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Thank you for taking the time to read our book!  Thank you for being you!  It might not be 

the “safest” thing to say, but we feel that the act of considering adoption for your child has got 

to be one of the most self-less (but difficult) acts someone can do. We respect you for educating 

yourself on your options. It is your right to choose what is best for your child and if you choose 

adoption, we sincerely hope to be included in the journey.

Please allow us to quickly introduce ourselves.  We are Jackie and Chris; we met, live and work 

in Houston, Texas.  We’ve been married for 5 years and have always thought of adoption as a 

meaningful, powerful and desirable way to grow our family.  Part of our journey has been the 

discovery that, with regard to having children, the “biological cards are stacked against us” so 

to speak.  We’ve been eager to start a family but have yet to have a successful pregnancy; of 

course, this has been difficult.  However, we feel “where one door closes, another one opens” 

and so we are excited about the opportunity for you to consider us as adoptive parents. We are 

looking forward to sharing our love of learning, adventure, fun, and family.  As a couple, we 
want to grow our love by raising a family and experience the joy of living life through the 

eyes of a child. 

Hopefully this book will give you a reasonable glimpse in our lives and will enable you to envision 

what a life with our family might be like. Thank you for taking the time to get to know us. We are 

thinking about you and your child throughout this process and will have you in our prayers.

HELLO 

JACKIE AND CHRIS
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“ W E  A R E  L O O K I N G 

F O R W A R D  T O

 S H A R I N G  O U R  L O V E

 O F  L E A R N I N G , 

A D V E N T U R E ,  F U N , 

A N D  F A M I LY

W I T H  C H I L D R E N . ” 
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While Chris was in medical school, he decided to do an away rotation in Houston, Texas 

where I (Jackie) am from. We met that year in 2011, but it wasn’t until Chris moved to 

Houston for residency in 2012 that we began dating. We both have similar passions 

being in the medical field, and after a tough couple of rotations, we decided to take a 

break and have a weekend getaway. We headed to a cute Texas town, Fredericksburg, 

to relax at a little bed and breakfast, enjoy the vineyards, hike, and just unplug and 

spend time together. When the weather changed our plans, Chris made my favorite 

breakfast, and while we were enjoying our morning coffee outside, he proposed! I 

was shocked and after dating for 2 years so excited for this next stage in our lives. We 

celebrated later that day at a winery, when the band playing called us up and started 

playing our song, Forever and Ever, Amen. We danced together in that vineyard, 
then 1 year later to that same song as husband and wife at our wedding. 

We’ve now been married for over 5 years and during this time our relationship has 

grown even stronger and we continue to bring out the best in each other. We love and 

support each other no matter what, and cannot wait to see what the next adventure 

holds for our family! 

 

OUR STORY
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“WE LOVE
 AND SUPPORT 

EACH OTHER
 NO MATTER

WHAT.”
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Though we are different individuals, together we make a great team and 

genuinely enjoy spending time with one another. We are both active, and 
hiking together is one of our favorite activities! We love trying new foods 

and restaurants in our area or finding the best local spots while traveling. We 

enjoy seeking out a good adventure, but also find great joy in the simple things, 

like spending time with our dog Milo, relaxing over coffee, and our favorite 

breakfast -- Chris’ sausage, egg, and English muffin. Jackie is the organizer and 

likes routines, Chris is the dreamer with the adventurous spirit. Together we 

keep each other grounded while also encouraging each other to get out of 

our comfort zones. We have the same morals and similar aspirations, which has 

brought unity and vision to our family and our life together! 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
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“TOGETHER WE MAKE

 A GREAT TEAM.”
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While we were dating, we discussed different ways we’d like to grow a 

family and adoption was always on the table. We tried to have biological 

children first, but after several miscarriages, we knew it was time to focus 

on adoption. With prayer, reflection, and advice from family and 
friends, we are so excited to grow our family through adoption! 

WHY WE ARE ADOPTING
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I have spent the majority of my life right where we live now, Houston, Texas. I am a Physician 

Assistant at a children’s hospital and work in Pediatric Urology. I have a heart for children 
and love that I get to care for so many with my job! Outside of work, I enjoy spending 

time with my family and friends, and staying active! Running, spinning, yoga, and trying 

new dances with my best friend are some of my favorite activities.  I am a wanna-be foodie. 

I love baking, cooking, and sharing new recipes with my family, friends,  and coworkers, but 

one of my favorite adventures is trying new restaurants and experiencing different cultures 

through food! In Houston there is so much diversity, so I love exploring our city. We enjoy 

sports and definitely can’t wait to share our love for Houston teams! Once a month, my best 

friends from college and I get together to try new restaurants or recipes. When we travel, I’m 

all about finding the spots that are unique that you can’t find anywhere else! Whether it is in 

my hometown or not, I can feel comfortable in any type of crowd, I’m quick to make friends 

with anyone, and have the ability to not take myself too seriously. One of my favorite ways to 

unwind is through a good book. Growth is important to me, so I like books that help me to 

become a better leader and communicator, but I also just enjoy getting lost in a good story! 

