Sarah and Eric

thanks

FOR OPENING OUR BOOK
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hello
Thank you for taking a moment to get a glimpse into our lives and who we are through
our profile book. Our names are Eric and Sarah and we were both born and raised in the
Midwest and don’t plan to leave anytime soon. We have no idea what you are going through
mentally, emotionally, and physically at this time in your life, but we want you to know you are
special and you are loved. By weighing your options to make the best decision for you and
your child, we can feel your radiating love.
With all of our experiences prior to meeting each other and after meeting each other, we
both knew we would be amazing parents one day. So a year after Sarah finished college,
we decided to start trying to expand the family. After trying to get pregnant for a couple of
years and undergoing basic fertility testing, we decided that it was not in God’s plan for us to
conceive a child. Since Eric has a strong connection to adoption and both of us have formed
strong bonds with youth in our community, we decided to start learning about adoption. After
much research and long talks on our morning walks, we decided to pursue adoption
because we loved the idea of forging a beautiful relationship with a birth family and
that connection to the birth family never being turned off.
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for taking the time to look at our profile book. No
matter what happens from here, we will always hope for the best for you and your child and
you will be in our thoughts and prayers. We know you have many things weighing on your
heart right now and we want you to know that we are all in. We are committed to stand by
your side and your child’s side through the happy times, the sad times, the easy times,
and the hard times because we want what is best for you and your child.

WITH LOVE,

Sarah and Eric
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our story
Our relationship is the definition of fate! We both grew up in Sioux City, Iowa and went to the
same church our entire lives. However, due to a nine year age gap, our paths didn’t cross until
much later. It wasn’t until January 4, 2014 when we met for the first time while helping our
pastor move to a new house. We chatted the entire day and when I (Sarah) left town shortly
after, we connected on Facebook so that we could continue getting to know each other! A
few months later, I came back to town and Eric instantly took the opportunity to ask me on
our first date. He invited me to the Cinderella ballet where he had the role of the King (he
even wore ballet tights!). We started officially dating a month later!
Fast forward one year and I (Eric) began putting my plan titled “Operation: Propose to Sarah”
into action! After purchasing a ring and getting permission from Sarah’s Dad, we headed
up to my grandparents’ cabin for the proposal. As the sun was setting one evening, we sat
together on the dock. I took out my bass guitar and sang an original song. The last line of
the song was “Will you Marry Me?.” Sarah said YES! On July 8, 2017, we tied the knot at our
church in front of all of our friends and family.
We are best friends, and it makes us both so incredibly happy to know that we get to
spend the rest of our lives together. We can’t wait to discover what comes next.
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our life together
OUR MARRIAGE
We love the life we have created together, and believe we have a very strong marriage. Some
of our strengths include: our ability to compromise when we don’t agree on something,
listening and understanding each other’s opinions and viewpoints, our love and passion for
each other, and the strong support system we have built around us with family and friends.
O U R FA I T H
Our faith is very important to us and helps us lead the best lives we know how! Through our
faith we have made friends and had unique volunteer opportunities. We learn more and
more everyday how to trust in God and His plans for us. Since Jesus died on the cross for us,
we try to be compassionate, empathic, and forgiving.

TOGETHER WE LOVE TO:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Travel cross country (Our dream is
to travel to all 50 states together!)
Swim
Eat at our favorite restaurants
Watch/go to movies
Play board games
Try new recipes

•
•
•
•
•
•

Go to the Farmers Market
Spend time with family and friends
Go to events around town
Go to live theatre/musicals
Watch football games
Attend football games
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why we are adopting
Since the start of our relationship, kids have always been a
part of our plan. We imagined a mix of biological and adopted
kids, all blended into one amazing family. However, after trying
to conceive for two years without success, we decided that it was
part of God’s plan for us to adopt instead of doing any form of
fertility treatment. So, in 2020, we started learning everything we
could about adoption, and it quickly became clear that becoming
adoptive parents was the way we should grow our family.
In hindsight, many life experiences for both of us have helped lead
us to our decision to adopt. My (Eric’s) aunt and uncle adopted
children from Russia and from Guatemala. Adding my adopted
cousins to the family introduced more joy and love into my family
than I ever thought possible. And for me (Sarah), my experiences
babysitting and working at a summer camp opened my heart to
caring for children. I love getting to help kids build confidence,
create new friendships, try new things, and grow in their faith with
Christ.
For both of us, we believe that every child deserves a loving
home, feel safe, secure, and loved. We have so much love to
give and can’t wait to welcome a child into our family.
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meet sarah

