Tommy & Cece

Hello!
Thank you for taking time to get to know us. Thank you for considering
adoption for your child. Just the fact that you are here reading through
different profile books to choose the best family for your baby takes courage
and a whole lot of love. We admire your strength and are praying for you.
Thank you for considering us to be the family to love and care for your child.
We really appreciate your time!
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Introduction

When we got married, we knew we wanted to have children
But after trying to get pregnant for many years, we learned that it would be difficult for us to conceive
naturally. It was heartbreaking, but it was also an opportunity to trust God with our future.
We learned about the different ways we could possibly have children through different types of
medication or medical procedures. After much thought and prayer, we decided to choose adoption as
our way of adding children to our family.
We chose adoption because we value each life that God has carefully knit together in a mother’s womb.
We believe every life matters and families that are brought together through adoption can be just as
strong as any other family. We are very excited to grow our family through adoption again!
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Our first adoption

first time meeting each other

getting to know one another
at his orphanage

family selfie in front
of his orphanage in Taiwan

welcomed home at 15 months!

Jaden was adopted and became a part of our family when he was 15 months old. He was born in
Taiwan, and we got to meet his birth mom while we were there! His birth mom, like you, made a
choice that she believed was the best possible plan for Jaden to get the care he needed. We were so
thankful that we got a family photo together with her so we could put it in his "Jaden's Journey Home"
photo book that we made for him to remember his birth story. We love being his parents and are truly
blessed to have Jaden in our lives. He’s now 5-years-old and is excited to soon have a little brother or
sister!
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Our Story

Twelve years ago, we met at a birthday party. We took interest in each other pretty quickly. What drew our
.
attention was each person's desire to honor God with our lives. We thought the other person was good-looking
and smart too! We were also excited that both our families spoke Chinese.
When we met, Tommy had just started a non-profit to mentor college students. Cece began to volunteer, and
that's how we got to know each other. We soon realized we wanted to spend the rest of our lives together and
got married a year later. For our first 10 years of marriage, we worked together in this non-profit to mentor
college students who were from many parts of the world. We gave the students car rides, hung out and talked
about life, studied the Bible together, taught them how to interview for jobs, how to cook, how to date, and
everything in between. We are still in touch with many of those students today!
Two years ago, we both transitioned out of the non-profit to start our own real estate business. We help people
sell and buy homes. Every time we help someone in their home sale or purchase, we use it as an opportunity to
impact their lives. We even got to help a few of the college students we mentored to buy their first home after
college!
As husband and wife, we love talking about new business ideas, cooking together, watching action movies,
reading books, and trying out new food places.
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I made a plan to surprise her
I knew Cece was waiting and expecting a marriage proposal, so I
made sure to come up with a plan that would surprise her.
I asked her to go out on a lunch date with me to a local riverboat
cruise because Cece had never been on a cruise before.
That morning when I picked her up, she had dressed up and looked
beautiful. I was a bit nervous and wasn’t sure if my plan would work
because she’s pretty smart to figure things out.
She thought I was going to propose while we were eating lunch on
the cruise...but I didn’t. She thought I was going to propose after
lunch while we were on the top deck looking out into the beautiful
nature scene...but I didn’t. She thought I was going to propose back
inside when the river cruise was about to end...but I didn’t.
When I knew she finally gave up expecting a proposal, that’s when I
did it. As we were leaving the boat to walk back to my car in the
parking lot...that's when Cece saw the surprise.
Written in large window chalk letters on my car windshield was “Will
you marry me?” with 2 checkboxes: Yes or No, with the marker pen
sitting on the windshield for her to mark her answer.
“How and when did you do that??” she started asking. She was very
surprised because we had driven this car together when we first
arrived and it was not marked then.
She looked inside the car and there were roses and champagne
waiting for us to celebrate. She checked off the box "Yes!" and we’ve
now been happily married for 11 years!

We continue to learn ABOUT EACH OTHER
Marriage is not always easy and we've gone through many ups and
downs. We are thankful God helps us work through our difficulties.
We continue to learn more about each other as we strive to forgive
and love one another each day. The obstacles we overcome make
our marriage stronger.
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About Tommy

There are so many things
I love about Tommy
He is really smart, loves to help people, hardly
ever complains, willing to do the hard work,
and likes to stay in the background to let
others shine first. He is contemplative and
takes time to think through what he wants to
say before responding.
I’m incredibly thankful to God for him. He’s a
great husband because he is a good listener
and tries to understand my feelings and what
I'm going through. He’s also a great cook and
helps to take care of the house with me.
Tommy is also a great Dad. I love watching
him interact with Jaden because he is so
thoughtful, patient, and gentle.
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He's really good at giving
us his full attention.

