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Thank you for taking your time to get to
know us!   We hope you are
experiencing love and support in this
season of your journey.  We’re so
grateful that you’re considering us for
the immense privilege and
responsibility of loving your child. We
have tremendous respect for you and
admiration for your decisions. We are
so excited to expand our family
through adoption and bring a child into
our fun, loving, and joyful home. 

We hope you can get a feel for who we are
in the pages of our book and we look
forward to getting to know you as well!  We
have both been touched personally by
adoption in our lives and we are
committed to honoring the level of
openness and contact that you would
want to have with your child.  We promise
to cherish and love you and your child with
all of our hearts.   We are thinking and
praying for you on your journey.



WE ARE THE 
GREATEST 
TEAM AND
TAKE ON
LIFE WITH 
JOY  



We have always had a shared passion for
adoption and discussed this early on in our
relationship and hoped it would be a part of
our story.  We both have close ties and
experiences with adoption.  Ben’s Grandpa
was adopted at birth and Ben grew up with an
appreciation and understanding of what a
blessing adoption can be. When I was a teen I
was hired as a nanny to two children who were
adopted and my interest and love for adoption
grew from that experience.  It was in those
experiences’ adoption was put on my heart
and I just knew one day it would become a
part of my story.  One of my close friends was
also adopted and I have visited her birth family
with her several times.  Seeing the love that all
parties can have for one child is amazing.  We
are so excited to expand our family through
adoption and view adoption as a tremendous
privilege and responsibility.

Our path to adoption has been through the
tribulation of unexplained infertility.  However,
we truly view the opportunity to adopt as “Plan
A.” When we first started dating we discussed
adopting and we have never pursued fertility
treatments because we both felt that adoption
was the way we are meant to grow our family. We
cannot wait to become parents, and see that role
as the greatest one we will ever have. We will do
everything we possibly can to make sure your
child feels cherished, encouraged, safe and loved
beyond measure. 



After dating for 2 years Ben and I became engaged
in Portland.  We go to Portland frequently for
getaways and to enjoy the beautiful rose gardens,
hikes and amazing eateries.  We were there for my
birthday weekend and Ben had reserved a hotel
suite with a large balcony overlooking the city.  We
were sitting on the balcony on my birthday and the
song “you send me” started playing and then Ben
shocked me by dropping to one knee and asking me
to marry him.  I was stunned but after a minute
remembered to give an answer which of course was
yes! Ben worked with my mom to design my
engagement ring using the diamond from my
Grandma’s wedding ring.  The thought and love that
went into designing the ring makes it something I
really treasure.

             e met on a blind date at a local brewery.  We
both walked up to the front door at the exact same
moment and although I never believed in love at first
sight, in that moment time stood still. Ben later gave
me a card that read “and then my soul saw you and it
went ‘oh there you are I’ve been looking for you’.”  And
that quote really sums up how we felt the day we met
and how we still feel to this day.  Over that first date
we connected over many shared passions including
our love for travel. We had both traveled abroad.  I
had lived in Africa for part of my twenties and Ben had
trekked through Europe and South America.  We
connected over our love for the outdoors and music.
That first date we both thought would last 30 minutes,
but three hours later we were still chatting away and
couldn’t wait to see each other again. Soon enough we
were meeting up at the local farmers market to
browse for groceries, riding bikes and having picnics at
the park.  My dog loved Ben immediately, so I took
that as a ringing endorsement for his character!  We
fell in love and truly became best friends over the
course of our relationship.

O U R
S T O R Y  

Our marriage is very stable and is marked by us
supporting one another.  Even through the hardship
of starting a family we have been each other’s
biggest supporter.  We are truly each other’s best
friend and biggest cheerleader.  We make each
other laugh almost every day!  To us, finding each
other and being married has been a huge blessing.
and we are so grateful to have one another.





My friends would describe me as a sweet, silly and loyal person and friend.  
Most of my closest friends I have had for over 15 years and some even

longer than that.  They would say that I make them laugh and bring humor
to most situations.  I’m cheery and someone they can count on if they are
down on their luck. I love long distance running and completed the Seattle

Half Marathon! In my down time I love to snuggle in with a good book. I
play tennis regularly  with friends. Every chance I get in the summer I  go

paddle boarding on the lake, it is always so refreshing. 



