Lali & Dillon

And Pepe and Chewy

We Love Photography,
Music and Local Sports!

Hola
Thank you for considering us as adoptive parents
for your darling child. We will always let your child
know how strong and compassionate we feel you
are. As you feel comfortable, we hope to start an
open and long-lasting relation with you. We wish
you serenity as you make this decision.

What Makes Us Tick
We grew up enjoying the outdoors in cold and
warm weather, but especially love the snow.
One year, after a fresh snowfall, we pulled our
sleds to a nearby hill. Dillon, a former ski jumper,
built a mound half way down. The crisp air hit
our faces and we shrieked and giggled as our
sleds flew over the jump and we landed softly at
the bottom. Your child will grow up building
snowmen, swimming in lakes and skipping in
the fall leaves.

We are fair-goers! Twice a year, we head to
The Great Minnesota Get-Together, one of the
largest state fairs in the nation, to ride the rides
and to eat! During our first trip to the fair, we
ordered a cone full of warm chocolate chip
cookies. Lali had one cookie, turned back to
Dillon for a second helping, and found an
empty cone. Dillon ate the whole thing in less
than a minute!

We love hosting. At our “framily” pizza
parties, everyone gets a chance to pick their
own toppings and give it a signature name.
One of our favorites was “The Squid,” which
Dillon created by cutting and reshaping a hot
dog and placing it on top of a pizza pie.
Everyone laughed and loved how crispy and
cheesy it turned out.

Lali, by Dillon
Lali is truly a kid at heart. On one of our date
nights, she proposed we build a fort! We
carefully layered cushions and blankets into
a cozy den and added a string of lights for
ambiance. We settled in our new nest and
watched The Goonies eating popcorn and
freshly baked cookies. Your child will have a
playful mother who enjoys being a bit of a
goofball.

Lali runs every single day. Several years ago, she
ran a half marathon. Accompanied by a group of
close girlfriends, she achieved a personal record,
running faster than she had ever run in any other
race. Knowing everyone would be hungry, I
ordered fifty egg rolls from one of our favorite
restaurants to celebrate her victory.

Lali loves Halloween costumes! Lali wore her
Halloween costume everyday for a month when she
was a child. She grew up making her own costumes
from scratch and still does as an adult. Three years
ago on Halloween, she dressed up as a Titanic victim
to a costume-themed book opening. In addition to
sewing together a traditional life vest, she covered
her cheeks, lips and eyelashes with blue and white
eyeshadow to get the perfect frozen look.

Dillon, by Lali
After reading Anthony Bourdain’s Kitchen Confidential,
Dillon found a love of cooking. One of his specialties is
making pasta from scratch and last week, he made
homemade linguini with a saffron and shrimp sauce. I
stepped in for the finishing touch to sprinkle the dish
with pepper. As I tipped the shaker over, the top fell
off and the peppercorns all fell into the pan! We
quickly siphoned them out, but still had a very
peppery and delicious meal!

Dillon is an engineering genius and has
competed in several Red Bull Creation
competitions with his friends. The first year’s
challenge was to build a human-powered
machine. His team won the grand prize by
building a giant hamster wheel that spray
painted messages texted from the audience!
Your child will be encouraged to be creative.

Dillon loves biking. Eight years ago, he
traveled solo on a bike tour of Southeast
Asia for over 2,500 miles! After meeting
some local teachers in Bali one night, he
stopped at their school the next day to say
hello to the students he had heard about.
The kids were excited to meet him and learn
about his trip.

Becoming a Couple
We met in graduate school. On the first day of our
Business Development class, our professor asked us
to line up by birthday. We quickly discovered that we
were born only two days apart. After a few weeks of
class, Dillon asked Lali on a date. We had
store-bought sushi and watched a bad horror movie
on a 3D screen at a medical device center, where
Dillon worked. We quickly discovered we had similar
senses of humor as we commented and laughed over
the cheesy movie scenes.

Lali was born in Lima, so early on in our relationship
we went to Peru for Dillon to meet her family. She
was really nervous about introducing Dillon to
everyone, but within in the first moments of
arriving, Lali was relieved to see him not only
practicing his Spanish with others, but joking and
hugging her uncles and grandma as if they’d known
each other for years. We learned how much we
enjoyed each other’s company on that trip and
knew it was the start of a long lasting relationship.

As we tried to start our family, Lali had a surgery,
which led to fertility problems. Throughout it all,
we supported each other with compassion, love
and optimism. We’ve learned from friends who
have adopted as well as those who have placed
children in an adoptive home, the uniqueness
and fulfillment of building a family through
adoption. We have also seen how an open
relationship can be very rewarding for the child
and adoptive and birth families. We will cherish
the opportunity to take this journey with you.

Pepe and Chewy
We grew up experiencing the unconditional
love of dogs. We wanted to find a pet that
needed a home, so within months of moving
into our house we rescued Pepe and Chewy
from a shelter. Their energy and sweetness
drew us in. When we take them biking people
are always surprised to see two dogs in our bike
basket.

Pepe loves to sleep-in and doesn’t move
from the bed even when we are making
it. He’ll sit tucked in the pillows for
hours. One time, he was so quiet under
the covers that Dillon didn’t even realize
he was in the room.

Pepe and Chewy are both very patient
with kids. We went out for a walk a few
weeks ago and two young children asked
if they could pet our dogs. Pepe and
Chewy sat quietly as the they pet each of
them. Chewy even gave them a few licks
as we said goodbye.

