B L A K E + C H A R LOT T E

It's so nice to mt you!

We have written this letter a thousand times in our heads. We wonder who you are and
where you’re from. We wonder if you’re safe and warm and loved. We wonder if you’ll
read through our book and find us charming or kooky, or maybe a bit of both! We
wonder how it’s possible to love people that we’ve never met, to care for them in a way
that is strange and familiar at the same time. We can’t begin to imagine what you’re
going through but, we can empathize with some of the emotions you may be feeling.
We have been battling infertility for several years. It’s humbling to discover that your
body can’t do something it was designed to do, carrying children. It feels almost like a
betrayal of sorts, which you may be feeling for the opposite reason. We’ve felt the pain
of loss through miscarriage. And while you’re not having the same experience, we
imagine that you might be feeling a sense of loss for the child that you’re carrying. It’s not
lost on us that fulfilling our dream of expanding our family comes at the expense of you
breaking yours. There are no words to express our gratitude.
If a marriage is the union of two people, adoption is the union of two families. As such, it
seems fitting to present our vows to you. We vow to love your child as if they were born
to us, because blood does not make a family, love does. We vow to be open about the
adoption and make sure your child knows their story. We vow to support your child as
they grow to become their own person, celebrating successes and exploring new passions.
We vow to be perfectly imperfect parents. We know we will undoubtedly make
mistakes, but we will learn and grow as a family.
We pray that as you read through our book, you’ll find a connection to us and our
family, one that we will happily expand to include you and your child.

with love,
Blake + Charloe

WE WILL RAISE OUR CHILD IN AN

AUTHENTIC WAY THAT HONORS THEIR

BIRTH FAMILY AND OUR SHARED VALUES.
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ADOPTION

We discussed the desire to have children early in our relationship
and found that it was a shared dream. Charlotte expressed to
Blake her desire to adopt, even if we were able to have biological
children. He agreed that he was open to it as well. Shortly after
getting married, we decided to see if we could grow our family.
After a few unsuccessful months, we decided to see the
gynecologist who encouraged us to try for a few more months
before seeing a fertility specialist. The pandemic delayed our
appointment with the fertility specialist, but we made the most of
it and kept trying on our own. Once we were able to see the
specialist, the reality was sobering and heartbreaking. We were
told we had a 1% chance of conceiving naturally and decided to
pursue in vitro fertilization. Before we made the decision we
agreed that if we were unsuccessful with IVF, we were ready to
pursue adoption as well. We were hopeful and yet cautious as
we started the process, and in the end we had three beautiful
and perfect embryos. Sadly, those beautiful embryos turned into
two gut wrenching miscarriages, but we gave 110% to the process

and were ready to turn our focus to expanding our family
through adoption.
After giving ourselves some more time to mourn the second
miscarriage, we began to discuss adoption. One of our close

friends had adopted domestically, and we asked her if she would
talk to us about her experience. We peppered her with questions
for several hours and she was kind enough to share the good,
bad, and scary parts with us. The more we learned, the more
excited we became. We both accepted the fact that we are not
likely going to have biological children, however through adoption
we could still be parents.

THIS IS

our story

Our love story began like most these days, on a dating app. This app required that you have friends in common to

connect, and we both decided that based on our connections that a first date was worth a shot! Our first date was
standard “getting to know you” over some delicious chicken wraps. We concluded that it was worth a second date and
made plans to play trivia at a local pizza place the next week. Date two we discovered that we were terrible at
trivia…and even worse at picking a team name. On date three, I really started to fall for Blake. I beat him at Mario
Kart (he claims he let me win) and he beat me at giant Connect Four (I most definitely did not let him win…I tried

very hard to beat him). We ended up laughing until our faces were red and our bellies hurt…and six years later
we’re still laughing together! - Charlotte

After a couple of years of dating, we both decided to start looking at rings and talking about our future together.

When the day came, which also happened to be Charlotte’s birthday, I got her a Kate Spade jewelry box that she
had mentioned weeks prior as something that she liked. On the box it said “when in doubt, add something
sparkling”...which is exactly what I intended to do! Within the jewelry box, I hid the engagement ring. She opened the

box so fast that I didn’t have time to get down on a knee. By the time she found the ring, she handed it to me so that
we could do the official proposal! - Blake

Lile Blake

Lile Charloe
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OUR WEDDING

We had two ceremonies for our wedding! One with all our friends and family so that they could celebrate our big
day, as well as an official ceremony in the Bahamas just for the two of us. The local ceremony was in a small
downtown church and was officiated by one of our close friends. It poured rain on our wedding day. During the
ceremony, the rain stopped and the sun came out, bathing us in the most beautiful colored light from the stained glass
in the church.
For our wedding in the Bahamas during our honeymoon, we had a beach-side ceremony with just the two of us, the
officiant, and two witnesses. We were welcomed by cheers from fellow hotel stayers as they watched and celebrated
our wedding. For the rest of the honeymoon, we enjoyed Paradise Island and all of the surroundings.