He is really good at giving us his full attention. I often
see him playing with Jaden, laughing and being silly
together. Tommy is also mindful to teach Jaden
about obedience and doing the right thing. The
moments that I love catching are when Jaden
randomly gives Tommy a special hug and kiss, and
simply says “I love you, Dad.” Tommy is the kind of
husband and father that I have always prayed for. I
know he’ll continue to be a great dad.
Tommy and I co-founded our real estate business
together, and he also runs a small online digital
marketing business as well. His work involves
creating and managing websites to finding real estate
investment opportunities. He works from home which
gives our family a lot of flexibility to make our own
schedule.

about me

( by tommy )

I am an active father and husband who works hard
and plays hard. Jaden and I play silly games and
race together on bikes. In partnership with my
creative wife, I am a homeschool teacher, real
estate marketing professional, investor, and even
a good cook...at least in my son and wife's opinion!
My friends would describe me as a loyal, caring,
and thoughtful man. My desire is to be the kind of
person that my family and friends can rely on for
help. When they need someone they can depend
on, I try to be the one they can go to. I believe
being a great role model is the best way to inspire
others.
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About Cece

I admire the way Cece
follows her dreams
I admire the way Cece follows her dreams. She
always has new ideas and what’s amazing is that
she actually makes them happen! No matter the
challenges in our work or home life, she can come
up with creative solutions. She does not get
discouraged easily and is willing to do the hard
work to reach her goals.
Cece’s sense of humor keeps her strong because
she knows how important it is to stop and
appreciate the good moments in our lives. She
has a great love of learning and is always pushing
herself to learn new skills. In only a month, she
taught herself calligraphy and hand-lettering!
Cece makes learning fun for our son. She has a
gift for explaining and teaching to young children
at a level they can understand. She taught Jaden
how to read at age three!
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My wife has the gift
of challenging others
to be their best.

Jaden is 5 years old now, and he can already read at a
second grade level. She is a great math teacher too. In
less than two weeks, she taught Jaden the multiplication
table from the 1s through the 10s.
My wife also integrates fun and silliness with our son. At
night, when it’s time to get ready for bed, she invites him
to jump on her back and ride the "airplane" to the
bathroom to brush his teeth. She says the plane is about
to take off, and he climbs on to get ready for lift off. She
has so much love and energy with him, and a new child
would only bring out more of her best. She gives her all
to our family every day but does not spoil our son. I
believe my wife has a gift of challenging others to be
their best.
Cece works from a home office and that gives us the
freedom in our schedule to balance a baby’s needs while
earning a living. We also have a strong extended family
support system. Both of our parents live nearby, so
helping hands are always close.

about me

( by Cece )

I challenge myself to be better every day and
love to inspire others to achieve what they didn't
think was possible. My friends would describe
me as hard working, diligent, and fun to spend
time with.
Fun fact about me: English was the third
language I learned to speak! I was born in China
(speaking Cantonese with my parents), moved to
and lived in Panama (speaking Spanish), and
then came to the United States (speaking
English as my dominant language now). I still
speak Cantonese with my parents and practice
Spanish every now and then.
Although being a mom, wife, and business owner
can be stressful and difficult at times, I love the
blessings that come with it!
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About Jaden

He loves to learn & Play
We are always pleasantly surprised at what he can
achieve and learn when we take time to teach him.
Although he’s a smart kid, he’s also a very silly and
loves to have fun.
He loves to dance around the house to PJ Mask
Theme Songs; takes all of our pillows from the
couch (and from every bedroom) to create a huge
“pillow mountain” to jump into; and he always wants
to race us to the mailbox to see who’s the fastest.
He also loves to read books. He reads on his own
and he loves being read to as well. He enjoys our
family reading times every night before bed and
always asks Cece to tell him a story before falling
asleep.
Jaden loves being a good helper around the house.
He also has fun taking care of his “babies” stuffed
animals named Catboy and Mousy, that you see
him holding in his pictures. He tucks them in bed for
naps and celebrates their birthdays.
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He is so excited to have a new sibling through
adoption. Jaden himself was adopted and
came home when he was 15-months-old from
Taiwan.
He has his own story picture book that we
created called “Jaden’s Journey Home” that we
read together often with him. Jaden loves
seeing pictures of his birth mother, the other
babies from his orphanage, and the orphanage
nannies that took care of him while he was
there.
We regularly pray for his birth family together
and teach him that we all have unique birth
stories that God has given us.

"I'm so happy to be a big
brother, and can't wait to

!

play and have fun together "
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About Our Family

