope you find love and comfort through our story.
While we never imagined this would be our path to parenthood, we are beyond excited
to grow our family through adoption. We have always desired to be parents, therefore
we are embracing every step of adoption and are completely committed to this journey.
Though there have been many ups and downs that our life took to get here, we know in
our hearts adoption is the way we are meant to start our family.
While you are getting to know us, we want you to know that we support and respect
your choices. We understand that you know what is right for you and your child. We
are beyond humbled that you are considering us and are honored to be a piece of your
journey. We are sending you peace and comfort, and we hope our love shines through as
you get to know us.

W I T H L O V E A N D S U P P O R T,

Erin & Andrew
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“We know in
our hearts
adoption is the
way we are
meant to start
our family. ”

3

our story

Our story together began as high school sweethearts. We met on the first day of freshman
year and have been inseparable ever since! After high school, we went on to study at
the same university where I (Erin) graduated with a degree in middle school science and
social studies education and Andrew graduated with a degree in fire, arson, and explosion
investigations. In April 2013, while still in college, we decided to go hiking one afternoon
and Andrew surprised me by proposing at the overlook point on top. Of course, I said yes!
About a year later, we got married surrounded by friends and family.
Being together since we were teenagers (over 13 years!) means we have grown together
in so many ways. Together we navigated high school, college, getting our first jobs, moving
to a new state, and wanting to start a family. We have adapted and grown together,
always loving and supporting one another. Marriage has taught us that through all of life’s
unpredictability, the one thing that will remain steady is our love for each other. Through
good times and hard times, we have learned to lean on each other, laugh together, and
realize there is nothing we can’t overcome.
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“I LOVE ERIN’S
DEDICATION. SHE IS
PASSIONATE AND
HAS SO MUCH LOVE
TO GIVE.” - ANDREW

“I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DRAWN
TO ANDREW’S SENSE OF HUMOR
AND THE WAY HE MAKES ME FEEL
GROUNDED AND COMFORTED. HE
MAKES ME FEEL SPECIAL EVERY
5
DAY!” - ERIN

our life together
We love doing life together! We are two very different people with very different
personalities, but we know this is what balances us out and strengthens our relationship.
With each year and new experience we face together, we continue to grow closer and
closer and have really learned to communicate what we want from each other.
In our free time, we love to go hiking, go to sporting events (baseball, basketball,
football, golf tournaments), try different restaurants around town, relax in our backyard
with a fire while making s’mores, and take walks with our dog. As much as we love
hanging out with our friends, meeting new people, and going and doing new things, we
also love to just stay at home and have quiet nights together. We love to find something
to cook at home and hang out on the couch just being with each other. We also really
love to travel and see new places. I (Andrew) love the lake and mountains, and Erin
really loves the beach, so we do a good job of balancing those two out.
With so much history between us, we are beyond excited to see what our future holds!
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“With each year and
new experience we face
together, we continue to
grow closer and closer
and have really learned to
communicate what
we want from each
other.”
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why we are adopting
Our journey into parenthood began with the difficulty of infertility issues.
We unsuccessfully went through IVF for a little over a year. After deciding that IVF
was no longer the route we were meant to take, we decided to pursue adoption. As soon
as we committed to adoption we instantly felt like a HUGE weight was lifted off our
shoulders. Even though we know adoption is not the easy route, we feel much more
hopeful and really feel like this is the journey we are meant to be on to start our family.
We know that adoption will bring us the child we were always meant to have, and we
know that this will fulfill a huge void in our life. We can’t wait to become parents!
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“WE KNOW THAT ADOPTION WILL
BRING US THE CHILD WE WERE
ALWAYS MEANT TO HAVE, AND WE
KNOW THAT THIS WILL FULFILL A
HUGE VOID IN OUR LIFE. WE CAN’T
WAIT TO BECOME PARENTS!”
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Meet Erin

I grew up in Kentucky with both of my parents
and my younger sister. Growing up, I enjoyed
reading, playing sports, going on family
vacations, and playing with the other kids in
our neighborhood.
I am currently a high school science teacher
and love working with kids of all ages, helping
nurture them and building their confidence.
When a child joins our family, I will take

maternity leave and then the baby will go to
daycare until school age. A big reason I became a
teacher is so that I would be on the same schedule
as my kids, which will allow me to be home as much as
possible while still having a full time job.