Cassidy has a smile that lights up any room she
walks into.  She is a warm, fun-loving person that has
a true zest for life. I knew this right away after our first
date and was amazed by how she is so driven, caring and
enjoys every moment of life along the way. We talked a lot
about travel abroad on our first date. However, for her this
was not only travel abroad but 6 months spent living in
Africa volunteering her time to make an impact on the
area. All this while still pursuing her master’s degree shortly
thereafter.  

Cassidy is empathetic and truly cares about others. She is
always there for her friends and family and seeks out
opportunities in the community to help those in need. She
is the first one her close friends and mom call whether they
need help or just to chat, they know she will be there for
them. She is great at decorating and making our home feel
warm and welcoming. A welcoming home that has a joyful
spirit as well! I can see her singing songs while decorating
for Christmas or teaching our child how to make some new
fun decoration.  Cassidy makes everything more fun and is
often the planner behind our getaways and impromptu
adventures as well. She loves traveling and adventure but
also is appreciative of the simple pleasures in life such as
walking our 2 awesome dogs, college basketball games,
movie nights, and enjoying company around the backyard
firepit. I am grateful to have such an incredible wife who
always strives to provide a positive and rewarding life for us
and can’t wait to see her become the awesome mother she
will be.

Cassidy will be an amazing mom! She is looking
forward to being our child's biggest fan, confidant,
and encourager. Cassidy is very creative, athletic and
adventurous and will be fully invested in any activity they
find joy in or want to try out. Cassidy is one of the most
caring people I have met and will be there in every way
possible for our child.

Cassidy works as a pediatric speech therapist for the local
school district.  Her job involves helping children develop
speech and language skills.  She has specialized in helping
children who are deaf and hard of hearing with their
hearing equipment and language development.  The school
she works for is a half mile from our home and she has a
very flexible schedule.



My friends would describe me as  fun loving, caring, loyal and adventurous. I am
always available if a friend ever needs help in any way and they know whether its
help with a project or someone to talk to I am there. I think they would also say

that I am the friend that enjoys making any situation as fun as possible bringing a
sense of humor when appropriate and making sure everyone has a smile on their
face. I also enjoy getting friends together for a quick hike or camping trip and am

often the planner to get the adventure going.



Ben is truly the kindest person I have ever met.  He is
so funny, down to earth and reliable.  I truly did not
know guys like Ben existed until I met him!  I remember
when we first started dating I had just bought my own
house and I needed to get some work done on it.  I was all
set to hire someone and Ben said let me come look at it. 
 He spent his entire weekend fixing my place up. 
 Whenever anyone needs anything Ben is the first person
they call.   Ben is eager and willing to lend a hand.  He is
truly selfless which is what makes him an amazing husband
and professionally what makes him an amazing firefighter. 
 Ben makes mundane chores fun because he will sing
some silly little song and all of a sudden you are laughing
when you should be working or focused.  His humor is one
of a kind!   Ben is patient and kind.  For example, I was in a
ski accident when I was young and he knows that ski lifts
give me anxiety so he always says something calming or
reassuring when we are getting on a ski lift and puts the
bar down for me.  I was raised by just my mom and never
knew my dad.  But I can only imagine what having a dad
like Ben would be like.  He would be throwing balls in the
front yard and in the stands at every game cheering you
on.  Ben is the biggest blessing in my life and every day I
thank God that somehow he found me!

Ben will be a present and thoughtful Dad. He has  a
great relationship with our nieces and nephews, his friends’
children, and kids he has connected with in the community.  
My nieces love to hang out with Ben and always ask if he is
going to be there when I call to make plans with them.  He
is really silly and my nieces love the jokes he has with them.  
He will push them on the swings at the park, help them get
across the jungle gym and play tag. 

Ben works for the fire department as a
firefighter/paramedic. His schedule while unique is very
family friendly.  He is regarded well amongst co-workers
and is a trusted team member. Many of his co-workers at
the fire house are also some of our closest friends.  He
regularly volunteers for community service events outside
of work where he delivers coats to kids at local schools,
food drives in our communities of need, and teaches fire
safety to local youth. 





We promise to love your child

every single day with everything

we have. We promise to cherish

them and cheer them on

throughout their entire life. We

will share with them their

adoption story and always speak

of you with honor and love. We

know you love your child and we

hope to always have openness

between us in whatever you feel

comfortable with.  We promise to

be the type of parents who

treasure memories, celebrate all

milestones, and support them in

all their life's adventures.