I am excited to become a Mom! I am most looking forward to the everyday things like 

bedtime routines, prayers, reading books together, hugs and kisses, giggles, and dancing in 

the kitchen while making dinner. Chris and I have so much love to give and look forward 
to our home being a place full of encouragement, support, fun, and happiness. 

 

M E E T J A C K I E
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WILL AND MADDIE WITH
 AUNT JACKIE

FRIENDS SAY I  AM: 
RESILIENT, DEDICATED, CARING, GOOFY

FAVORITE PLACE ON EARTH: 
BANFF, CANADA

FAVORITE BOOK: DARE TO LEAD 

FAVORITE MOVIE:  SOUND OF MUSIC  
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I was born in Houston, but my family moved around quite a bit during my childhood due 

to my dad’s job, so I’ve lived in several different places, including England!  Luckily for me, 

I was fortunate enough to end-up in Houston for medical training and was so blessed to 

meet a sweet, smart and beautiful girl who agreed to marry me!   I am a board certified 

pediatrician and am incredibly passionate about my work. I have spent over 12 years in 

medical school, residency, and fellowships which allowed me to best care for some of the 

sickest patients. I strive to make a difference and help people; the fact that my job 
allows me to do that is an immense privilege! Though I love my job, I also enjoy lots of 

things outside of it. Being outdoors, whether it is hiking, jogging, biking, or fishing, keeps 

me grounded and taps into my sense of adventure. I also like to relax doing ordinary things 

like board games, video games, or binge watching a favorite show. Jackie and I will often 

participate in different charitable events and do other things (like help clean up after a 

flood) to help contribute to the vibrant community we live in and care for. 

I cannot wait to hold the sacred title of Dad. Getting to share some of my favorite 

activities and adventures like hiking, camping, and participating in the scouts-we’ll certainly 

bond over the great outdoors! I am looking forward to the day when I can take our little one 

away for a weekend of fishing and roasting some hot dogs over a campfire in the Texas Hill 

Country. I am eager to grow my family in love and give all that I can to ensure our son or 

daughter has the best childhood possible so they can become a morally strong, confident, 

productive and caring person. 

 

M E E T C H R I S
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FRIENDS SAY I  AM:  ADVENTUROUS, 
FUNNY, AMBITIOUS, HAVE A GOOD 
SENSE OF HUMOR

FAVORITE PLACE ON EARTH:  ANYWHERE 
REMOTE WITH GOOD FISHING AND 
GOOD COMPANY

FAVORITE BOOK:  THE MATTER OF THE 
HEART

FAVORITE MOVIE:  HOME ALONE

JACK WITH UNCLE CHRIS
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“I love that Chris is adventurous and has many hobbies and interests. He will teach our child to 

love nature, being outside, and to try new things. Chris is determined with strong morals, and 

I know he will encourage our child to set goals, pursue their dreams, and love learning. I love 

how dedicated Chris is to his family and me, and know that he will be a loving, devoted father.” 

CHRIS IN JACKIE’S WORDS
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“Jackie is first and foremost a family person and is fiercely loyal to her family. I am sure Jackie 

will be a fantastic mother because she is already great with children. She gets so much joy 

spending time with our niece and nephews, great with our friends’ children, and of course 

amazing with her patients who are all kids. She is not afraid to do what it takes to be a 

good parent. I am confident she will be steadfast, but kind; tenacious, but always loving.” 

JACKIE IN CHRIS’ WORDS
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With Chris finishing up medical training, we have been living in a 2 bedroom condo in a 

great area here in Houston. We plan to buy a single family home with a backyard soon, but 

we love this community and plan to stay within the neighborhood: there are great schools, 

parks nearby, lots of families with kids, and it’s a short commute to work - all priorities for a 

quality family life. We are within walking distance to some restaurants, spaces to bike, jog, 

or take Milo for a walk! Houston is a diverse city, one of the many reasons we love it here. 

One of the greatest things about our community is we also have Jackie’s family nearby! 

We are dreaming about looking for a home best fit for a family, having a stroller on 
our walks, a swing in the backyard, grilling with friends cheering on our Houston 

sports teams, and just excited to raise a family in this wonderful city.

OUR HOME + COMMUNITY
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Meet our dog, Milo! Milo is a Jack Russel/Terrier mix and the sweetest pup. 

When he’s not napping, you can bet he’s giving kisses. We love taking him 

with us to enjoy outdoor activities. Our niece and nephews have grown 
up around Milo so he is great with kids. The first thing our 2-year-old 

nephew asks when we facetime is to see Milo! We know he’s going to be 

the best furry brother! 

