Jerry & Michelle
Michelle is an Adoptee

We enjoy Trains, Cooking Together, and Our Cat Oliver!

So Nice To Meet You!

We believe that this likely will be one of the most loving and compassionate
actions you can take and one of the most difficult decisions you might
encounter. We will always honor your choice and make sure your child
knows that they are loved by you and us. As an adoptee, Michelle has a
unique perspective and understanding about the importance of your
relationship with your baby and us. We promise to provide a safe home and
to encourage your baby’s growth, development, and interests. Please know
that we wish you peace and strength as you move through this difficult
process, and we are keeping you in our prayers.

Thank you for taking the time to get to know us.

Highlights
Early on in our relationship, we discovered that we love singing
together. One time, when we were driving to Mt. Rainer to go
hiking, we took the backroads and sang together in the car to our
hearts’ delight for the 3-hour trip. During our adventure, “Love
Shack” came on the radio. We sang along loudly with gusto, and
with extra zest on “tin roof, rusted!” To this day, whenever we
hear that song, we think back to that trip when we were starting
to discover our feelings for each other.

Our faith teaches us to love one another, and we
do this by serving others. Every month we get
together with friends from church to make
hundreds of sandwiches for members of our
community. By the end of a session, at least one
of us is absolutely covered in jelly. We get sloppy
and silly after about a dozen loaves of bread!
The last time we got together, Jerry was getting
changed for bed and discovered peanut butter
smeared on the inside of his shirt! Your child will
experience the joy that comes from sharing their abundance with others.

Michelle was adopted as an infant, so adoption
is already a part of our family. She has a
wonderful adoptive family and a happy
childhood but always wondered about her birth
family. At 20, Michelle was reunited with her
birth mother and met her biological sister.
Shortly after meeting, Michelle and her birth
family went on a cross-country road trip, where
they strengthened their relationship. We
understand the challenges and rewards of
creating a family through adoption and hope to
cultivate a loving relationship with you!

Michelle
by Jerry
Michelle is great at making people laugh and feel at ease. While
visiting her sister’s preschool classroom, Michelle wore a big red
nose, acting as if there was nothing different while the kids were
excitedly trying to point it out to her. She kept a straight face the
entire time, never letting on that anything was out of the ordinary,
while the kids kept laughing!

Michelle is an educator at heart. Having learned how to bake
from her grandmother, Michelle decided to teach me how to
make her famous (and my favorite!) cinnamon rolls. Our favorite
part was the messy, gooey process of rolling the dough with
mounds of sugar, butter, and cinnamon, making a complete
mess of the countertop. The first time, we got more filling on the
counter than in the rolls, but they turned out delicious!

Michelle is the most generous and loving person I
know. She is passionate about expressing her
creativity by serving others. After reading about
families struggling to afford diapers, Michelle and her
sister formed an organization to make diaper cakes
for new families. On her recent birthday, Michelle
hosted a party for 12 friends, and they made more
than 20 diaper cakes to donate to the local interfaith
pantry. She made it extra fun by creating diaper-themed games. Your child will be encouraged to
explore their creativity and to use their talents to serve others.

Jerry
by Michelle

Jerry loves to share his love of reading and learning. On
our last visit with our God-twins, they specifically
requested that Uncle Jerry read a book with them. He sat
patiently, reading with them, as they guided him through a
book on Thomas the Tank Engine. Jerry asked them
questions about what they were seeing on each page to
engage them and help them develop a love of reading. The
kids were surprised to learn that Jerry already knew the
names of Thomas and all his friends!

Jerry’s love of baseball developed as a young child
when he would go to baseball games with his father
and grandfather. As a child, his dad would bring tickets
home from work, and then drive the whole family back
downtown to see a game. Jerry continues to play in
softball leagues every summer, even getting me out to
play catch with him so he can stay sharp. Your child will
always have someone to toss a ball with!

Jerry is a mapmaker! When taking road trips with his parents
as a child, Jerry would study the maps and follow along with
the turns and directions of the drive. At the age of four, he
started making maps by drawing a map of his neighborhood,
and his love of cartography only grew from there. Friends
call on Jerry often to make maps for their events and
invitations so they can have a custom touch! Jerry even
made individual maps for our wedding table cards,
showing the important places in our lives growing up and
the places we visited as a couple.

Becoming Us
We met during our first year of college while
living in the same residence hall. We shared the
same circle of friends, played tennis and softball,
hiked, and took little road trips together. It wasn’t
until after we graduated and moved 2,500+
miles apart, that our wonderful friendship
turned into “something more.”