01 HELPING
OTHERS 
We always want to live our lives
serving others. Showing up when
others need it matters to our family.

03 SHOWING
KINDNESS  

05 EQUALITY 

04 LAUGHTER 

Our family values treating
everyone we meet 
with respect and greeting them
with a smile.

Our family enjoys a good laugh
and believes it's always the best
medicine and you should never
take yourself too seriously.

02 MAKING
MEMORIES 
Our family loves to try new things
and is always up for an adventure.
We value these shared experiences
in life.

Our family believes all people are
created in the image of God and
should be treated equally.



          e both grew up in the Pacific Northwest and have a love for being
active and an appreciation of the outdoors.  In the summer months we
love to pack up our paddle boards and dogs and head to the lake.  We
have a cabin we rent for part of each summer and we love to build
bonfires and roast marshmallows there. We are excited to take our kids
to the lake and to play in the sand, go swimming and have campfires as
a family. There are beautiful parks and hikes in our area so we often
hike during the spring, summer and fall.  Everyday Ben is off work we
take our dogs, Bernie and Duke, on a walk to one of the nearby parks. 
 Our home is within one mile of three of our city’s most beautiful parks.  
We can’t wait to be able to push a stroller on our walks to the park.  In
the winter we are both skiers so we head to the mountain on some
weekends.  Ben is a really amazing skier and he dreams about teaching
our children to learn to ski. We are both big college basketball fans and
love to cheer on the Gonzaga Bulldogs.  We can’t wait to play sports
with our kids!  Another thing we enjoy doing together is working on our
house.  We own a historical home which we have worked together to fix
up and to landscape our yard together.  I love to garden and Ben loves
a project so it is fun to work as a team to turn it into the home we love.





We love our home and community.  We live in the best
school district in our city and our child would attend an
amazing school with a great sense of community. Our
house is surrounded by the three premier parks in our city
and one has the best city pool where they offer swimming
lessons.  Our neighborhood is one of the most diverse
and progressive in the city.  There is an ice-cream shop we
ride bikes to nearby.  We have a great children’s museum
and carousel about 20 minutes from our house.  We have
taken my nieces there and they love it.  We have four
distinct seasons in Washington state so in the summer
activities like swimming at the pool or the lake are easily
accessible. In the winter, there is a pond to ice skate on
near our house and a sledding hill.  We would do these
activities as a family and we both value practicing and
teaching safety.

We live in a charming historical home on a tree lined
street.  It has three bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. It has a
beautiful backyard and patio where we spend a lot of time.  
We play corn hole in the backyard with friends and fetch
with our dogs.  We have worked on landscaping and
planting a variety of flowers which makes it so cheery.  We
grow herbs in the summer that we use when we cook.  We
bought our home about two years ago and have worked
really hard together on projects to make it into a place
that felt like home to us.  The room we have in mind for a
nursery has adorable built in shelves and is roomy and
charming at the same time.  I like to spend time in the
kitchen cooking and baking. On the weekend you can
usually find me trying out some new recipe for dinner or
baking some sort of pastry. Ben loves to barbeque in the
summer months and then we eat at our outdoor table. 



Ben’s parents live on a lake about 40 minutes from us and they love to have big gatherings and fourth of July
celebrations at their house.  Every fourth of July Ben’s mom organizes a “treasure hunt” for the kids at
the party and they get maps and get to hunt for treasure on his family’s beach.  The kids love it, but I
think his mom might love it even more!  She is a retired teacher and loves to organize activities for the kids in
her life.  His parents love to go out on their boat with the family.  We will go out on their boat with them some
weekends in the summer and play cornhole in their front yard.  Even though they are in their sixties they still
dress up for Halloween and love interacting with their grandkids and family friend’s children.  They invite us to
go pick pumpkins from a pumpkin patch and carve them at their house in the fall.  Every winter Ben’s mom gets
matching pajamas for everyone in the family and has a game night in their silly pajamas. 

My sister, her girls, my mom and I like to make holiday sugar cookies and decorate them together. 
 We have used the same recipe for sugar cookies since we were little and everyone loves using cookie cutters
and decorating them!  My mom is super crafty so she will do crafts and bake with all of us.  I’ve been trying to
master the art of making a pie crust from scratch while baking with her.  Southern California is a special place
for my side of the family and we love to go on trips together there.  I’m excited for our kids to go on trips with us
and enjoy the beach and experience the magic of Disneyland through their eyes!





