CONNELL + EMILY

OUR NOTE
TO YOU

W E A R E L O O K I N G F O R WA R D T O
GETTING TO KNOW YOU MORE!

heo

Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know a little bit more about us. We
are looking forward to getting to know YOU more!

Our promise to you is that we will love your baby. We promise to respect the
relationship that you want with us and your baby. We cannot even begin to express

how much we love you and want to support you during this process. We promise to
be your biggest supports and advocates. You will always be an important part of our
family’s story and history and promise to talk about your never-ending love for your
baby.

Adoption holds a special spot in our hearts. Both of our dads were adopted as
infants. Adoption has always been on our hearts and we have felt called to adopt as a

part of our life journey. We have an unending amount of support from our family,
and they cannot wait to share their love!

You truly are the bravest person we know. We want to support you through this

journey. We are excited to share a little look into our life with you in this profile! We
hope that you see the fun we have and the love that we have for each other. We

cannot wait to include you in our family’s story and promise you will always be a
cherished member!

conne + emily

OUR STORY

Our story started in our sophomore year of high school in
Geometry. Alphabetically our last names landed us in seats
right next to each other. We were never on each other’s
radar. Connell was the class clown and Emily was not
interested. Our friend groups hung out regularly and we
always were at the same place, but we never connected. Our
junior year of high school, everything changed. We went to
a Halloween scary movie party at the same friend’s house.
Neither of us like horror movies. We ended up sitting next
to each other and young love bloomed. From that day on we
were inseparable. We liked to have fun. We supported each
other through sporting events and went to prom together.
When graduation came around we decided to make it work.
Connell went to play hockey out of state and Emily went to
Montana to go to college. Through all the distance our
relationship grew and matured. Here we are 13 years later,
still playing jokes on each other just like we did when we
started dating

TO SAY OUR WEDDING WAS A
BLAST IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT!
WE WERE MARRIED AT A FARM,
GOATS AND DONKEYS INCLUDED.
WE WERE SURROUNDED BY OUR
FRIENDS AND FAMILY. WE HAD
FARM ANIMAL SHAPED COOKIES
AND COBBLERS FOR DESSERT AND
THE BEST BBQ YOU CAN IMAGINE.
WE DANCED AND PLAYED
CORNHOLE AT THE RECEPTION
BEFORE LEAVING FOR OUR
HONEYMOON.

WE LIKE TO HAVE FUN AND
TRY NEW THINGS!
We have been married for four years
now. As a couple we like to have fun

and try new things. The most recent
hobbies we have started are biking and

golfing. Whether it be a day on the

course with our family or riding bikes
through our community, we love new
experiences and trying new things! We
also like to get out in nature and go

hunting and fishing. Our family has a
lake house we enjoy spending time at

and in the winter we spend time skiing
with

friends.

We

like

to

go

on

adventures. We have taken a lot of road

trips with our two dogs of course and
get out and see the world.

OUR FAMILY VALUES
QUALITY TIME TOGETHER
COMPASSION
INTEGRITY

HARD WORK
CREATIVITY

LAUGHTER AND FUN

WHAT LED US
TO ADOPTION

We started our journey to expand our family in
2020.

We

soon

learned

that

Emily

has

exceptionally low egg quantity and count for her

age. With this information, we decided we would

more seriously look into adoption as a way to

grow our family. We have always felt strongly that
adoption was a part of our journey and this
solidified that for us.

Both of our dads were adopted as infants. Seeing

the profound affect that this had on both of our
fathers helped solidify the decision that we would
adopt from the beginning. Even before we knew
we would not have biological children we knew

that adoption would be a part of our future. We
always knew that whether or not we had biological
children we wanted to adopt a child in the future.

WE ARE SO EXCITED
TO GROW OUR FAMILY

CONNELL IN EMILY'S WORDS

Oh man! My husband is a serious clown. There is never a dull moment in this house. Whether he is singing a
funny song he made up, or playing pranks on me, he is always making me laugh. That is what I love most about
him, he always reminds me to not take life to seriously. Don’t let his size fool you...he is 6' 6"! He is warmest,
kindest person that I have ever met. He will do anything for anyone. He has a huge heart!
Connell is the gentlest person I have ever met! As a dad he is most looking forward to having a partner in crime!
He is ready to teach our little one all the tricks he knows like, how to hide behind a door and scare mom and
make her laugh until she cries. But beyond that, I know he will be a great dad because he cares so much about the
people he loves. He would do anything for me, and I know that he will love our baby unconditionally. I can’t wait
to see him teaching our kids how to ride bikes and play sports. I already know that he will be at every event and
practice to cheer on and support our baby.

