Stephen & Becca

Filled With Love

Thank you for taking the time to learn about us as a couple.
We feel the consideration of adoption must be a difficult
choice for you. We want you to know that we will never be
able to communicate how grateful we are for what we feel is
selflessness and courage on your part. Your child will grow
up surrounded by family and friends with love and laughter.
We promise to deeply and fully love your child and
encourage every opportunity he or she hopes for. You have
our love and wishes for strength during this challenging
time.

Two Peas In A Pod
We love to be silly with each other and call each
other “Bubba” as silly and loving nickname for
one another. Our friends and family refer to us as
“The Bubbas” when calling, texting, or inviting us
to an event. At our wedding, our friend
mentioned in his best man toast, that we called
each other Bubba and developed our own Bubba
language. One word from our language is
"Wishu." When we say Wishu, we know that
means to kiss each other on the cheek. He
cracked up the crowd when he told everyone
how sickeningly cute we were.

We are outdoorsy and love to go hiking. This past year, we
celebrated our wedding anniversary by taking a hike. We went
to a bamboo forest, and it was beautiful. In true silly "Bubba"
fashion, we accidently took the long route. It was actually
better than the short route because we were able to walk by
the river for part of the hike. We saw turtles sunbathing on the
rocks as we walked by the river. A 2-mile hike turned into a 5mile hike, but it was worth the extra miles! Your child will enjoy
many days and adventures outdoors!

We have an obsession with Jeopardy. Every evening,
after watching the nightly news, technology gets put
away and we test our knowledge by watching
Jeopardy. Our family and friends know not to call while
Jeopardy is on. Just last night, Becca was on fire
answering all of the questions correctly. She even
answered the Final Jeopardy question correctly
because it was about a children's book. The question
was identifying the author of a series of mystery books
written about brothers and sisters who solve crimes.
The answer was The Boxcar Children!

Who's That Girl?

Becca has always had a deep love and passion for children,

which is why she became a teacher. She grew up around
education from an early age as her mom was a special
education teacher. Becca's passion for teaching and children
was recognized when a student nominated her for an award by
writing an essay about what made Becca a good teacher. In the
essay, the student wrote, “She always makes learning fun and
gives everyone nicknames. But the best part is when she
stands at the door in the morning and says ‘Welcome, Friends!’
to everyone who comes in.”

Animals have had a big part of Becca's heart ever since she
was a child. When Becca was in high school, she convinced
her mom to rescue a dog who needed a home by telling a
little fib about how long the dog had been at the humane
society. They rescued the dog, named her Pumpkin, and
Becca came clean about her fib. Her family still jokes about
the "little lie" Becca told to help a dog. Becca feels strongly
about having dogs as apart of her family because they are a
perfect example of unconditional love. Your child will always
have animals as apart of their life.

Hosting parties with friends and family is one of
Becca's favorite things to do. Just last month,
Becca threw a Friends-themed drive-by baby
shower for her best friend. Becca made sure the
event was extra special, making sure even the little
details were perfect, including some special
Friends-themed cookies and an orange Central
Perk couch. With the Friends theme music playing
as her best friend came out to the shower, she
started crying happy tears because she loved how
everything looked!

Let's Hear it for the Boy!
Stephen loves the outdoors. From an early
age, Nanny, his grandmother who raised him,
would take him camping and fishing. One
time, they were out on the boat fishing all
day. Stephen was trying to take care of the
fish they caught. To keep them safe from the
sunshine, he put sunscreen on the fish. While
his heart was in the right place, he now knows
to keep the sunscreen on humans.

Stephen really enjoys cooking which works out well
as Becca loves to clean up the cooking dishes. Two
years ago, Stephen tried making hamentashen, which
is a triangle shaped Jewish cookie filled with flavored
jam, for Becca's parents. The cookies turned out
great. Becca's parents loved them so much they have
asked Stephen to make them, again, for the past two
years.

Stephen is a book nerd! He loves to read a good a
non-fiction book. One time, one of Stephen's favorite
authors came to town. He and a group of his friends
went to the author's book signing. They waited in line
for 2 hours to meet him. He and his friends were so
excited to meet one of their favorite authors and to
get a autograph and picture with him! Your child will
grow up in a home that values the importance of
reading and education.

Stop! In the Name of Love!
We met in college and have been together ever since. We
were both in college organizations but had never crossed
paths. That changed when Becca needed to park to drop
something off at a building. She saw Stephen and asked him
if she was allowed to park in a certain space.
He told her she could, so Becca parked, but
came back later to find a parking ticket on
her car. Stephen swears Becca stayed in
the 15-minute space for three hours, but
Becca doesn't think it was that long. We've
joked about this our whole relationship.

We survived and came out stronger after Becca was
diagnosed with cancer. Stephen was her rock and did
everything from coordinating Becca's healthcare to
taking care of Becca's hair. During chemotherapy,
Stephen put cold caps on Becca's head every 24
minutes. The caps were frozen in dry ice and froze her
head to prevent her from losing all of her hair. Your
child will know the strength of family and will always
have a support system through the good, bad, and scary
times in life.

