josh + antonia
a glimpse into our life
un vistazo a nuestra vida

hello! it's so nice to meet you!
We are so honored that you are considering us as potential adoptive parents for your child. This
adoption process has been emotional for us and we can only imagine how you must be feeling. In our
minds, your choice to pursue adoption is a heroic one. We thank God for you and your child, and we
know that He has great plans for you both. We are so excited that our paths have crossed!
Our prayer for your child is that they will grow up in a home where they know, without a doubt, that
they are loved and cared for. We pray that they get to spend their childhood full of the joy of playing
and exploring the world, knowing that they will always have a support system behind them to guide
them and cheer for them as they become the adults they are meant to be. We hope for these things for all
children and we do our best to provide that environment for our daughter, Belen. If we are blessed with
the opportunity, we would do everything we can to provide the same for your child.

josh + antonia

why adoption
When we began talking about having children, we always
hoped to have multiple littles ones relatively close in age. The
experience that children get when growing up with siblings
that are of similar age seems so rewarding.
However, when we decided to start growing our family, it
took us longer than expected to get pregnant. We were
ultimately able to get pregnant with our daughter, Belen. We
started trying to get pregnant again when our daughter turned
one and did so after a few months, but that resulted in a
miscarriage. Unfortunately, it continues to be difficult for us
to get pregnant. We've consulted doctors, and they believe we
will be able to get pregnant again eventually, but it could take
time.

our ﬆory
We met in an unusual way. We grew up on
opposite sides of the country - Antonia in
California and Josh in Maryland. After
graduating college, we each decided to enroll in a
program that brought us to teach English to
elementary school children in Madrid, Spain.
Some people used social media to organize meetups with others in the program so that we could
get to know each other and have a community of
teachers who were living in a foreign country
together. At one of these gatherings, we met and
after talking for a while we realized that our
apartments were very close to each other in the
city. When the gathering ended, we exchanged
phone numbers and rode the metro together
back to our part of the city.
From then on, we had a lot of time riding the
metro and getting to know one another. We
connected on a lot of things, including our desire
to find a church to be a part of while we were
living in Madrid. Eventually, the friendship
turned into a dating relationship. A year later we
were engaged.

happily ever after
One of our favorite games to play while out and
about in Madrid was called “Would You
Rather”. To play the game, I would come up
with two crazy options and ask Antonia which
she would prefer. Things like, “Would you
rather have the ability to fly or turn yourself
invisible?” or “Would you rather have eight arms
or two heads?”
Toward the end of our time in Madrid, we
planned to spend a day together in the city.
When we met up, I presented Antonia with two
envelopes. Each envelope had a “Would You
Rather” on it and depending on which she chose,
there was a piece of paper inside the envelope
with an activity written on it for us to do. I had a
series of these envelopes which would lead us
around the city doing various fun things
depending on which answer she chose. At the
end of the day I gave her the last set of envelopes.
One said, “Marry me” and the other said, “Live
with 25 cats”. Thank goodness she chose “Marry
me” and inside the envelope was her engagement
ring.
Our wedding was held outside, right next to a
river. Antonia always wanted to have a
November wedding and the day of the rehearsal
it was windy and freezing. But on our wedding
day the weather was very nice and the scene was
beautiful.

We are beﬆ friends
Our relationship is built on a solid foundation
that started in Spain. We love doing life together
and growing a family has been one of the biggest
blessings to us. We have so much love to share
and cannot wait to welcome another child into
our hearts and home.

my husband,
josh
Josh is really good at connecting with folks and making them feel comfortable. He makes friends
everywhere he goes and creates long-lasting bonds. He is very intentional in getting to know people
and that’s part of what made our friendship initially flourish when we first met in Spain. In our
marriage, Josh is always trying to make me laugh by having quick, witty responses and finding the
humor in everything.
As a husband, Josh is always a great sport with my tendency to want to maximize everything, and I
appreciate having a partner that supports my crazy ideas. He will stay up late helping me decorate
cookies for our daughter’s birthday, will tackle long to-do lists on the weekends, and explore new
parks, restaurants, or experiences with us.
Josh is so great with Belen and it’s awesome to see their bond grow as she is getting older. She loves
spending time with him and I can always hear them laughing and playing as they enjoy each other's
company. His intentionality to create bonds with people also applies to children. He plays with them
on their terms. With our two-year-old daughter, that means listening to the same song on repeat while
dancing around the house. When hanging out with my family in Mexico, Josh bonded with my 8-yearold cousin by attempting to ride skateboards down a ramp for as long as my cousin wanted to.

about josh

I lead the IT department at my company and I’m really proud of the relationship I have with the rest
of the employees that I serve. One of the nice things about it is that it can very easily be done
remotely which provides a lot of flexibility to accommodate family.
I am a people-person through and through. I feel recharged after spending time with friends while we
laugh and have deep conversations about life. My favorite things to do with friends are playing board
games, watching sports, or going hiking. When I have time to myself, I like to be as laid back as
possible. I tend to find a movie or show to watch, play some video games, or read a book. I try to
read all kinds of different things, but my favorite genre is science fiction or fantasy.
I am looking forward to watching our daughter become a big sister. I have four siblings and I can’t
imagine having gone through life without sharing so much with them. It’s so cool to have other kids
growing up with you that can relate to you on the most intimate level of being in your family.