MY FRIENDS SAY I
AM A LOVING,FUN,
AND LOYAL FRIEND.

MY FRIENDS SAY I
AM FUN, LOVING,
AND CARING.

My wife is a very supportive and loving person. She loves kids and has made a career of teaching and playing with
children. When I got into physical therapy school in Indiana, Emily moved with me and took on the
responsibility of supporting us while I studied. When I was stressed about exams and case loads of schoolwork,
she helped me realize there are things that are much bigger than that one test that I was worrying about. She
makes any task more fun, such as dancing along to the music while we are in the hardware store.
Emily is amazing with children. As a teacher she has always had a way with difficult students and takes in the
students that other teachers might overlook. She creates lasting relationships with her kids and supports them long
after she has them in her classroom. I admire how easy she makes interactions with kids look and is the first
person to sit down with friends children and play a game. She will be an amazing mother!

EMILY IN CONNELL'S WORDS

A LITTLE MORE
ABOUT US

5 THINGS CONNELL LOVES
1. Time with friends and family
2. Hunting and fishing
3. Playing hockey
4. Being outdoors
5. Spending time with Emily

MEET DODGE AND MACEY,
OUR SWEET PUPS!

5 THINGS EMILY LOVES
1. Crafts and art projects
2. Reading
3. Gardening
4. Walks with my dogs
5. Golfing, hunting and fishing

"I am a Physical Therapist in an outpatient
orthopedic clinic where I help patients recover
from injury, surgery, and regain functional
movement. I am currently in the process of
moving to another physical therapy clinic that will
be closer to home and allow me to work four days
a week to be able to spend more time with my
family.
I am so excited to become a father and share my
love for the outdoors with our child. I am looking
forward to supporting and loving our child as
they learn and grow." -Connell

"I am a teacher and my current position is
working for a family as a nanny and teacher for a
5 and 2 year old. The family I work for is
AMAZING! Through our adoption journey they
have been so supportive. After our baby arrives, I
will take time off for maternity leave and after that
our baby will come to work with me daily and
have interaction with the family I work for and
participate in all the fun activities we do.
I am over the moon to be starting a family! I
cannot wait to share everything with our new
baby. As a first-time mom I am most excited to
watch our baby grow and find their place in the
world." - Emily

CELEBRATING LIFE

Family holidays are always spent together! Christmas and birthdays are celebrated together and both sides
attend. Christmas is a family favorite! We are all eager to spend time together and exchange gifts we have

spent the year collecting for each other. One of our favorite Christmas traditions are the sculptures that
Emily’s mom makes out of the presents. In years past she has made sculptures of pets, vacuums, lawn
mowers and life size snow men! We also all get Christmas PJs that we wear Christmas day! The 4th of July
is one of Connell’s favorite holidays. We spend time with friends out at the lake. We have bonfires, watch
fireworks, and play in the water. It is one of the best weekends of the summer!

ON A DAY TO DAY BASIS, ONE OF OUR
FAVORITE THINGS TO DO IS SIT DOWN
FOR DINNER TOGETHER EVERY NIGHT.
We always take the time to sit at the table and share a meal together. We also make an effort to get out and

exercise. We often take our dogs for a walk through our neighborhood! Another one of our family’s

favorite activities is taking road trips. Whether we are driving to our family lake house or driving across the
country, we love to get out of town! We have taken trips to different national parks across the country. We

also have a group of close friends who all take a ski trip together. We cannot wait to go on these trips as a
family.

MEET OUR
FAMILY

Both of our families are relatively small, but with
that we have close relationships with all of our

family members! We have the ability to see them
on a weekly basis and talk almost daily.