I am truly beyond excited to welcome a little one into our
family and become a dad! I look forward to time spent on
walks around our neighborhood, weekend getaways to the
beach in the summer and to the ski and sledding hill in the
winter.  I also look forward to getting ice cream cones at
the nearby neighborhood ice cream shop and all the
shared experiences to come as a family! I’m excited to
teach and help them excel in any interest or activity they
enjoy. Also, the simple pleasures in life from story time to
time spent as family around the dinner table.  Additionally,
I look forward to the family being able to visit while I’m at
work at the fire station. I’m excited to grow our family and
share everything we love with our child while opening
ourselves up as well to new experiences to find out what
our child truly enjoys.

I am so excited to become a mom and get to experience all
the joys of life with a little one.  I look forward to the small
things like taking them on a walk to the park in their stroller,
singing them a lullaby, and reading them a book.  I look
forward to taking our child to the beach to play in the sand or
out in the snow in a snowsuit to build a snowman!  I also am
excited to support our child as they pursue their passions and
take them to ballet class, soccer practice or music class.  To
watch and see what passions are sparked for them and can’t
wait to help support them as they chase their dreams! I view
being a parent as the biggest privilege in the world and our
child will be our number one priority. I have helped so many
people with their children with my job and can’t wait to be
able to nurture, love and parent a child that is part of our
family.



In my family celebrating the advent has been a big
part of the Christmas season.  We always had an
advent calendar growing up and I would love to
continue that tradition.  Every winter my sister and I
take my nieces to get hot chocolate and go on a
carriage ride through our city’s downtown.  There is
an ice-skating rink and carolers downtown and Ben
and I love to go downtown and take in all the holiday
festivities. 

To get our Christmas tree we usually head to a local
tree farm where we go on the hunt for the perfect
Christmas tree that we get to cut down ourselves. 
 We stop and get hot cocoa or a bowl of chili at the
tree farm when we’re all done with the tree hunt!  Of
course we love our home to be festive and
welcoming  during Christmas. We decorate with
lights inside and out and host lots of friends and
family. What holiday traditions do you enjoy?  As we
get to know you we would love to hear about your
traditions and incorporate them into our family’s
traditions!

On birthdays we love to do a fun experience to mark
the day.  We usually celebrate my birthday by  heading
on a weekend getaway to Portland.  We will spend the
actual day going on a hike or going to the zoo.  Then we
make a reservation at my favorite restaurant there.
During Ben’s birthday month we will usually head to the
Oregon coast for a few days and relax at the beach. 
 Ben loves flying kites so we make sure to bring our
kites with us to the ocean.  He likes to eat fresh
seafood for his birthday.  



We plan to continue to live in the northwest
in the future.  Ben works for an amazing fire
department in Washington state and he is
committed to the fire district.  We do plan to
stay in our current home because the
neighborhood is ideal for raising a family. 
 We hope to travel as a family and share
adventures and experiences with our kids. 
 We hope to eventually be the parents of
two children so that they have sibling to play
with like we both did growing up.  However,
we feel blessed being able to have any
number of children. 

We will always build time into our lives to
continue  being a close-knit family who
provides a supportive and loving home.  We
will strive to create a home where our child
will grow up with all the support and
opportunities they need to pursue their
goals.  Our hope is our family will have the
opportunity to know you and make you an
important part of our lives!  We are
committed to honoring the level of
openness and contact that you would want
to have with your child and with us. 
 Whether this means writing letters, sending
texts/pictures and having visits with you.  We
look forward to learning what your heart
desires and what works best for you!  



We plan to send our kids to public school because our neighborhood school has an amazing
reputation and provides excellent academic opportunities as well as after school clubs and
sports.  In middle school we would consider sending our child to private school depending
on the level of education and community in comparison to the public-school option. The high
school in our area has amazing offerings in music, academics, sports and dance.  It often
wins the state dance competition and has won the state basketball title several times.

We are both practicing Christians.  We were both raised attending Sunday School and feel that we
learned some amazing lessons and values through the church.  We currently attend an urban
church in our community whose focus is on service to the community.  Through this church we
have volunteered for habitat for humanity and have also taught vacation bible school.  We really
value the lessons in the church to love your neighbor and to live a life of service, integrity and
honesty.  We want our kids to learn those same lessons that have helped to keep us grounded
through our lives.  Our church community is diverse and very accepting of all people.