about
antonia

I am a Consultant at a small quantitative and management consulting firm in DC. I love that the management
team provides me with the flexibility and understanding to balance work and life responsibilities.
My hobbies and interests are always evolving, but I tend to lean towards more crafty activities - sewing,
knitting, making home-made cards, etc. Lately, I’ve been learning more about gardening and keeping a
growing number of house plants. My parents have amazing green thumbs and have a beautiful backyard stock
full of fruit trees and various plants. It’s my favorite part of their house. One of my long-term hopes is to have
a nice, luscious garden to care for.
Becoming a mom has been such a beautiful experience. Seeing our daughter become her own person, learning
new skills, and developing preferences right before our eyes is such a fun process to be a part of. As we look to
add to our family, I am excited to love on a new little one and be their biggest cheerleader.

my wife,
antonia
When I decided I wanted to marry Antonia I remember having the specific thought that I knew I
could trust her to be my wife and mom to my kids. I knew that she was a woman of strong character
and I have always admired her drive. She is the strongest person I know in terms of how she takes on
challenges. I’ve never seen her bend under any kind of pressure, if anything she always has a way of
rising to any occasion. That strength is what I most admire about her and I benefit so much from
having it in my life. Antonia is also a very gentle soul who always assumes the best of everyone.
Antonia is such an empowering mother. She is a fiercely capable and independent person herself and
she’s so good at encouraging that in our daughter. One of Belen’s favorite things to do is help mama
in the kitchen. It started when Antonia once let Belen help her make cookies and ever since then
Belen has been hooked. Those are the kinds of activities that I see Antonia doing with Belen often. It’s
great because I know it’s really fun for Belen, but also helping her learn and grow.

as a couple
The thing we enjoy doing the most together is traveling. It’s not something that we are able to do
regularly, especially during COVID, but we have so many shared memories of seeing new and

exotic places that we treasure. While we lived in Spain, we traveled a little around Europe. We’ve
also spent some time teaching English in China and that allowed us to travel around Asia.

Since we can’t always go to other places, we also really love trying new restaurants together,
particularly ones that serve foreign foods. We probably tend to favor Asian or Mexican food above

everything else. Antonia’s family is from Mexico, so we are always on the hunt for the most
authentic tacos that we can find near where we live.

We are proud of Antonia's heritage and love that we
are able to raise our children in a bi-lingual home.

our sweet belen

As Belen’s personality has blossomed more and more, we’ve seen that she is a really good
friend, she is strong-willed, and she loves to use her imagination. She got a small kitchen
for Christmas and she loves to stand and pretend to cook eggs or pasta for us.

Belen is too little to understand that she may have a new sibling, but we believe she will be

thrilled. She has two baby cousins younger than her that she loves to talk about. We have
no doubt she will be very good at taking care of a younger sibling.
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our top

values and beliefs
We value our faith and are committed Christians.
For us what that means is that we choose to model our lives after Jesus and do our best
to live according to His word in the Bible. It also means that we value our church
relationships and we commit to sharing our lives within that community.

Family is the most important thing in our lives.
We try to do everything we can to create a stable environment for ourselves and our
children. We strive to fill our home with laughter and love.

We believe in the power of gratitude.
We are very blessed people and we like to remember how much God has done for us
before allowing ourselves to focus on the negative.

We believe that each person has value because they are created by God.
We believe it’s our job to pass on God’s love by loving everyone around us, even the
ones we may not always get along with.

family fun

One of our favorite places in the world is a small town in the North Carolina mountains where
Josh's grandmother has a house. Due to Covid, we decided to spend 2 months living there this past
summer. It turned out to be one of the best summers our family has had. There are rivers and
streams everywhere and we were able to go fishing and swimming often.
In non-Covid times we love going to Southern California to visit Antonia’s parents as much as
possible. There are so many great places to see and walk around there. We like to visit places like
Laguna Beach, the outdoor shopping malls, and local parks.

meet our families
Josh's Family - I come from a large family. My dad, Kevin, is the pastor of a church and my mom,
Michelle, works in the church office. They have been married for 37 years and they have had
children living at home for 35 of those years! I am the oldest child and my siblings’ names, in order
of birth, are Ally, Jeremy, Jake, and Abby. I was born when my parents were 25 years old and
Abby was born when they were 42 years old so it’s a very large gap! My sister, Ally, is married to
Ricky and in early 2020 they welcomed their first son, Zeke. My brother, Jeremy, is married to
Katie and in late 2020 they welcomed their first son, Bode. Jake is a student at Purdue University
studying to become a special education teacher. Abby has accepted admission to Appalachian State
University in North Carolina and we are very excited for her to go there next year.

