CHRIS

AMANDA
OUR NOTE TO YOU

Dear Expectant Mother,
Thank you so much for taking the time to look through our
profile. We feel blessed to have the opportunity to show
you our life together. First and foremost, we would like to
commend you on the amazing love and courage you are
demonstrating by considering an adoption plan. While we
can only truly know our own struggles; we can imagine the
emotional uncertainty you must be feeling. Please know
that you are in our hearts, minds and prayers and that you
are not alone.
The following pages will give you a glimpse into what we
look like, what we do and who we are. However, no words
or pictures can adequately convey our desire to have a
family. It is our wildest dream and our most wanted
adventure to welcome your child into our lives.
Hope has been powerful for us and it has led to you. Our
hearts are wide open with love and hope that you may find
us worthy recipients of your trust. We wish you love,
comfort and continued strength on this journey. Although
we have never met, you already hold a special place in our
hearts.

Our story began in 2012 when Christopher popped up on my Facebook 'suggested
friends' list. Most people don't believe it, but I made the first move by sending him a
friend request! He looked so mischievous and fun, I couldn't resist. The night we met at
the restaurant, he saw me in the parking lot and just stood there for a good two
minutes. I thought he was going to jump in his car and drive away! Eventually he
introduced himself and said he couldn't figure out if I was the right person on account
of me being so beautiful (he is a real charmer, if you can't tell). We talked about all of
the "wrong" things - faith, morals, politics - and we quickly learned that we were
incredibly compatible. The next day, Chris called me and told me to meet him at an
address and when I got there it was an outdoor ice skating rink. On our first date, I had
mentioned that I had never been and he wanted to teach me how to skate. The
Christmas lights, snowflakes and quiet music in the background made it magical.
Within a few short weeks we both knew that we were meant for each other. Seeking a
new adventure, we decided to move to Charleston, South Carolina. It was an amazing
place; but when Chris's sister Caitlin gave birth to our nephew, Connor, the love of
family brought us home.
After a year of dating, Chris proposed to me outside under the stars by candlelight and
of course, I had to say 'yes'. We were married after a long engagement in 2015 and
from that day forward we have faced the challenges of life together as one.
We spent a good deal of time working our way through nursing school together until
we finally graduated in 2018 and knew that we were ready for a family. We built our
home on five beautiful acres of family land in 2019 and sought to fill our home and
hearts with a child. When we discovered that we would never be able to have a
biological child, our hearts were broken.
Yet, out of the years of struggle with infertility, our hope for adoption was born. Hope
has been powerful for us and has brought us to where our story meets yours. Our
hearts and minds are wide open to the possibility of welcoming your child into our
lives. Please know many members of our family are adopted themselves - to us family is
much more than blood. We believe that family is trust, patience, encouragement and
most of all love.

At the start of our journey we chose to use "Love
More" as a symbol of our hope for adoption. These are just a few of the
many friends and family that make up our village and have pledged their
love and support to our future child.

'IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RAISE A CHILD'
- AFRICAN PROVERB

Hello, I'm Amanda! I grew up in a small town in Upstate New York loving to
read, explore the great outdoors and spend time with my family and friends.
Now-a-days you can usually find me baking and decorating cakes and
cupcakes, running on our beautiful country roads, practicing yoga, crocheting,
spending time with Chris, or with my nose stuck in a good book! I still love to
be outside and try to fit in as many hikes, camping trips, kayaking adventures
and bike rides with Chris as the weather will allow. Spending time with family
is still a top priority for me, especially as it continues to grow with our
incredible nieces and nephew! I am so grateful to have all of my immediate
family a short walk or car ride away and honestly wouldn't know what to do if
I couldn't see them anytime I wanted. I am blessed enough to also be
surrounded by the most supportive, loving, funny and strong group of friends
anyone could ever ask for. They all can't wait to be "aunts"!
I grew up knowing I wanted to help those in need, but I wasn't sure how to do
it. I even used to tell my mom that I was going to be a cardiac surgeon, but
later realized how little time that career would afford me with my family. In
my early 20's I stumbled upon the nursing profession and found my home.
I'm proud to say I'm a Registered Nurse and that I wholeheartedly love what I
do. Helping advocate, educate and heal my patients leaves me feeling
fulfilled, challenged and complete. While I love what I do, family will always
come first for me. Having a strong balance between work and home is a must
and something I will never compromise. When building my career, I made
sure it would be one that will allow me the flexibility to accommodate being
home more when the time comes to be a mom!
When I think of being a mom I think of all the little things. I can't wait for story
time before bed, snuggling up to watch a movie, game nights, encouraging
them to explore the world around them and watching their unique
personality unfold.

Amanda is the most amazing woman I
have ever met. Compassionate,
intelligent, fierce, devoted and
beautiful, her spirit lights up any room
she walks into. She exudes a passion
and zest for life that inspires
everyone. My favorite thing about
Amanda is her subtle humor - out of
nowhere she will have me in stitches!
I could not imagine a more perfect
person to embark on this journey
with. She is an amazing wife and I
know with all my heart that she will be
an even more amazing mother.

