RYAN & KAILEY

A PEEK INTO OUR LIVES

All of our love, all of our hearts

-Hellofrom our hearts to yours
I wish we could be sitting together
getting to know each other face to
face. What are your dreams for your
baby? How has this season been for
you? More than anything, we want
you to know that our desire is to
love, protect, and provide for your
child as we honor you. Just as you
have sacrificed and put your child's
needs first, we promise to continue
to do the same. If you choose us to
raise your child, know that in our
house you will be well-respected
and spoken about as courageous
and brave. We will never let a
single day pass where we don't
love your child with every single
ounce. They will be treasured,
cherished, and cheered on from
the moment they wake up until
they get tucked into bed at night.
We pray we get a chance to meet
you, get to know you more, and
hear all about your hopes ahead.

With Love,

Ryan

& Kailey

YTLAYOL & EVOL

WHY ADOPTION
We both feel called to adoption, and Kailey has wanted to adopt since she was a young girl. One of
our first conversations when we were dating was about adoption. When we began talking about the
possibility of adoption, we felt like it was a natural fit for our family.

Early on in our relationship, we

discussed wanting three kids (as if we have control of that) and that adoption would be part of how
we grew our family. Family is very important to both of us and we want our children to be close in
age. We both have close relationships with our siblings and want the same thing for our children. God
is in every detail and we believe He has and is continuing to redeem us through the story being
written. Even though we have our son, we have been unable to conceive since having him. We feel so
confident that this is the season we have been dreaming about for so long. We know that adoption
isn't just about a baby, but two families coming together with love at the center, putting it all out for
this precious life. We also want to affirm you as the root of who your child is.

We live
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04
07
10
16

OUR

STORY

29

OUR FRIENDSHIP THAT TURNED INTO FOREVER

We met in November on a rainy night at a local
coffee shop. It was a blind date set up by a
mutual friend, however Kailey wasn't sure she
wanted to go through with it due to past bad
experiences with blind dates (She has talked
about writing a book since she has some good
stories). We had a great conversation and I guess I
wasn't too crazy because Kailey agreed to go to
dinner the following week. Our relationship grew
closer in the coming weeks as we went on more
dates and got to know each other better. We
ended up dating for just over a year before getting
engaged. Although we have very different
personalities, we fell more and more in love as we
got to know each other and learned that we had
similar upbringings and shared many of the same
values. Long conversations about life came so
naturally and we realized that this amazing
friendship was something unique. We saw one
another as equals, enjoyed the same sort of
adventurous life, and had so much respect for
one another and still do.

I knew I would only propose once in my life. I
believe marriage is a forever commitment and
I knew I wanted to spend this life with Kailey.
Very early on in our relationship, it was evident
how much Kailey loved Christmas. On one of our
first dates I got her hot chocolate and took her all
around town to look at Christmas lights, and then
gave her a Christmas gift to end the night.
Naturally, when I was planning to propose, I knew
it would have to be around Christmas. The next
year I made a huge sign out of Christmas lights
and proposed to her at the location of one of our
first dates, which was a neighborhood known for
their extravagant Christmas light displays. She was
surprised and of course said YES!

We have now been married 5 years, and have
grown into present parents who love fully. We are
on the same team and will always encourage
each other through each season. We feel lucky
that we get to spend our lives together learning.

meet

Kailey

Kind

Cheerful

Loving

I greatly admire that one of my wife's
goals before we got married was to be
a mother, and that she places a heavy
emphasis on family and relationships
over material things. She also greatly
values her faith and does an incredible
job of caring for her family and having
compassion for others. My wife is also
very good at planning and thinking well
into the future, both things that
complement my inabilities. She is fiercely
loyal, and cares for and fights for her
family more than anyone I know.

My wife has a natural gift in caring for
children. She was a pre-school teacher
before we were married, and I have seen
her natural abilities in raising our son and
also in her interactions with her nephews.
My wife has an instinctive knowledge of
what our son needs, is an amazing mom,
and has such a nurturing heart. She is
present, patient, fun, and is always down
to play with Lincoln's favorite toys. Kailey is
blessed to be able to work part-time from
home as an administrative assistant for
her brother's software company. She sets
her own hours and the majority of her
work day happens prior to our son waking
up in the morning and during his
afternoon nap.

meet

Ryan

Present

Generous

Loyal

There are many things I love about Ryan. His
deep faith, work ethic, determination, and
sense of humor are a few of them. He has an
innate ability to stay calm and positive, even
in the most stressful situations. His love for
adventure
and
pushing
himself
to
experience new things has definitely rubbed
off on this non-risk taker. There is little that
he isn't good at, however if there was one
thing I would rather our children not
emulate it would be his dance moves... but
we do get a good laugh when he busts out
his moves in the living room.