Antonia's Family - I come from a small, Mexican family. My mom, Martha, remarried when I was
five and I lost contact with my biological father at that time. However, I gained an amazing stepdad, Jose, that took me in as his own from the very beginning. Both my parents are immigrants
from Mexico and experienced a lot of hardships growing up, and I think that’s where their strong
work ethics come from. Both my parents are quiet, reserved people, but they love their family
fiercely and everything they do is to provide and protect them. My 22-year-old brother, Daniel,
lives at home with my parents while juggling a full-time job as a security guard and part-time
classes at a local community college.

home sweet home

Right now we live in a townhouse. It has two
bedrooms and one and a half bathrooms. There is a
small patio behind the house where we can plant
flowers and play in the summer. There is a large bay
window in the living room that lets in a lot of light
and provides a great spot to sit and look outside.
When we look around our house what we love is
seeing all of the great things that we have used to
decorate and make it uniquely ours. Specifically, we
have a few prominent pieces of furniture and wall art
that come from the small town in North Carolina
where we spent this summer. It reminds us of the
great memories we had there and makes it feel like the
inside of our house tells a story of who we are as a
family.
We live in the suburbs just outside a major city which
means there is always plenty to do. We are a very
short car ride from all that the city has to offer. There
are wonderful buildings, museums, and a great zoo
for us to visit. The area we live in outside of the city is
full of different parks that we like to explore. Within
walking distance is a community center with a large
playground, a soccer field, and picnic areas.
Of all the blessings this home has provided, the
greatest has been the friendships we’ve made with our
neighbors within our little court. Our neighborhood
is full of families that are similar to us in terms of their
age and the age of their children. Belen has become
good friends with a pair of twins that live 3 houses
down from us and it is a joy to watch them play while
we hang out with their parents.

our holiday traditions

We both come from incredibly different families when it comes to traditions and holidays. Because
Antonia’s parents are from Mexico, there is a different emphasis on various holidays and the
activities surrounding them. We have tried to incorporate some of the traditions from each of our
childhoods into how we celebrate together. For example, around Christmas time, Josh is used to

spending a lot of time at church because he is a pastor's kid, and Antonia is used to spending
most of the day in the kitchen making a special meal as a family on Christmas day. As we
have merged both our traditions together, we make sure to attend our church's Christmas
service and spend the day cooking tamales together.

July 4th is a holiday we try to spend in California with Antonia’s parents. The weather is so nice
where they live and it’s a perfect chance to get to the beaches and see some fireworks.
We have enjoyed making special days for Belen’s birthday. She is still only beginning to understand
the concept, but we like to sneak into her room and leave some big balloons for her to see when she
wakes up. She was really excited by that when she turned two.

We look forward to continuing traditions and creating new ones as our family grows!

our faith
Raising children in the world we currently live in is intimidating and a big challenge. However,
there is a verse in the Bible that says “From one man he made all the people of the world. Now
they live all over the earth. He decided exactly when they should live. And he decided exactly
where they should live.” We look at this verse to remind us that God is in control of everything,
even down to the children that He places with us, both through birth and adoption. He knew
exactly what the world would be like when He created them, and He has a plan for their lives. As
parents, we want to do our best to help our children know their Creator and discover how He
made them so that they can live out His calling for them.
We believe our church family is vital. We plan to provide our children with the opportunity to
learn and play with other children at church who can provide a support system for them while
learning about God.

our thoughts on education
We haven’t fully decided what option we will go with for schooling since we haven’t had to make
that decision yet. We both graduated from public school and had good experiences there.
However, we think it’s very important to know a lot about the school where our children are
being taught. We want to find a balance of allowing our children to experience the real world,
while also knowing we can trust the educators that are influencing them.
We don’t believe there is a one-size-fits-all approach to college for every child. We will save
money and plan as if all of our children will attend college. We hope to even be able to financially
provide them with a multitude of options and support the dreams that God puts in their hearts.
However, we learned a lot from our mistakes when it came to student debt and how to best set
yourself up for success and we want to make sure our kids understand that. We don’t believe in
going to college simply because that’s ‘what you do’. We hope to help them get a firm grasp of
their goals so that whatever they do will help them become independent, flourishing adults.

Our current home won’t be able to fit our family for too much longer as we

grow. That means we would probably look for a house with at least one more

room within the next year or two. Our long-term dream is to move to the West
Coast, preferably Southern California. We would like to spend time closer to

Antonia’s family and we both love California. Antonia had a great childhood
in California and we believe it could be a great place to raise our children.

thank you!
It is truly special to us to know that you are taking the time to get to know us and considering us as
adoptive parents to your child. We think of our daughter and know the treasure that these little ones
are. We are praying that you are given clarity and guidance as you make this choice, which must feel
overwhelming at times. If you choose to give us the honor of raising your child, we are overjoyed at
the idea of getting to know you and walk with you through this process.

As we started looking at adoption, God sent us a clear message that we are not only opening our
hearts to receiving a baby into our family but also the members of the expectant family. God bless
you and thank you for taking the time to get to know us!

with love,

josh + antonia