Hobbies

Baking delicious cakes and cupcakes
Running lake side trails
Sunrise yoga on the patio
Movie dates with Chris
Reading & crocheting on the front porch

Chris is the epitome of a supportive
and loving husband, never failing to
demonstrate his dedication.
I love that he makes me laugh every
single day and that he encourages me
to chase my dreams. He is my rock
when the going gets tough and above
all else, he is my very best friend.
Watching Chris with our nieces and
nephew only amplifies my love for him
and solidifies my firm belief that he
will, without a doubt, be a strong,
compassionate and FUN father.

Hobbies

Movies at the theater with Amanda
Summer boat days on Lake Ontario
Hiking the Adirondack Mountains
Fishing in our pond with family
Woodworking
Summer night campfires at home

Hello! Like Amanda I also grew up in a small Upstate New York town - we just
had apple trees instead of cows! I was a bit of a nerd growing up and was
usually engrossed in a book. I hate to admit it but Amanda and I are huge Harry
Potter fans and as a young person, I was obsessed with the books.
I was lucky to grow up in a family that encouraged an affinity for the great
outdoors. Camping in the Adirondack Mountains, hiking the high peaks, and
paddling the crisp waters of the Oswegatchie River all ignited a love for
adventure that has followed me into adulthood. I find the greatest sense of
peace in nature and feel connected to the world around me.
As a young adult I was constantly on the move. It was not until I met Amanda
that I finally felt content, I knew that I had found the person I was meant to be
with. Seriously though, it was like one of those cheesy Lifetime movies.
I became a Registered Nurse alongside Amanda and what started as a whim
has become a calling for me. The satisfaction I get from helping others is
amazing, it is not every day that you get to do what you love.
I love my career but my personal motto is 'work to live, not live to work'. I
cherish my family time above all else and am thankful for the many adventures
we have had together, especially being close by. It is not unusual for us to walk
right next door to my mom's house for dinner with the whole family.
For us, family is love and I can't help but feel a longing for a child of our own to
nurture. I believe I will be the best version of myself as a father and eagerly
await the day that prayer is answered.

Our neices and nephew have brought such joy to our lives. It has always
amazed us how such a deep love can develop in an instant, forever
changing us.
Connor and Kinley are Chris's sister Caitlin's children and we are blessed
to see them almost daily. Watching Connor grow into such a smart and
talented little man has been one of the great pleasures of our lives. He
has said he is excited to meet his new cousin! Kinley is the newset
addition to the family and she is a spitfire! She is starting to learn to stand
and pretty soon she will be running - we are all in trouble when she can!
Gracie is my sister Renee's daughter. She is truly a blessing to us all. She
is a sassy young lady with a lot of smarts. She is a little princess and never
misses an opportunity to let us all know it!
They will all make great cousins some day and being involved in their
childhoods has furthered our desire to be parents. We truly are one big
happy family.

CONNOR

KINLEY

Our only nephew! This little
guy stole our hearts from day
one. Now at 7 years old, he is
turning into a kind and loving
adventurer. It has been our
greatest joy helping him to
learn and grow.

Our second niece! This little
lady hit the scene 8 months
ago and has had us wrapped
around her little fingers ever
since! Bright eyed and curious
she is one happy baby.

GRACIE

Our first niece! This little girl
is turning 4 soon, going on 13.
Full of spunk and sass she is
shy at first but quickly warms
up. She is turning into quite
the little princess!

"HOME ISN'T WHERE YOU'RE FROM, IT'S WHERE
YOU FIND LIGHT WHEN ALL GROWS DARK."
-PIERCE BROWN

We built our home in 2019, sitting on five beautiful acres overlooking the apple orchards
of Upstate New York. The house is 2250 square feet and has four bedrooms, one of
which will be our future child's woodland themed nursery. The best part of our home is
that the downstairs has a completely open floor plan. It makes game nights, movie nights
and every night a joy to have the family all together in one space!
More importantly than the layout is the location. We are so blessed to live right next
door to Chris's mother Susan's house, with 35 beautiful acres for our future child to play
on and explore! Family is never far here, with most of Chris's family living within a few
square miles of each other, family get-togethers and celebrations are commonplace.
While Amanda's family is not quite as close, they are only a short car ride away.
Our home is more than just a house - it is where all of our dreams and hopes rest and
where all of the important people in our life come to gather. It is also home to our
amazing Newfoundland dog Maverick, Great Dane Neville and Himalayan cat Oliver.
These boys have all grown up with young children and we have no doubt they will offer
our future child the love and loyalty they have blessed us with over the years.

