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Hello! We are Lauren and Mike, and we live in Illinois. We are truly amazed 

at the strength and love you have in your heart for your baby. We hope  

that through this book, you’re able to get to know us better as you  

make this decision.

We are so excited to become adoptive parents, and would love nothing 

more than to start a family! We can’t wait for the opportunity to raise 

a child into a kind and caring individual. We have dreamt of becoming 

parents, and have always talked about adopting a child at some point 

in our future. As life would have it, adoption is something we arrived at  

sooner than anticipated, and we would not have it any other way! It is so 

special to us to be a part of the adoption process.

We want to thank you for considering adoption, and for allowing us to be 

part of your decision-making process. We can’t imagine how difficult this 

decision is for you and we admire your strength and love for your child as 

you consider your options, and we hope that we can walk alongside you 

through this journey. 

so nice to "meet" you

With Great Love and Appreciation,

lauren & mike
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We are so excited to become adoptive parents, and would love 

nothing more than to start a family!



5L A U R E N  &  M I K E

We had our first date at a small brewery on Cinco de Mayo, and  

immediately clicked. We spent hours talking that first night, getting  

to know one another, and discussing what we envisioned for our  

futures. We both agreed that we wanted big families, and at least one 

dog! It might sound cheesy, but shortly after that first date, we knew we 

were meant to be. Our values lined up, and we had a shared vision of what 

the future would look like. We have been anxious to start a family ever since. 

We love traveling, and especially love taking road trips. Every time we  

visit a new place, we look for sunset boat rides we can take, and  

interesting things to do. We’ve even gone on ghost tours! We also love 

going out to eat, and cooking together. Every Thanksgiving, Mike makes 

meatballs from his grandmother’s recipe for our family. It takes the better 

part of a day, and our kitchen is a mess afterward, but each year, they 

get better! Every Christmas morning, Lauren makes biscuits and gravy for  

our family to eat after we open presents. We love holidays and cooking!

It might sound cheesy, but shortly after that first date, we knew 

we were meant to be. Our values lined up, and we had a shared 

vision of what the future would look like. 

this is our story
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We long to have a big family! While we’ve woven our lives together, and  

built a home, we’ve worked steadily toward creating a family. We have 

struggled with infertility, and have had multiple miscarriages over the  

past few years. After some deep reflection and prayer, Lauren heard  

God calling her and Mike toward adoption. We believe that this is the  

road that God wants us to take in order to grow a loving, strong family. 

Sometimes, life leads you down a different path. We’ve chosen to  

change up our plans, and since we made the decision to turn  

toward adoption, our hearts have grown and grown with love for the 

prospect  of  bringing a  child  into  our home through this  process.

why we are adopting
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We believe that this is the road that God wants us to take 

in order to grow a loving, strong family.
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meet lauren
I grew up in the south suburbs of Chicago, the youngest of four girls,  

with lots of cousins and neighbors to run around the backyard with all 

summer. As an adult, I adore the idea of having a house full of kids, dogs, 

and love. I am now a speech pathologist, working with young children  

with severe and profound disabilities. I am passionate about my  

career, and love getting to play for my work! Every time I find a cute  

SOME OF MY FAVORITE HOBBIES:  I love decorating for holidays! 

I can even listen to Christmas music in August! I recently started 

a vegetable garden and learned how to knit.
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“I  LOOK FORWARD TO TEACHING MY FUTURE 

CHILDREN HOW TO WORK WITH THEIR HANDS, AND 

SEE THE BEAUT Y IN THE WORLD AROUND THEM.”

new activity to do at work, I imagine doing something similar with my 

own children. When I’m not working, I enjoy refurbishing old furniture, 

and helping Mike complete projects around the house. I look forward 

to teaching my future children how to work with their hands, and see 

the beauty in the world around them. I am so excited to stay home for at  

least a few months with this baby, and once I return to work, my mom  

and  sisters will  be  helping  with  childcare. 
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meet mike

SOME OF MY FAVORITE HOBBIES:  I love starting projects around 

the house, like installing new f looring and installing shiplap on 

the wall. I love cooking for family, especially for holidays.

I grew up on the north side of Chicago, in a small family. While school was 

challenging for me, I always loved working with my hands, which has 

translated into my career as a union carpenter. I am so proud to now  

work as a journeyman carpenter, and know that I will be able to support  

the family that I’ve always wanted. Being an only child, I spent a lot of  
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quality time with my parents and grandmother. I fondly remember  

building the best forts with my dad, telling funny stories with my mom, 

and cooking with my grandma. I was the apple of my mom’s eye. Lauren 

even jokingly calls me the “Italian prince.” I cannot wait to be a dad, and do 

all the things I loved doing as a kid, like playing with Lincoln Logs, building 

train sets, and playing on a Little League team. I think it’d be awesome 

to coach my future kids in baseball or basketball! I cannot wait to one 

day teach our kids the skills that I have learned over the years as a  

carpenter  and have them  help out on the next project around the house.