I HAVE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE A MOM

I can’t wait to do all of the daily activities like dropping off
and taking my kids to school, reading them bedtime stories,
playing outside on the weekends, going to the park, taking
vacations! I love ALL holidays so I can’t wait to make memories
making cookies for Santa, dying Easter eggs, dressing up for
Halloween, making valentines...
In my free time I enjoy: reading / exercising (I love to run
and go to barre classes) / doing crossword puzzles / cooking
/ spending time outdoors / spending time with my friends /
going to get ice cream!
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F R I E N D S S AY I A M: D E P E N DA B L E

FAV O R I T E M E M O R Y: A N D R E W A N D

AND SOMEONE THEY CAN COUNT

I MOVING INTO OUR FIRST HOUSE

ON

TOGETHER

INSPIRED BY: SEEING MY STUDENTS

FAV O R I T E M O V I E: A L L T H E H A R R Y

LEARN SOMETHING THEY THOUGHT

POTTER MOVIES

THEY COULDN'T

in Andrew’s words
.

“Erin is the most loving and caring person I know. There is nothing she

wouldn’t do for the ones she loves. After 13 years together she continues
to amaze me daily. I know that her fierce loyalty to our family and friends,
kindness, and compassion are some of the many qualities that will make
her an amazing mother.”

11

w
e
r
d
n
A
t
e
Me
I grew up in Kentucky with both of my parents and
my younger brother. Growing up I enjoyed going
to the lake, camping, playing football, and
hanging out with my friends.
Today, I work as a fire investigator and
am very grateful that I have a job I enjoy.
Everyday is something new and it’s never
boring! When I am not out on a fire scene,
I get to work from home which gives me a
lot of flexibility with my schedule.
I CAN’T WAIT TO BE A DAD
I look forward to being able to share with a child all
the fun things I did growing up like going to the lake,
going on family vacations, spending time outdoors, and just
showing my kids the same love and support I was given by my parents.

F R I E N D S S AY I A M: G R E AT P E R S O N A L I T Y A N D
ALWAYS WILLING TO HAVE A GOOD TIME
FAVORITE MOVIE: TOMMY BOY
I N S P I R E D BY: P R OV I D I N G F O R MY FA M I LY
FAVORITE MEMORY: PROPOSING TO ERIN
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in Erin’s words
.

“I have never met anyone as selfless as Andrew. He is incredibly supportive and sincere in everything that he does.
I love that he finds humor in every situation. Even in tough times, he always finds a way to keep the mood light
and make me laugh. His dedication to our family, enthusiasm for fun, and loving heart will make him an amazing
father.”

In my free time I enjoy: hunting & fishing / spending
time outdoors / DIY projects around the house / sitting
around a bonfire with my family/friends / sports- football,
basketball, golf.
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our home
Our home is our favorite place to be! We live in a suburb of Charlotte, North Carolina (in South
Carolina). We are just a few miles from a major city, but get the tight knit community of a small
town. In just a couple of hours we could be at the beach or in the mountains. We built our first
home together almost 4 years ago and have loved it ever since! We have 4 bedrooms and a fenced
in backyard. When we are at home together we love to relax and spend quiet evenings in. We play
board games, watch movies, cook together, and hang out by our fire pit in the backyard.