Ryan is an amazing hands-on father. He is
the dad that gets down on all fours to
play trains or hide-and-seek with our son
after a long day at work. Our house is filled
with lots of belly laughs and high-pitched
squeals. He is present, patient, and is an
incredible listener.

He loves the outdoors and enjoys spending
time hiking, working out, riding dirt bikes,
playing sports, and going to the beach. He
enjoys reading, listening to podcasts and
learning about new things.
Ryan is a Construction Project Manager.
Most of his jobs are local and he rarely travels
for work. One of his weekly highlights is
meeting the family at the park for lunch.

Lincoln
Lincoln is a typical active toddler who loves trucks, tractors,
trains, and keeping us on our toes. He is very loving and already
has a great sense of humor. He loves kids and is so excited to
have an instant best friend/sibling. He is always giggling,
exploring, and loves a good Thomas the Train book at night. He
wakes up so happy and loves tickle fights and playing outside.
We think Lincoln will be an amazing big brother and friend.

IN OUR
FAMILY WE
BELIEVE...
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IN SHOWING
KINDNESS
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Exploring the world and seeing
other cultures is so important to
us. We also love creating daily
adventures, like a day at the
beach or a good hide and seek
game.
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We value loving others well
regardless of their
circumstances, past, or actions.
We believe the best in others
and in showing kindness at all
times.
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IN PUTTING
FAMILY FIRST
No matter what, family always
comes first in our home. Above
all else this is our greatest joy.

IN TAKING
ADVENTURES

IN KEEPING
OUR PROMISES
We never make a promise we can't
keep. No matter how big or little it is,
we are known by our words.
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IN DREAMING
BIG
We never want to limit ourselves
to what is in front of us. We
dream big in our lives and hope
that our children will dream
even bigger.

HOME
SWEET
HOME
WE LOVE OUR COMUNITY
We live on the first floor of a two
bedroom/two bath apartment in the
heart of our town. We have a back patio
with a large grassy area right next to it,
both of which are currently our son's
playground. This area gets used daily
when
playing
soccer,
playing
with
monster trucks, or just needing to exert
some energy. Our complex is surrounded
by a walking path that leads from the
mountains to the beach. A few times a
week
we
walk
the
path
to
our
neighborhood Starbucks. Our community
is full of parks and walking trails but one
of our favorite playgrounds is a two
minute walk from our place. You could
say we are regulars around there.

We live in a densely populated community
with some of the top school districts in our
region.
Our community is family-centered
and our city ranks at the top in regards to
safety. There are numerous things for families
to take advantage of including many parks,
hiking trails, pools, and kids events. These
things were a big reason we decided to move
here several months ago. There is diversity of
every background that is often celebrated
through events, gatherings, and clubs.

OUR HOME IS FILLED
WITH LAUGHTER,
FRENCH TOAST IN THE
MORNINGS, AND
CARTOONS
Our community is filled with lots of young
families who play together often. You can
usually find us at our local beach most
weekends, soaking in the sun and playing in
the sand. We feel like the beach community
is so laid back and welcoming and a beautiful
place to raise a family.

HOPES
& DREAMS
We believe in being open hearted
when it comes to the future.
However, we love the city we live
in and would like to be here longterm. We plan to buy a home in
the next few years and be
involved in our church. We both
love traveling and plan to go on a
big trip at least once a year as a
family, giving our children the
opportunity to make memories
and see other cultures. Lord
willing, we also plan to have
another child at some point in
the not too distant future. We
would love our children to be
close in age and grow up as
friends supporting one another
throughout life. We feel so
grateful that we have supportive
family and friends and will always
prioritize making time together.
We know that life isn't just about
the big events, it's also about
integrating special things into our
ordinary days, such as fun
bedtime routines, BBQing by the
pool, and celebrating life's little
moments.