Jerry visited Michelle in Seattle one summer. We
had an amazing time together hiking and enjoying
tourist attractions. When Jerry hopped back on the
plane to return home, we both realized that we
missed each other and that there was a romantic
interest brewing! But, we were both worried that
dating might ruin a perfectly good friendship.
After much angst, and some awkward
conversations, our love and friendship bloomed. A
year later, Jerry was helping Michelle move back to
the east coast so we could be closer to each other.

We always knew that we wanted to start a
family, and because of Michelle’s experience as
an adoptee, hoped adoption would be part of
our journey. We look forward to learning how
our paths have brought us together and sharing
what it means to us to have you and your baby
as part of our story and our family.

Oliver
We grew up with animals. Jerry grew up with several
dogs, cats, a rabbit, birds, and fish. Michelle had a
golden retriever, cats, hamsters, goldfish, and developed
a love of horses. We found Oliver at a local pet rescue.
We were grieving the loss of our previous feline
companions when we decided to take a look at the
available rescue kitties. In the bottom corner cage, Jerry
spotted this shy little guy staring up at us. We took him
out of his cage and he collapsed into Michelle’s arms
and purred. We knew we had found our new best friend!

Oliver loves yoga! When we take an online yoga class,
Oliver has to be near us at all times — he has now
become famous at our yoga studio as he likes to make
cameo appearances! One day, Michelle was
participating in Yoga Nidra, a super relaxing yoga
that’s designed to help with sleep. Michelle fell asleep
during the class and woke up to Ollie doing his own
yoga pose on her lap!

Our friends say Oliver is the most dog-like cat ever.
When friends come to visit, he goes from person-toperson to visit with everyone and demands pets. He is
especially patient and gentle with kids. Oliver is so
popular with kids that during a recent virtual visit with
our three-year-old friend Orion and his parents, Orion
was insistent that he needed to see Oliver on screen,
and he didn’t want to talk to us until Oliver made an
appearance! Oliver woke up from his nap and focused
his attention on the screen upon hearing Orion’s voice.

Who Are We?
We love to learn new things. Recently, we
attended a fundraiser for a local preschool, and
we won a raffle prize for a floral-arrangement
class. We invited a small group of friends to join
us in learning this new skill. Our home was filled
with flowers, and people competing over supplies.
At one point, we caught our friend Stephanie
hoarding all the baby’s breath and had to
convince her to share with the rest of us!

We love to host and entertain. Recently, our good friends
Boomie and Joe discovered on short notice that they were
going to be placed with their son through adoption! We
couldn’t wait to celebrate with them, so we planned a huge
baby shower for them on just a week’s notice. The zoo-themed
baby shower was a huge success. They loved the gifts and the
large gathering of friends that came together. Your child will be
supported through life’s big and small moments.
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We enjoy exploring by train! Just last year when
we were traveling to Louisiana, we both fell silent
in wonder in the middle of our conversation when
we found ourselves completely captivated by Lake
Pontchartrain. Our view from within the train
made it seem as though we were floating on top of
the water.

Who Are We?
We grew up on the shores of the Great Lakes, so
we find great joy in being near the water. One of
our favorite activities is to wake up early to catch
the sunrise and take a walk along the shore. One
time, we were so excited about getting to the
beach in time that we got our car stuck in the
sand when Jerry had missed the large sign
informing us beach driving was for four-wheeldrive vehicles only! A friendly local with a truck
helped us and we shared a good laugh and a
beautiful view.

Taking cooking classes together is something we
love to do. This started early in our relationship,
when Michelle got Jerry a gift of Mexican
cooking class that we could share as a date. In
the class, we ended up getting special attention
from our instructor because we discovered that
neither of us were familiar with how to cook a
filet of fish! Your child will be encouraged to try
new things.

We share a love of sports. We are regular attendees at our
local minor league baseball games, but Michelle’s passion
is the Cleveland Browns! As an anniversary gift a few years
ago, Jerry surprised Michelle with a weekend away,
complete with tickets to her first-ever Browns home game.
Even though the Browns lost the game, we enjoyed the
high energy of being surrounded by fans and cheering,
“here we go, Brownies, here we go! Woof! Woof!

Our Family
If you choose us, your child will have 3 grandparents, 8
aunts and uncles, and 6 cousins!

In our family, children are at the heart of all that
we do, so when we’re together there’s a lot of
silliness going on! Just the other day, we had a
competition for who could take the funniest
photo. They chose this photo with their favorite
Uncle Jerry. We must have taken a gazillion
pictures until our niece found her favorite one!

We share a special bond with Michelle’s birth family.
Shortly after we got engaged, we were excited to ask
Michelle’s biological sister Jessica if she would be a part of
our special day by serving as a bridesmaid, and she said YES!
Sharing our lives together with her birth family is a blessing.
Your child will have a positive perspective on being a
member of your family as well as ours.