MEET MILO
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J A C K I E ’ S  F A M I LY :  We are blessed to have my parents and siblings all close-by here in 

Houston, and love spending time together! I am the middle child sandwiched between two brothers. 

My older brother John actually married my best friend Ali. They have a 2-year-old son, Jack, and 

newborn son, Michael. My younger brother Steven and his wife Jenn have 3-year-old William and 

1-year-old Maddie. I also have the honor of being Godmother to both William and Jack. We get 
together every couple of weeks and love to run around with the kids, play games together, 
and just enjoy time over a shared meal! I grew up surrounded by extended family quite literally. 

With 30 (not a typo) first cousins just on my mom’s side, my childhood was fun, loud, and full of joy 

as every part of my life was mixed with family. Having these close bonds already with my nieces and 

nephews makes me excited about giving my son or daughter that same kind of childhood where 

cousins are also best friends and family is the forefront of all that we do. 

FAMILY + TRADITIONS

Favorite Family Tradition:
 My favorite family tradition is our 

crawfish boil each spring. About 

150 family members, friends, 

and coworkers get together 

and cook over 600 pounds of 

crawfish and vegetables, and it 

is an absolute BLAST! Each year 

it grows, and I cannot wait to 

share this tradition with our son 

or daughter.
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C H R I S ’  F A M I LY :  My family all live in the Raleigh, North Carolina area (where I went to high 

school, college and medical school), but despite the distance, we are still very close-knit! One 

of the perks of moving around growing up is it gave me a close bond with my 3 siblings (two 

younger brothers with my sister as the baby of the family). Jackie and I go to Raleigh to visit a few 

times a year and we alternate holidays with Jackie’s family. My youngest brother and his wife 
just had a baby, Bodhi, and we are excited that the cousins may be close in age!

Favorite Family Tradition: My favorite family tradition is, after Christmas dinner, we do a Polish 

tradition called oplakti (Christmas wafer). As we break the wafer, each person shares a wish for 

each member of the family, and it is such a beautiful time together. Getting to share this with my 

son or daughter one day is going to be truly special. 

Whether it’s these traditions we already know and love or forging our own as well when our family 

grows, we want you to know that we are committed to raising our child in a home surrounded 

with faith, support, encouragement, and endless love. We hope to build a firm foundation so our 

child will grow up knowing that they are loved and given the tools to help them pursue whatever 

dreams they hold, and face any obstacles that may come with support and confidence. 
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IN OUR FAMILY WE:

A R E  K I N D
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S H O W  E M P A T H Y
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W O R K  H A R D
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H A V E  F U N
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As you read through our book and weigh your options, we want you to know that if you 

decide to move forward and are considering us, we promise our child…

We recognize that you are facing a life-changing decision. When we have been faced with 

challenging decisions we have a go-to bible verse that has helped us, Jeremiah 29:11: For I 

know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.

WITH LOVE,

JACKIE & CHRIS

BEFORE YOU GO

Kindness, Equality, and Empathy – We are emphatic about instilling a foundation of kindness in our 

child/children.  A kind approach and open heart create a warm and accepting environment in our home.  

Along this same vein, we believe it is essential to treat others the way you would want to be treated, “the 

Golden rule” is golden for a reason.

Education – Education is a priority in our family and our child/children will go to either excellent public 

schools or a top-notch private school, depending on what makes the most sense. We want to foster an 

environment of learning that lasts a lifetime.

Faith – God’s ways are mysterious but always wonderful.  We think it is helpful for children to be raised 

in a family knowing there is something greater than themselves.  We belong to the Catholic Church and 

attend mass every week. Exposure to faith and religion may strengthen a child’s moral compass and can 

give them something to lean on when times are tough. Additionally, it provides an opportunity to be a 

part of a community and strong support system. 

Joy and Endless Love – Bringing joy to the things we do, especially small things.  Big celebrations for 

birthdays and accomplishments, getting into the spirit for Holidays including Christmas, Thanksgiving 

and Halloween. Showing and telling our child/children how much they loved everyday.

Health and Fitness – Neither of us are particularly accomplished athletes but we keep an athletic and 

healthy lifestyle. Our jobs in the medical field show us the impact that diet and activity can have on quality 

of life; it’s hard to live life to fullest if you’re not feeling well.  However, we understand that sickness is 

often not a choice and we are fortunate to be highly trained, so should our child/children develop an 

acute or chronic illness, you would be hard-pressed to find another couple more capable of handling 

these issues.

Openness – We will honor our child, who they are, and where they come from. We recognize this process 

is about more than us; Jackie’s aunt is a birth mother and had a good experience receiving yearly updates 

about her son.  They were even able to meet when the young man was 25 years old.  Depending on your 

desire, we would be open to letters and pictures and meeting our child when they choose to do so.