Our Fun Family
Ryan and I are both extremely close to our families. Kailey's parents are local and
we see them at least every other week. Ryan's sister, Nicole is also local and we see
her about every other week as well. Kailey's brother and his family are also local
part of the year. Ryan's parents are both retired and try to come out at least a few
times a year, and his brother lives in Denver and we usually see him several times
a year. Both of our families have been extremely supportive of our adoption and
are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our newest addition.
Because Ryan’s side of the family is more spread out, we usually spend large
amounts of focused time catching up and playing games when we all get
together. Ryan’s side of the family is active, so we also like finding new places to
explore. Since Lincoln is the only grandchild, he gets spoiled with plenty of
attention. When we get together with Kailey’s side of the family, because there are
lots of kids it's always fun to see them playing together. Most of our time is spent
exploring the outdoors, having a family bbq and/or swimming. Lincoln loves
running around and doing crazy things with his cousins as they are only several
months apart.

our sweet community group

For us, the idea of creating
family traditions is so central to
Ryan and I. Traditions allow us
to reflect, celebrate and value
what is important. We want our
kids to look back on their
childhood and know they were
loved and had fun parents that
worked hard to make even the
everyday moments special. Our
summer vacations have always
been memorable, but I hope
our Saturday morning walks to
get donuts and our family
giggle time before bed will be
the
ones
that
are
most
memorable.
As
our
family
grows, we are excited to create
more
traditions
that
will
hopefully be passed on for
generations to come.
Traditions are a big deal in our
family and some of our favorite
traditions happen around the
holidays. Such as our annual
trip to Hawaii for Thanksgiving.
If it was up to Kailey we would
celebrate Christmas all year
round, but we do start putting
up decorations and listening to
Christmas
music
after
Halloween. We are also very
passionate about having a real
Christmas tree in our house
every
year.
Christmas
is
normally
super
busy
with
various Christmas parties with
family and friends. However, in
our home, we try to make time
as a family to celebrate with
some of our own traditions
such as baking, reading the
Christmas story, watching a
Christmas movie and have cider
while looking at Christmas
lights throughout town. Do you
have a tradition you love? We
would love to incorporate a
tradition of yours into our
home.

WE LOVE CREATING
FAMILY TRADITIONS
THAT WILL BECOME
FUN MEMORIES

We love big,
forgive
easily, laugh
often, and
treasure
every
moment.

WE WILL SUPPORT
OUR CHILDREN
AND CHEER THEM
ON IN THEIR
UNIQUNESS
Our Faith
Our Christian faith is the foundation of
who we are as a family. We believe that
we are ALL image bearers of Christ and
that everyone should be treated with
respect and kindness, not just in our
home but outside in our community as
well. We were blessed in our last home to
be a part of a church that is multi-cultural
and has a heart for everyone without
judgment.

Education
We believe that every child is unique, and
that each of our children might be more
successful
within
different
school
structures.
At
this
point
we
are
completely open to all options and
finding out what is the best fit for them.
As our children grow up, we will carefully
evaluate what options we believe are best
for our children’s long-term success. We
plan to send our children to college, and
have started saving for this. That said, we
do not believe that attending college is a
guarantee of success or that you must
attend college to be successful. We
believe above all that teaching a child the
importance of working hard to achieve
your dreams is the most important
success factor, and both of us will fully
support each of our children's hopes and
dreams regardless of what they are.

W H A T
W E
D O
F O R
F U N
HAND IN HAND WE TAKE ON LIFE
TOGETHER WITH JOY

WE LOVE GETTING OUTSIDE TO
ENJOY CALIFORNIA'S
AMAZING SITES

California has so much to offer and
always has the most beautiful weather.
We spend a lot of time outside as a
family as well as traveling to spots we
can explore. We love to take family hikes,
spend long days at the beach, and swim
all summer long at the pool. We spend
lots of evenings chatting about our highs
of the day and playing with Lincoln
before his bedtime routine starts.
We enjoy finding new spots along the
California coast, and we try to go to
Kansas every fall to watch a football
game and see family. Traveling and
exploring new places is something both
Ryan and I grew up with so we are
excited to continue this tradition with
our children. Is there a place you would
love to travel? A dream destination? We
would love to hear.

Thank You

Thank you for taking the time to get
to know our family a little more. We
are a total open book and we would
love to answer any questions you
have. We can't wait to get to know
you more, hear about your interests,
and what's in your heart, and we hope
you know that we will love your baby
with all that we have. We will believe
in them fully, provide safety for them,
and create a space of comfort and
care. We would feel so grateful to be
able to share whatever openess you
feel comfortable with. We are praying
for you and your baby every single
day.

With Love,
Ryan & Kailey