What We Do For Fun
Many of our moments are captured on film by
Dillon, as photography is one of his favorite
hobbies. He researched unique ways to use a
tripod and tried one of them out during a
recent visit to a national park. He spent three
hours setting up to capture a superimposed
picture of us with the sunset, which turned out
better than planned.

We love learning about other cultures. During a
recent trip to Japan, we learned about the relaxing
ritual of onsen, Japanese hot springs. Lali spent
hours studying the process and made sure not to
drop her towel in the water. This is a very important
rule not to break as it reflects the Japanese attitude
toward keeping what is already clean, clean.
Respecting and discovering new places and people
will be part of your child’s life experiences.

We love our local sports teams. Lali can
remember many hot summers watching the
Minnesota Twins on TV with her mom. Now, we
live close to the stadium and can go to games all
season long. One evening, the Twins were down
in the 9th inning. It was nerve-racking. They
came back and won the game in overtime! We
danced as fireworks went off and Prince’s “Lets
Go Crazy” blasted from the speakers.

Where You’ll Find Us
We love to go camping. On one camping
trip, we tried to stay up to see the
Northern Lights, but we were tuckered out
from all the canoeing and fishing we had
done that we fell asleep. We managed to
see the Milky Way and a few shooting
stars before nodding off! Your child will
learn about nature by experiencing it first
hand.

One year at the family cabin, we tried dog
sledding for the first time! After a training, we
met all the dogs and then went sledding on
our own. Lali almost got us stuck in the snow,
but she held on tight as the dogs lifted us out
of the snow bank. They never stopped even
when they got thirsty!

We go mushroom foraging. Last year, we found
over fifteen Morels at the family yurt with Lali’s
brother. They only come out in the Spring and
blend in so well with the leaves that it took Lali
twenty minutes before discovering there was one
right by her big toe! We brought the bounty back
to the kitchen to fry up with toast. Some of the
mushrooms were really fragrant and even
smelled like seafood!

Family

If you choose us, your child will grow up with four grandparents, six aunts and uncles
and eleven cousins ranging in age from three months to sixteen years old.
Our family is musical. Dillon grew up playing the
trombone and his mom loves to sing. Lali
recently learned to play a second instrument, the
ukulele, and rocked out with her dad playing
“Hey Ho” by the Lumineers. Lali messed up a few
chords, but her dad is a professional violinist and
was able to improvise. Your child will be
surrounded by music.

Our family is artistic. In March, Lali challenged our
family to recreate their favorite art piece using
things around the house. Lali used an old ballet
tutu to recreate Frida Kahlo’s head piece and was
able to superimpose Dillon on her forehead. Lali’s
mom, an artist, used paints and a canvas to match
the background of Picasso’s Portrait of Senora
Canals.

Our family loves trying new things. Inspired by a
trip to New Orleans, we recently went to an
all-you-can-eat crawfish festival for a birthday
celebration. It took us a few rounds to get the
hang of shelling, but it was fun learning it
together!

Family Traditions
We watch all the Minnesota Vikings games together
and go to the football stadium once a year. Two years
ago, the weather was ten degrees below zero, which
was cold, even for us! We bundled up in heavy coats
and ran from our car to the stadium. Luckily it was
nice and toasty inside and we even got free purple
Santa hats to stay warm and cheer on the Vikings!

We get together every Fourth of July for time
on the water. One year, we picked an
overgrown cucumber from the family garden
and decided to turn it into a pirate ship
complete with pirates using cloves for eyes and
paprika for the hair. We even wrote a pirate joke
that started with, “a pirate walks into a bar”, and
tucked it into the boat!

We cut down our own Christmas tree. Each
year we head to a farm with our close-knit
group of friends. One year, we took a wagon
up to the selection of firs and spruces and our
friend’s toddler picked out a tree that looked
like the one in Charlie Brown, which they
spruced up with lots of ornaments later that
night. We would love to learn some of your
traditions, so we can incorporate them in our
gatherings for your child.

Our Home and Neighborhood
We love playing games in our
backyard. A few years ago, surrounded
by blooming peonies and lilies, we
played croquet. Our friend won by
roqueting everyone’s ball and it
reminded us of the game in Alice in
Wonderland!

We live in an active neighborhood, which hosts
annual events like Saturnalia, a winter celebration.
Each year, a local farm brings in a Clydesdale to
pull a horse-drawn carriage through the streets.
The last few years, we’ve hopped on and joined
other families and neighbors in caroling. The ride
ends at a local coffee shop where singing and
dancing take place. Last year, Lali asked our
neighbor to dance salsa.

Our house borders the biggest park in the
city--filled with lakes and trees. When we
walk Chewy and Pepe through the park, we
always find something new. This Spring, we
found an owl’s nest with two little owlets. It
has been fun watching them grow and we
can’t wait to hear them hoot in the Fall! Your
child will be able to explore nature.

Weekdays
Dillon is a software engineer for a company
that supports farms. He works within a few
miles from home and often gets to work
from home on a regular basis. The short
commute and flexibility allow him to be
home early in the evenings.

Lali works from home as a project manager
for a non-profit healthcare organization.
When she needs to go into the office, she
rides her bike there because it’s so close to
home.

We always take time in the evening to go
on a walk together after dinner. Last
week,
we
walked
around
the
neighborhood and saw two foxes running
around and playing together. We
wondered if they were kits from a
mother fox we saw in the Spring. Your
child will grow up in a household that
values quality family time.

With Love and Gratitude

Thank you for taking the time to learn a little
more about us and letting us share our lives with
you. We are grateful that you are considering us
as an adoptive family for your child and hope we
can begin a lasting relationship with you, if you
wish.
With Love and Gratitude,

Lali & Dillon