“OUR HOME IS OUR
FAV O R I T E P L A C E T O B E !”

our neighborhood
Our neighborhood has over 1,000 homes, mostly

consisting of young families, so there are so many kids
to play and make memories with. We would consider our
neighborhood pretty diverse, kids of all backgrounds and
ages. Our neighborhood has a lot to offer. It has a huge
pool, tennis courts, playgrounds, food trucks every week,
walking trails, and outdoor movie nights for kids are just a
few things that make our neighborhood so much fun. We
are very close to schools of all levels!
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meet luke

He is super friendly and loves to play! He is pretty much like our first child, spoiled rotten and loves to
cuddle up on the couch with us. He has no idea what personal space is and always wants to be around us.

“HE HAS NO IDEA
WHAT PERSONAL
SPACE IS AND
ALWAYS WANTS TO BE
AROUND US.”
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ERIN’S

family

I am very close to my parents! They live in Kentucky
(in the town where Andrew and I grew up). I have one
sister who lives right outside of Nashville with her
wife. My sister can’t wait for Andrew and I to adopt.
She will be an amazing aunt! Andrew’s parents and
my parents live only about 5 miles from each other,
so it is super easy for us all to get together whenever
we go to visit. We love to hang out as one big family.
My grandparents (mom’s parents) live in the same
neighborhood as my parents, so we love to visit with
them as much as we can. We go back to Kentucky
about 3 times a year. When my parents visit us, we
love to go to new restaurants, go hiking, and just spend
time hanging out with each other.
THIS WILL BE THE FIRST GRANDCHILD FOR MY
PARENTS, SO THEY ARE BEYOND EXCITED TO
HAVE A GRANDCHILD TO SPOIL!
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ANDREW’S

family

My parents are both retired school teachers and live in
Kentucky. I am very close with my family and talk to
my parents every day on the phone. They have been
very supportive of Erin and me as we have been trying
to start our family for the past few years. They will be
amazing grandparents and will constantly be visiting
us. I am very close with my brother who lives in Florida
with his wife. They are going to welcome their first
child this fall, so our child will have a cousin close to
their age.
MY FAMILY LOVES TO SPEND TIME TOGETHER
EVEN THOUGH WE ALL LIVE IN DIFFERENT
STATES.

THERE

WILL

BE

MANY

FAMILY

VACATIONS AND HOLIDAYS SPENT TOGETHER.

My parents come to visit us every few months. We like
to spend time outdoors, do home renovation projects
together, and go to sporting events.
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I N O U R FA M I LY

we say “i love you” everyday
we believe in laughter & having fun
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we value experiences &
making memories

we like to go on
adventures &
discover new places
19

before you go
Once again, we can’t thank you enough for taking the time to get to know us. We are so grateful
for the opportunity to share our lives with you. Hopefully our love for fun and adventure, the love
we have for our families, and the unwavering love and support we have for each other were able
to shine through this book. We are wholeheartedly ready to become parents, and we know that
adding a child to our family will bring even more joy to our lives. Thank you for considering us in
your options during this difficult time.
I F Y O U C H O O S E T O M O V E F O R WA R D W I T H U S , W E C O M M I T T O :
•

Nurturing our child’s dreams and desires. We want nothing more than for our child to have
a fulfilling life and become the best version of themselves.

•

Providing a safe, loving, fun household. Home will be a safe space where they can make
mistakes, have fun, and feel loved.

•

Valuing education. We want the best education possible for our child so they will have all of
the opportunities available to pave the path for a successful life.

•

Honoring our child, who they are, and where they came from. We recognize our child will
have a unique story, and we will choose to honor that story.

•

Valuing morals. We want our child to understand the importance of being reliable, honest,
and taking responsibility for their actions.

•

Providing a community where they can grow. Our child will be surrounded by family and
friends and know the value of others.

Before you go, we recognize you are faced with an impossible decision during this tough
time. Through all of life’s unpredictabilities, we have learned that no matter what you may
plan for, life will always throw you a curveball. When faced with hard times, we have learned
to lean on one another and et God take the wheel. We are praying for you and sending you
love, support, and well wishes. We truly hope we get to meet you.
Love,
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Erin and Andrew