a typical week in our life
During the week, every morning, while Tommy works
in the home office, Cece spends time with Jaden
getting ready for the day, making breakfast, and
initiating the homeschool lesson. Then around 9:30am,
Tommy takes over homeschooling while Cece works in
the home office until dinner time.
We love adding themes to our dinners - Taco
Tuesdays, Wacky Noodle Wednesdays, and Pizza &
Movie Night on Fridays.
On Saturday nights, we have music night where we
learn to sing new songs and sometimes play musical
instruments. Tommy plays the violin, Cece plays a little
bit of guitar, and Jaden seems to be enjoying the
drums app on the iPad lately.
On Sundays, we take a full day off work. We
participate in our local church, take a day to relax as a
family, and spend time with friends.
Our family values honesty, helping one another, and
always learning something new. When things get
tough, we remind ourselves to be patient and ask God
to help us.
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our extended family
We are very fortunate to have many family members live nearby. Our parents live in the same city so it’s
easy to visit them often. Both of our parents love cooking for us, so they often bring us fresh home cooked
meals. Tommy has 1 older sister with 2 kids, and Cece has 2 older brothers that are both married with 2
kids.
Tommy’s sister lives in another city, about a 4-hour drive. She has 2 older children, one just started her
first job out of college and her son is in college. Her husband suddenly passed away last year, which was
very heartbreaking. He was a great chef (being Italian helps with that!)), loved smoking his own sausages
and cheeses and was always telling a joke. We all miss him. Thankfully, Lisa and her children are doing
the best they can, moving forward with life and never forgetting the great memories they have with their
Dad. We are thankful we don't live too far from each other to stay in touch often.
All of our extended family are excited for a new baby through adoption! They experienced the blessing of
adoption with Jaden and have embraced him with open arms and lots of love.
Our families gather together for birthday celebrations and holidays. When we get together, the most
important element of the party is the FOOD! There is always plenty to eat and a large variety of foods
because everyone wants to bring their dishes. We love a great meal together!

Christmas with Tommy's Parents & His Sister and niece
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Disney trip with Tommy's Sister's Family

Grandma (Cece's mom) & Jaden

Grandpa (Cece's Dad) with Cece's
oldest's Brother and his daughters

Cece's oldest brother's family

Cece's 2nd Brother's Family with jaden

Our Home
& Community
Our Home
Our home has 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and an open floor plan. Our garage is converted into a “hang
out” bonus room, and we have a fenced in backyard with a peaceful view of bright green trees. Often we
see large birds and ducks that perch on top of our fence. We spend a lot of time at the dining table eating
breakfast, lunch and dinner together as a family, and our dining table is right in front of the double glass
sliding doors, so we get to enjoy the view of the trees in our backyard every day!
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Because we work from home and homeschooling
this year, we spend a lot of time at home!
Our City
We live in a well established and diverse city. We are about 4 miles away from a large University campus,
and we’re also just down the street from a large nature park that has a large playground, pavilions for
birthday parties, soccer fields, basketball courts, tennis courts, YMCA gym, and walking/running trail that
runs along a river. We also have a popular town center nearby with all kinds of restaurants, major
department shopping stores, small speciality shops, movie theater, post office, bookstore, and everything
else you could need in a community. There is always something to do and explore as a family together in
our city.
Front Yard

Living Room

Bonus Room

Backyard

We're thankful for great friends
and a loving community around us

Over the years, we've come to know many friends who are kind and hard-working people. They are fun
to be around and have always been there for us. We love being around and learning from people of
different backgrounds and cultures. We enjoy hosting gatherings in our home and take time a few times
a year to go on weekend trips to catch up with long time friends.
It's really great to have close friends live right next door to us! They recently got married and it's great
to be neighbors. We often exchange and drop off food on each other's door steps, borrow random
household items when we need them, and take walks around the neighborhood together after dinner.
We are thankful that many of our friends love to get to know Jaden, make him laugh, and encourage
him. We have a lot of supportive friends who love adoption and are excited for our family to grow
through another adoption!
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weekend vacation with our best friend's family

Hosting our close friend's engagement party at our house

best buddies having fun
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Our Future

We're excited for what's next
We love our home, community and city, and we
plan to stay here for a while. Both of our parents
live nearby and we have siblings in the area as
well. We love having extended family members
and close friends around us.
Our desire is to raise our children to love God and
to love people well. We want our children to know
that no matter what they do (or don’t do), God
wants them and loves them. We hope for our
children to experience God’s grace and
unconditional love. We believe that teaching and
leading our children by example is the best way to
teach them about life.
It’s been a joy to see Jaden grow up these last
few years and we are very excited for a second
child to join our family.

21

as our children grow up, we want to be
their biggest fans and cheerleaders
For the next one to two years, we plan to continue homeschooling Jaden. Once we feel like it’s
safe for our children to go to a physical school, we plan to enroll them in private school. There is a
small local private Christian school near us that is wonderful because they offer scholarships to
make tuition affordable, and their mission is to make it possible for people from different economic
backgrounds to attend and do school together.
As our children grow up, we want to be their biggest fans and cheerleaders. If our children would
like to go to college, we will send them to college...if they would like to start their own business, we
will help them start their business...if they want to go into a special field of art, music, dance,
sports, or anything else, we will encourage them 100% and help them achieve their dreams. We
truly believe that with God, all things are possible!
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Pre-K Graduation

Our Church's Kids Program

church friends

friend's birthday party
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Thank You!
If you choose us as the adoptive family for your child, we want to give your child every
opportunity to become everything God has made him or her to be. We promise to love
your child unconditionally. We will give him or her the freedom to grow, to learn, to
explore life, and to pursue what they are passionate about.
Thank you so much for taking time to get to know our family. Whatever you decide,
we know you are making the best decision with a deep love for your child. May God
bless you and guide you.