Every year Chris's family has a Christmas tree harvest. We all go to the local tree farm
and select a few of the most perfect trees to take home and decorate. We take
certain pictures every year before cutting down our trees and I am sure we look
ridiculous in the process. My mom Francine has a yearly Christmas cookie decorating
bonanza where we gather to make the wildest and crazy cookies you have ever seen!
They aren't pretty but they are delicious, a recipe passed down from my grandma. A
tradition that Chris and I started was collecting ornaments. Every year together we
have an ornament representing a milestone for us, something we cannot wait to do
with our future child. As you can tell Christmas is a big time of year for us!
We also have an annual Easter egg hunt. Our nephew Connor has grown up loving
the search for Easter eggs and I am sure our children will as well. Chris and I are huge
halloween fans too! We never miss an opportunity to dress up and get in the goofy
halloween spirit. A newer tradition we started is a yearly trip to the beautiful Lake
Hiwassee in North Carolina. It is a great time for us all to come together and relax, all
while bonding as a family.
Chris and I also take a yearly trip to a new place, just us. Going forward it is our most
sincere hope that 'just us' includes three. We so look forward to welcoming a child to
our family traditions - but even more importantly, making new ones of our own.

I am so fortunate to have such loving and supportive family so close by! We are a tight knit
group and help is never far away.
I was raised by my mom Susan, step-dad Bobby and dad, John. Amanda and I were lucky
enough to be able to build our home on family land right next to my parent's property,
Mom and Bob are both parents and neighbors! My dad passed away when I was in high
school and I have never gone a day without thinking of him. While he isn't here physically I
would like to think his spirit lives on as he introduced me to many of the things I love in life
and I look forward to doing the same for our future child. My step-dad Bobby has been my
father figure since I was a small child. My mom is one of the most important people in my
life. She has helped Amanda and I through so much, we would not have been able to
accomplish all that we have without her.
I have one sister, Caitlin who is married to Mike. Together they have two beautiful children,
our niece and nephew Connor and Kinley. I consider Caitlin and Mike to be my best friends
- they are good people who I look up to and love dearly. Growing up Caitlin and I fought
tooth and nail, subjecting my parents to significant annoyance while we bickered during
long vacation drives. It wasn't until I got older that I gained an appreciation for the
important role she plays in my life.
My mom comes from a very large family so our future child will have many aunts, uncles
and cousins in their life to support and teach them. Like most families we are unique and
have our differences but these differences are celebrated. I am lucky to be part of a family
that despite its diversity is so connected.

I was raised by my mom Francine, step-dad
Ted, dad Jamie, and step-mom Amy. As you can
imagine, I have a large family! I have one older
brother, Ryan, one older sister, Renee and one
younger brother, Michael. As time has gone on
my family has only grown! On my side of the
family we have one niece, named Gracie, who
is my sister's daughter.
Growing up we always enjoyed being outside
and playing games together. Ryan and I were
Dance Dance Revolution champions, Renee
and I loved to go on bike rides and Michael and
I loved anything related to dinosaurs or Harry
Potter. We even got matching Harry Potter
tattoos that say "Until the very end". I tell
everyone I had the best of both worlds growing
up with a step-mom and step-dad to also love,
teach and encourage me. If I ever needed help,
tough love or just a shoulder to cry on, a
parent was never far away. My entire family has
always valued respect, honesty, hard work and
being there for one another.

FAMILIES ARE LIKE FUDGEMOSTLY SWEET, WITH A
FEW NUTS.
-LES DAWSON

I was very lucky as a child to be surrounded by
my parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts,
uncles and cousins; something that is
important to me for my child to have as well.
We all still live within a two hour drive of each
other and make it a point to visit often, keep in
touch about our day to day lives and never
miss a birthday or holiday. Family is the most
important thing to me; it is the foundation
upon which we have built our life together.

Life is all about the journey and in this family we are on that
journey together!
In our family we sing in the car, dance in the kitchen and snuggle
while reading books before bed.
In our family we look up at the stars on Summer nights, jump in
Spring mud puddles and have snowball fights in Winter.
In our family we celebrate our differences, encourage our dreams
and love unconditionally.
In our family, 'Family' means everything.

IF YOU CHOOSE US, WE COMMIT TO:
Honor your child's unique story as well as where and who
they came from.
Unconditional love, support and nurturing.
FUN! If you can't tell we are goofy people and not afraid to
show it!
Value and encourage their imagination, education and
dreams.
Instill morals of integrity, honesty and most importantly family.
Say "I Love You" every single day and ALWAYS love more.

Thank you so much for taking the time to go
through our profile book. We are grateful
that we sparked your interest enough to
make it all the way to the end!
While making this book, we have anguished
over what to say and what pictures to
include. No words or handful of pictures can
do justice to the many blessings we have in
our lives. If you do decide to choose us as
your child's adoptive family, they would be
our greatest blessing.
We can only express gratitude for your
consideration, empathy for your difficult
choice ahead and love for you, regardless of
your decision.
We wish you peace, comfort and hope on
your journey - wherever it may lead.

CHRIS

AMANDA

"A MOTHER ALWAYS HAS TO THINK TWICE...ONCE FOR
HERSELF AND ONCE FOR HER CHILD."
-SOPHIA LOREN