We knew we wanted to be parents early in our
relationship. After struggling to have biological
children, we were called towards adoption. We feel
that this is what we were meant to do to grow our
family, especially experiencing our family growing
when Becca's cousin adopted three children. We
look forward to joining you in the journey, and
providing updates on your child's life as they grow
up.

Brody aka Boobah

Furry Family

We both grew up with dogs in our lives.
Brody and Lolly became a part of our
family once we bought our first home.
We chose Wheaten Terriers because
they are hypoallergenic. We wanted to
make sure that we had dogs that all of
our friends and family would be able to
meet even with allergies. Being
hypoallergenic also means they don't
shed hair. We love being able to have

Lolly aka Buggy

shaggy dogs without the cleanup!

Our dogs are very similar to us in that they are silly
and have funny little quirks. Brody and Lolly love to
curl up with blankets, especially their favorite
"pink blankie." One night, Lolly curled herself up in
a blanket that Becca was using while watching TV.
Lolly curled the blanket so many times, that she
ended up pulling the blanket off of Becca. While
Becca became cold after losing her blanket, Lolly
was perfectly comfy all wrapped up!

Brody and Lolly are amazing with
children. When our nieces and nephew
come over they love to play and give
kisses to them. One time when we went to
the lake as a family with the dogs, we all
went swimming. Our dogs jumped in the
water so they could play, and swam with
our nieces and nephew. We couldn't get
them out of the water!

Bubbas On The Move

We love to compete in races. One race that we especially
love is the Warrior Dash race. It allows us to be physical and
to get messy in the mud. The last race we did was with a
big group of friends. While some of our friends were faster
than us, we had fun staying together, and completing the
course as Bubbas. During the race,
we slid head first into the mud pit.
We were covered in mud from head
to toe, and Becca got a big clump in
her mouth!

Our favorite place to be is at the beach by the water. We
gravitate to the beauty of the water and the peaceful
sounds of the waves. Once, Stephen was snorkeling and
came across a sea turtle. Stephen was watching from
under the water, and Becca was watching from above the
water. It was amazing to see him swimming near the
turtle! The turtle was very hungry and floated from rock
to rock eating algae. A huge crowd formed around to
catch video and photo of this beautiful sea turtle.

We enjoy riding our bikes. During nice weather, our
bikes get packed into our car and we head to a bike
trail. Once, while on a trail, Stephen ran over a rock
that knocked him off his bike. Other than a couple of
scrapes and maybe a little embarrassment, he was
ok! It was a good thing he was wearing his helmet
and that Becca was there! She was right there
washing off the scrapes with water from her water
bottle. Your child will experience many riding
adventures.

As history nerds, we enjoy visiting monuments and
learning more about their historical significance. The
last time we were in New York, we finally got tickets to
go up in the crown of the Statue of Liberty. We didn't
realize how high and narrow the stairs to the top were.
Stephen, being afraid of heights, chickened out five
steps in. Becca had to go up to the crown by herself
and had to ask someone to take her picture. Even
though we weren't together, Becca had a great time.

We love to experience new cultures. While in
Hawaii we were able to experience the
cultural significance associated with the
Molokini Crater which is a part of Hawaii's
environmental and mythological history.
Stephen also was able to try a Spam musubi,
which is a popular snack on the islands. It is
basically a sushi roll with Spam, fried egg,
rice, and seaweed. Becca didn't want to try it
at first. Stephen thought it tasted like very
salty sushi. Becca thought it was very chewy
and mushy.

We love to try new things, especially when it
comes to food. When we were in San Francisco,
we found a restaurant known for their Mongolian
hot pots. The fun part of Mongolian hot pots are
that you get to create your own cooking oil and
cook your own meat. Stephen was really excited
to try this cuisine. He made the oil really spicy,
which made the meat really spicy, too. Becca had
to ask the waiter for two drinks at a time because
it was so spicy!

Family Is Everything

Your child will have two grandparents, eleven aunts and uncles, and eleven cousins. Three
of those cousins are under the age of 5, with one being just 6 months.
Our family loves the water! At least once a year
we go on a big family beach trip. Our favorite was
when Becca's cousin rented a beautiful house in
Hawaii for the family to watch her compete in the
Ironman triathlon. The best part of that trip was
having a family pool party the last day. We blasted
the music and sang our hearts out while hanging
out in the pool. For "Don't Stop Believing", Becca
and her cousin opted for the noodle microphone
while Becca's mom and her Aunt used a hand
microphone. The last song the family sang was
"We Are Family" which was a perfect way to end
the trip!

Our family is super playful! Recently, we were hanging out
with our nieces. As usual, we had to play the "Jump on
Bubba" game! To be extra silly, the girls decided to jump on
Stephen at the same time. He ended up falling over with
both of the girls! This is their favorite game and thing to do
when we see them. They love to jump on "Bubba" and have
him spin them around.