My Occupation: I am the definition of the luckiest pharmacist in the world!
I am a third generation pharmacist at our family owned pharmacy and all three
generations graduated from the same university. There is never a day when I wake
up not wanting to go to work because I get to work next to my mom, dad, aunt,
and uncle, while helping people! When a child joins our family, we plan to use an
in-home day-care with family available to help when needed.
My Passions: I am passionate about -- cheering on the Iowa Hawkeyes and Green
Bay Packers (much to Eric’s dismay because he likes the Minnesota Vikings)/
volunteering / being around family, friends, and pets / being the best role model,
friend, and parent figure to our godchildren (Benny and Sophia)!
Why I want to be a Mom: I want to be a parent because I believe that I have a
lot of love to give. Growing up, I loved being around kids! In high school, I used
to babysit my parents’ friends’ kids while all of our parents went out. To this day,
all of the kids still talk about when I used to babysit! One of my favorite memories
is teaching our god-daughter, Sophia, how to touch the bottom of an eight foot
pool. I loved seeing her eyes light up when she finally mastered the skill. My heart
overflows thinking about having the opportunity to love and teach our child
new things!
Friends Say I Am: Outgoing, competitive, dedicated, up for anything, witty, kind
Favorite Movie: The Lion King
Favorite Book: The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen
Inspired By: Anybody who follows their dreams and takes a chance!
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INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:
Reading
Watching TV/Movies
Going on walks
Traveling
Swimming

“I want to be a parent because I believe that
I have a lot of love to give!”
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meet eric

My Occupation: I am a computer software tester. I enjoy it because it is a very
challenging job. I can test things and make them work even when I do not have
any information.
My Passions: I am passionate about my friendships. Many of my friends are
from childhood and it is very important to me to devote the time and effort into
maintaining our relationships. I am also passionate about the theatre! I like to act
and direct and have played in dramas and comedies. I like to think that directing
has helped me prepare to be a Dad. Your mind goes 100 miles an hour when you
direct: there is music, dancing, lights, sound, props, and painting a set you have
to think about.
Why I want to be a Dad: I want to be a parent because I have so much love to
give in my heart. I volunteer with kids in church and in theatre, and I love getting to
play a role in encouraging and supporting them. I can’t wait to go on adventures
in our neighborhood, introduce them to the theatre, teach them about Jesus, and
to explore the world together. I have a big heart and would give a child an
amazing life.

Friends Say I Am: Thoughtful, creative, involved, thorough, kind, easy going
Favorite Movie: Moana
Favorite Book: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Inspired By: My grandparents’ ability to raise 5 kids and be teachers too
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INTERESTS AND HOBBI ES:
Directing and Acting in theatre
Playing with our cat Bolt
Playing board games with friends and family
Traveling
Swimming

“ I want to be a parent
because I have so much
love to give in my heart. ”
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Sarah in Eric’s words
“I love Sarah because she constantly makes my life better!
Everything Sarah does she does BIG and with her whole heart.
Being loved by Sarah is the best feeling in the world. Sarah loves
unconditionally and will be an incredible mom! She will give
a child all the love and attention they want and need because
that is what she has done for me. She has treated me better than
anyone in my life, and I will always love and respect her. She is the
brightest part of my day. I appreciate what a wonderful person
Sarah is, she is the best part of my life.”