Birthdays are a big deal in our family. The birthday
boy or girl gets to decide how we spend their
special day. Regardless of how the day is spent, it
always ends with a goofy birthday song that our
family made up! We clap along enthusiastically,
singing loudly, drawing laughter and lots of
attention. At Jerry’s last birthday, other restaurant
patrons joined in on the fun too!

Traditions
We have a Family “Build Your Own Pizza and Board
Game Night” every Friday. We have fun trying out
different flavor combinations like beet pesto, kale,
and goat cheese. Recently, we played the board
game Ticket to Ride. The game involves building
train routes to reach various destinations and, on a
recent occasion, our friends competed with us to see
who could build the longest route! Everyone’s goal
was to try to beat Michelle’s score!

Everywhere we go, we play miniature golf. We look
for the cheesiest mini-golf course we can find. Just
this past year, we took Michelle’s sister to
Philadelphia to celebrate her birthday. Our first
stop? The miniature golf course with mini replicas
of the liberty bell, the stairs from Rocky, and more.
Being the “City of Brotherly Love,” one putting green
had a giant “LOVE” sign. We couldn’t resist taking a
photo with it!

Each year, we host an Easter brunch where we
invite local friends of all faiths to join us in a casual
celebration of family and fun. The most popular
component of this tradition is the Easter Egg Hunt
in our backyard. This past year, our elder God-twins
noticed that younger Orion was struggling to find
eggs on his own, so the twins would find them and
place them in his basket. We would love to
incorporate your favorite traditions in our
gatherings for your child.

Our Home & Neighborhood
Our home is located within a suburban neighborhood
outside of Washington, DC. Our backyard is a favorite
spot for our friends and their children to hang out and
play, as we enjoy grilling out and entertaining. Each fall,
we hold a barbecue for our local Browns Backer
chapter families. Last year, we had everyone bring
a dish inspired by the Midwest, and our friend
Terri surprised Michelle with her favorite dish from
college, pierogis with brats. Michelle expressed
her delight so enthusiastically that Oliver ran and
temporarily hid behind the couch!

Nearly every day, we go walking on our local
trail, which winds through the woods away from
homes in our neighborhood. The trail is
especially nice in the summer as it offers cooling
shade. After a recent storm, we saw a number of
trees down and stopped to count the rings to see
just how old the trees were. We counted at least
a dozen rings on one of the larger trees that had
fallen.

One of our favorite activities is paddle boating
at our city’s park. The last time we rented a
paddleboat, we got stuck going in circles for a
little while. Jerry then realized that the pedals for
each person worked independently from one
another and that Michelle had her feet up while
Jerry was pedaling! It was a fun, if not
temporarily dizzying, experience!

On the Doorstep
We live close to Washington DC, and love to spend time at
the National Zoo. Recently, we went on an adventure to find
the giant pandas with our niece. We must have
seen nearly every animal in the park until she
finally saw the pandas. Her eyes got wide and
we all jumped up and down in excitement!

One of our favorite places to visit is the Smithsonian Museum of
Natural History. Immediately prior to a recent visit, friends of ours
experienced a scary encounter with a bear while camping. So, when
we saw this bear at the museum, we couldn’t resist taking this
picture and texting it to them for fun. Since then, every time we visit
the museum and walk by the bear, we smile at the memory.
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We are a short drive away from the beach. On
one trip to Assateague National Seashore, we
took a hike along the marshes near the beach,
looking for wild ponies. We spotted several
in the distance frolicking in the open field!
Your child will have an appreciation for
nature and outdoor exploration.

Weekdays
Jerry works for the federal government, recruiting creative
talent to serve our country. His workplace has a flexible
schedule which will allow him freedom to spend lots of time
with your child.

Michelle is an educator who helps college students navigate their
journey into adulthood. She loves helping young adults succeed.
Michelle’s work schedule is very flexible and she works from
home often. She will be present for the small and large moments
of your child’s life.

We work well as a team, and enjoy discovering
new foods, so we cook together daily. Michelle
recently created a Facebook group with friends
to share recipes and through that we
discovered a delicious arugula, cherries, and
farro salad topped with salmon and pistachios
dish. It’s become one of our favorite recipes.
It’s a good thing we learned how to prepare a
filet of fish on that date so many years ago!

Until We Meet
We are deeply grateful to you for considering us
as the adoptive family for your child. If you choose to place your child with
us, we will provide a loving, nurturing, kind, and joyful family. Your child will
be raised knowing that you love them and acted with your child’s best
interest at heart. We will incorporate your traditions, and we will speak of
you with utmost respect. Should you wish, we look forward to maintaining
contact with you. We would love nothing more than to welcome your child
into our family.
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