“I  CANNOT WAIT TO BE A DAD, AND DO ALL THE 

THINGS I  LOVED DOING AS A KID,  LIKE PLAYING WITH 

LINCOLN LOGS, BUILDING TRAIN SETS,  AND PLAYING 

ON A LITTLE LEAGUE TEAM.
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I wouldn’t be the man I am today without Lauren by my side. She makes 

me laugh with her quick wit. Being married to a speech pathologist, I’ve 

learned words I never knew existed! Lauren works with kids everyday for 

her job, and I can see how she cares about every child like they were  

her own. I know Lauren will be an amazing mother.

lauren in 
mike's words

“
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I knew Mike was the one because of his kindness, and he treats me with 

such tenderness. He has always made me laugh easily. I can’t help but 

smile when he laughs at one of his “dad jokes,” with his eyes sparkling. He 

makes me want to be a better person. Mike will be an amazing dad! I 

can’t wait to see him grow into that role.

mike in 
lauren's words

“
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We live in a sweet little Cape Cod style home, that people often describe 

as a dollhouse. We have a big front yard, with kids running around  

the neighborhood on weekends and after school. Our backyard is  

private and big, with lots of trees and plenty of space to stretch  

out on summer days. We started a garden this summer, and plan to  

teach our future children how to grow veggies. Mike has spent countless 

hours working on our house to make improvements, and to create the 

home that we’ve envisioned.

We love sitting on the front porch, chatting with neighbors, and watching  

as people walk by with their kids and dogs. Fun fact: we even have a  

neighbor who walks his cat! Our neighborhood feels like you’re tucked  

away in the woods with tall trees lining the street, but we’re only 30  

minutes from the city. 

our home
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Meet Scout & Millie 

Scout, our lovable chocolate lab, and 

Millie, our loyal German Shepherd, 

love chasing each other through the 

yard. And I’ll warn you now, if they 

get you to play fetch, you’re theirs for  

the afternoon! 

Our neighborhood feels like you’re tucked away in the woods with 

tall trees lining the street, but we’re only 30 minutes from the city. 
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meet our families

Lauren’s Family

I’m the youngest of four girls, and come from a big Irish Catholic family. 

My mom has 5 siblings, and my dad has 6 siblings. My childhood was 

spent running around at family parties with my cousins, convincing  

our parents to let us have sleepovers. I see my mom, sisters,  

brother-in-law, and nieces and nephew multiple times a week. My  

dad passed away last year, and while we miss him incredibly, we keep  

his memories alive by sharing stories about him, upholding traditions 

he loved, and living our lives with his values in mind. When I asked my  

mom what my dad would think of us adopting, she said he would be so 

happy and proud to know that we have made the decision to grow our 

family this way. 
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Mike’s Family

I grew up on the north side of Chicago. When I was 8 years old, my 

parents divorced. I lived with my mom, and saw my dad on the  

weekends. Despite their divorce, my parents learned to come together  

to support me throughout my life. My grandma would watch me  

everyday after school. She taught me how to cook and bake, and we 

would make her most beloved family recipes together. I attribute my 

love of cooking to my grandma. When my mom and I settled in the 

neighborhood where I spent the majority of my childhood, I met my  

best friend, who has come to be like a brother to me. Growing up as an 

only child, I knew that one day I wanted to have a big family.
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in our family

IN OUR FAMILY,

 WE LOVE TO LAUGH.
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IN OUR FAMILY, WE VALUE THE TIME WE SPEND 

TOGETHER MORE THAN MATERIAL ITEMS.
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before you go
We want to thank you for taking the time to get to know us 

and look over our profile book.

IF YOU SHOULD CHOOSE US, THIS IS WHAT WE 

CAN COMMIT TO YOU: 

• We will raise this baby in a loving, supportive home filled with  

laughter and joy

• Your child will be raised in a strong faith community, and religious 

education will be provided

• We will encourage this child to pursue whatever passions they  

develop in their life, and to find a fulfilling career

• This baby will be cherished, and we will forever talk about the 

love you have for them, as well as the strength you have shown in 

order to secure their future

• We would like to ensure that your original wishes regarding 

communication will continue to be honored

We are praying for you as you walk through this journey, and 

we’re sending you peace and love as you make this decision. 

lauren & mike