Our family is very diverse! Becca's cousins adopted three
children who are multiracial. We were able to learn so
much from watching them adopt and have loved seeing
how they celebrate everyone's cultural diversity both
inside and outside of our family. Your child will share a
common bond of adoption with their cousins.

Can't Stop. Won't Stop.
We have an inclusive Festival of Trees in our
house! We involve many religions and cultures. To
celebrate Becca's Jewish heritage, she decorates
one tree with with menorahs, dreidels, and Stars
of David. Last year, Stephen got Becca a special
menorah ornament for her Hanukkah tree. We
look forward to learning about your favorite
traditions so that we can include them in your
child's life.

We are very close to Becca's parents and see them at
least once a week, if not more. They only live 20 minutes
from us which makes our Friday Dinner Night Tradition of
trying new restaurants easy. One time, we took Becca's
parents to try Indian food. Becca's mom ended up loving
tikka masala and naan bread! We will encourage new
experiences for your child, including trying food from all
cultures.
Every year, we rent a big cabin in
the mountains with friends. One
of our favorite things to do is to sit
at the table and color in coloring
books. Last year, we colored all of
the Disney Princesses using our
favorite twistable crayons. The
fan favorite princess to color was
a tie between Elsa and Anna as
this year was our "Frozen" year.

Won't You be My Neighbor?
Our living room is our favorite room in
our house. We spend most of our time
here watching TV together, and
playing with our dogs. We joke all of
the time because we have a "human"
couch and a "dog" couch. A couple of
months ago, the dogs pushed Becca
off the little couch. Brody and Lolly
now share that couch. Ever since
then, we share the big couch when we
are in our living room. Your child will
spend a lot of family time in the living
room.

There are lots of children in our neighborhood.
Most days, the neighborhood kids are playing
on the playground or riding bikes in the street.
Last week, we heard so much laughter outside
the house that we popped outside to see what
was happening. We saw five or six children
drawing pictures with sidewalk chalk and
playing hopscotch. Your child will have many
friends close by.

We love the diversity in our neighborhood. It's
wonderful to see so much culture celebrated
like Christmas, Hanukah, and Diwali to name a
few. During the celebration of Diwali each year,
families put up lights to decorate their houses.
This year at Hanukkah, the smell of potato
latkes filled the streets of the neighborhood.
Your child will have experiences with many
cultures within our neighborhood.

Our community center has Friday night family
movies on the green. It's so much fun to bring a
blanket and some treats and watch a movie on a big
screen. One Friday, they showed Minions 2, and
some of the children who came to watch the movie
showed up in costumes. We giggled so much that
night watching the little Minions running around on
the lawn in their costumes, and then watching the
movie on the screen.

Every Saturday our neighborhood has a
local Farmer's Market. This year, we took
the dogs to the Farmer's Market around
Halloween. We decided to dress the dogs up
in costumes because the market was giving
away a prize for the best dog costume.
Brody was Superman and Lolly was Wonder
Woman. Unfortunately, the dogs didn't win,
but we bought them a doggie cookie from
one of the booths at the Farmer's Market.
Your child will experience many community
events that happen in the neighborhood.

Every July, our community comes
together and has a Lantern Parade.
Everyone walks the streets with the
lantern they created, and some people
even dress up to match their lantern. A
big part of the fun is creating a new
design for a lantern each year and getting
to see all of the other creative lanterns
that are at the parade. Last year, our
favorite lantern was a huge pink fish. It
reminded us of our love of the ocean, and
it was also Becca's favorite color, pink!

The Day -To - Day
Stephen is a Vice President for his
company. We are really lucky in that
his schedule is very flexible and he is
able to work from home. He is super
sweet and makes lunch for Becca
everyday, so it is nice and hot when
she gets home for a lunch break.

As a Program Coordinator in education,
Becca has an amazing calendar. She is able
to have all holidays, weekends, and many
breaks off from work. Becca will share all
of the same holidays and breaks from
school as your child. Becca is also able to
come home everyday at lunch to eat with
Stephen.

A big part of our weekday routine is to take our
dogs for a walk everyday. Around our
neighborhood, we have a small loop of 1.8 miles. We
take the dogs around this loop everyday, after
work, unless of course it is raining. One time when
we went on our walk, both of the dogs decided they
needed to poop. While they were on the sidewalk,
they started walking and pooping. It didn't just
happen once. It happened 4 times, and every time
in the middle of the sidewalk! We could not believe
it and we were so embarrassed.

Thank You!
We are so grateful you are taking the time to get to know
us and are considering us as adoptive parents for your
child. The opportunity to be a part of your child's life is
the greatest gift anyone could ever give us. You will
always hold a special place in our hearts, as we believe
you posses so much courage and selflessness. We will
guide your child through life ensuring love, fun, family,
and education are our guiding principals. We look
forward to providing updates as your child grows up.
Thank you, again, for your consideration.