Eric in Sarah’s words
“Eric is hard-working, reliable, kind, funny, smart, and the best
friend/teammate anybody could ever ask for. He has an amazing
talent for turning a bad day into a good one! Eric will be a great
parent because he has a ton of love to give and is already great with
kids! With our godson, Eric has taken the time to build a beautiful
relationship and learn all about his interests. I know that Eric will be
a great parent because the second we decided to adopt, he got the
first time parent nerves and is hands on with everything that we do.”
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our home
We bought Grandma’s house! When my (Sarah’s) grandma decided that she was ready to
move to an independent living community it was a no brainer that we wanted to make her
home our forever home. There’s so much love and family history in this house, and we are so
grateful and excited that this is the place where we will raise our own family!
Our home has 5 bedrooms and a big backyard with lots of space to play! Our absolute
favorite part about our home is that Grandma left us some of her furniture. We have been
blessed getting to use the same kitchen table my grandparents purchased when they first
got married. We enjoy making new memories at that kitchen table like decorating Christmas
sugar cookies with our close friends. This summer we revived the rhubarb garden that my
Grandparents planted! We added tomatoes and watermelon. Eric has enjoyed going out
every day to pick the ripe tomatoes and monitoring the growth of our watermelon.
Besides being blessed with an amazing home, we have also been blessed to live in a
great neighborhood. Sidewalks line both sides of the street throughout the entire
neighborhood so families are seen going on walks while kids are running, biking, or
scootering around. We also live near a church with a large green space which provides a
great opportunity for playing catch, soccer, or flying a kite.
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meet bolt

We have a cat named Bolt! He can usually be found
sunning himself in our big picture window or begging
for any kind of human or cat food he can get his paws
on. When he is not napping, he enjoys playing with yarn,
having his cat toys thrown down the hallway so he can
pounce on them, or helping destroy the evil gift bags
that take over the house during special occasions. He
also enjoys greeting everybody that comes to the front
door!
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our families
Sarah’s Family: My parents (Bill and Sharon) and younger sister (Lindsey) live 5 miles
from our home. We see each other every day and have dinner together multiple
times a month. We enjoy spending our weekends in the backyard pool in the summer,
going to Hawkeye sporting events, and watching movies together. I’m also very close
with my extended family. My grandma and most of my aunts and uncles live close
by, too. Besides making sure we are together on major holidays, every birthday is
recognized and celebrated, and we love spending time together in general. Since
family is very important to us, my family will be very involved in our children’s lives.
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Eric’s Family: We are close with my family! My parents (Scott and Diane) live in the same town
as us and my older brother (Phil) lives in Iowa, too. Phil lives about three hours away and we
try to see each other about once a month. We don’t have any nieces or nephews, but one of
our close friends considers us family and made us God-parents to their son and daughter.
We see my family at least once a week because we go to the same church and they will be
involved in the baby’s life. My parents are both retired and are eager to babysit if needed.
They are a good support system for our child to learn honesty, hard work, compassion,
and treating others the way you want to be treated.
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in our family. .

W E S E E K , W E G O, W E F I N D

We seek – adventure, excitement, to grow in
our faith in God, and new experiences.
We go – with the flow of where life takes us.
Whether it is following our concrete plans
or throwing them out the window and being
spontaneous since you only have one life to live.
We find – the best in people, the best in tough
situations, excitement in the small and big
things in life.
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thoughts on parenthood:
WE HOPE TO TEACH OUR CHILD TO BE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Independent
Hard-working
Kind
Reliable and dependable people
Self-supporting
Brave
Confident and secure enough to be who they are
Open-minded
Committed
Honest
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thank you for
considering us!
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before you go
We are sincerely grateful that you took the time to turn the pages of our book. Not only do
we hope you saw the love we have for each other, but since it takes a village to raise a child
we hope you saw the love our village provides us as well. If you felt a spark or connection to
us after reading our book, this is what we can commit to you and your child:
•
•

•

•

•

We can commit to an open adoption. Together we want to create an adoption
plan that works best for all of us.
We can commit to your child having a relationship with Jesus Christ. We are
active in our church and we are excited for your child to become a part of our
church family.
We can commit to fostering the growth and development of personal
interests and educational endeavors and challenge your child to succeed at
anything they set their mind to. We would also like to instill values such as:
independence, good work ethic, honesty, bravery, and kindness.
We can commit to being the best parents we can possibly be. In our care,
your child will feel safe, secure, loved, respected, cared for, live in a stable
environment, and have parents that are always present.
We can commit to honoring you in your child’s life. You will always be spoken
of highly in our household and we want your child to know your family story.

As you embark further on this journey always remember God will never give you more than
you can handle. So trust yourself and follow your heart because you are the only person that
can make the best decision for you and your child.
“There is only one thing that outweighs every other concern. One thing that will
make you give up on everything you thought you knew. Every instinct. Every
rational calculation. Love.” Jim Halpert, The Office

WITH LOVE,
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Sarah and Eric