Emily's Family - My mom and dad are no longer

married, but this has given me the opportunity to
have two amazing bonus parents. My dad was

adopted as an infant and is looking forward to
being an active grandparent. I also has a sister,
Mollie, who doubles as my best friend.
Connell's Family -

My parents are Debi and

Don. My father was also adopted as an infant and
is beyond excited to share that special connection
with our baby!

WE BOTH HAVE AN EXTREMELY
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR
FAMILIES AND WE LOVE SPENDING
A LOT OF TIME TOGETHER.

BOTH OF US
HAVE FATHERS WHO
WERE ADOPTED AND ARE
VERY EXCITED TO
HAVE THAT IN COMMON
WITH THEIR GRANDCHILD!

We have an extremely close relationship with our

families. Because of our close proximity we are
able to spend a lot of time together. We also
frequently are able to get together as a an entire

family...both sides get along great! During the
summer, we like to BBQ and play yard games.

One of the most unique things about our family is
that both of our dads are adopted. Our dads are
ecstatic to share their own adoption experience

with our baby. Our family is anxiously awaiting
the arrival of a little one and cannot wait to play a
huge role in our baby's life! Emily’s sister is ready
to be the best and most involved aunt ever!

HOME SWEET HOME

We live in a remodeled historic home in a quiet rural neighborhood. We have 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms,
with a cozy living room. We spend a lot of time in the kitchen and dining room sharing meals and making
dinners together. We have a spacious grassed yard, with a garden of raised beds which we have planted veggies
in. One of our favorite parts of our home are the roomy front and back decks where we are able to spend time in
the summer.

WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

We live in a rural neighborhood in Western Washington. We live at the foot of some pretty amazing mountains
where we ski and snowshoe in the winter. During the summer we often spend time at the nearby rivers and
lakes. In walking distance of our house, we have multiple playgrounds and parks, as well as hiking trails. We live
in one of the best school districts in our area for state for athletics and academic achievement. All the schools are
within walking distance. In our immediate community we have a very diverse population. We are in a unique
area close to multiple big cities.

WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY WE HAVE AN ACTIVE DOWNTOWN LIFE. THERE ARE
FREQUENTLY DOWNTOWN MARKETS AND CELEBRATIONS. OF THE CELEBRATIONS
IN OUR AREA, WE CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH, AND HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH, EACH CELEBRATED WITH VARIOUS CULTURAL EVENTS.

IN OUR FAMILY
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

We are planning to stay in our current home for next year to 18 months. As we rent,
we are working toward buying a house in our same community. We also plan to take
more road trips and adventures. We are happy to be close to family and friends and
love the time that we get to spend with them. We would also like to grow our family
through another adoption in the future.

WE ATTEND A CHURCH WITH AN AMAZING
GROUP OF FRIENDS

Our friends also all have kids that are around the same age. It is exciting that our
child will have a community of friends that will help support their walk with God. It
also is an amazing opportunity to create a support system of people who love our
baby and will continue to have our child's faith in mind and pray for their journey.
This is something we and our support system are already doing everyday!

EDUCATION IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US

We want to provide our kids with the education they need to succeed. We are open to
whatever kind of school creates the best learning environment to support our child's

need. Whether or not they attend college is up to them. The most important thing is
that our child finds something that they are passionate about and are able to take the
steps they need to be successful. College is not the right fit for everyone and we are
happy with whatever career path they choose to take to start their life independently.

WE NEVER STOP ADVENTURING

No matter how big or small the adventure, we are always ready to try something
new! We want to keep our life fresh and exciting. We cannot wait to take new
adventures and watch how those adventures change as a new family. Whether we are
checking out a new restaurant in our area, going on a road trip or flying around the
world. Even the smallest things can turn into amazing memories and new traditions.

Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us! We look forward to getting to know you more
during this process and after. We are excited to keep in touch with you, and as your baby grows watch you form
a relationship with them. You will always be a part of our family and a part of everyday conversations in our
house. We want to share your love for your baby and include you in their life. We will openly and honestly talk
about you and include you in the conversations about our family and the important role you play in this
process.
We are truly here to support you and you are in our prayers ALWAYS. You are an amazing mom and we want
you to feel all the love that we are sending you. Thank you, thank you, thank you again for getting to know us.

conne + emily