M E E T

BLAKE

I look forward to becoming a father and being able to share experiences and help a child realize their full potential.
I want to help our child experience different things and decide interests and fully support those decisions. I want our
child to be in a place where they know that they can always count on us and know that we will be there for
support. I want them to know that regardless of a school concert, little league game, or whatever they are into they
will be able to look at the audience and know that Charlotte and I are there to cheer them on!

I N C H A R LOT T E ' S W O R D S

Blake is the perfect balance for my personality. While I’m usually the one that wants to create a plan and check things
off a “to-do” list, he reminds me to slow down, relax, and enjoy the moment while we’re in it. His love language is
definitely spending time together, and he’s happy doing almost anything as long as we’re doing it together. Blake is
incredibly smart and driven in his career. He’s been a champion for women in his heavily male-dominated field, with his
team being 50% female. This is especially important to me being in a male-dominated Science and Engineering field
myself. He will be an excellent role model for his future child. Blake always makes me laugh, especially when he senses
I’ve had a bad day. He’s got great “dad jokes” and willingly tells them to anyone that will listen. Blake remembers small
details that I quickly forget and gives thoughtful gifts for special occasions. He’ll bring home my favorite cookie or flowers
just because he knows I will love them.
Blake’s easy-going nature makes him very patient with children. He’s great at doing repetitive tasks without getting
annoyed, like tossing a ball or listening to the same joke. Blake loves basketball and grew up playing the game. He’s
looking forward to being able to play basketball with his child in our driveway. Blake is looking forward to teaching our
child about engineering and math. I think Blake will be the best father to our children. His niece loves Uncle Blake and
will chatter about her love of Barbies, asking Blake if he had a Barbie camper when he was a kid.

I am a Preconstruction Executive for a local construction company. I lead a team that helps with project budgeting,
constructability reviews, and helping maintain project success by keeping long lasting relationships with our key
subcontractor base. My employers are very family-oriented. The company has an unlimited paid-time-off policy and
allows for time off for parental leave. My job also allows for completely remote working on some days which will allow
for being home when and if necessary.
In my free time, I enjoy watching and attending the various sports that I grew up playing like football, basketball, and
baseball. Luckily, I get to do that with my wife as she also grew up a big college football fan. I’ve always been
somewhat of a video gamer, but as other responsibilities have emerged I haven’t been as active there as I was. I enjoy
getting outside on weekends and performing weekly yard work and getting to see the end results.

M E E T

C H A R LOT T E

I have wanted to be a mom for as long as I could remember. My mom jokes that you can’t find a picture of me as a
child without a baby doll. I’m most excited about caring for this tiny human and watching him or her grow up and
discover what they love and are passionate about. I want to teach my child about art, reading, and science. I am so
excited to see the world differently through their eyes, through the wonder and innocence of a child.

IN
BLAKE'S
WORDS

Charlotte is a person that always thinks of others over herself.
She always has birthday cards, pick-me-up gifts for friends,
and will always go the extra mile for others she cares about.
She has a large drive to be the best version of herself and give
all that she has in something. She does not put partial effort
into anything. I love that she is hardworking, caring, has a
competitive drive, and strives to always put her best foot
forward.
Charlotte has always had a pull towards children when we
gather in family and friend settings. She will always be the first
to ask if she can help watch or hold children. The younger ones
enjoy getting picked up or played with on the floor, making
funny faces or whatever it takes to help cheer them up or
make them laugh. She will play with the older kids helping
push them on swings, playing with dolls, or getting the Super
Soaker water guns ready to play outside. I think she is looking
forward to being the nurturer and role model as a mother. Her
natural drive is to look out for others, and I think that would
just be taken to another level as a mother. She will be caring
and nurturing, but also the one that will make sure the child
gets every opportunity to be successful in life.

My undergraduate degree and PhD are in Chemical
Engineering. I’ve spent most of my career in the
pharmaceutical industry, recently working in gene therapy on
potentially curative treatments for rare genetic disorders. I’m
fully work-from-home and interact with coworkers around the
world. My job offers a lot of flexibility to work from any
location and I’ll receive six weeks of parental leave for the
adoption. I plan to continue working after the baby arrives, but
will have plenty of paid time off to enjoy with my family. My
mother and father are relocating to our hometown to help
care for our child. My mother-in-law is also retired and
recently moved back to be closer to us.
I’m an avid reader and you’ll often find stacks of books on my
nightstand and in my Kindle app. I enjoy doing projects around
the house. I like working out and frequently jog on the
treadmill or go on long walks through the neighborhood with
one of my best friends or Blake. Blake and I enjoy watching
sports, pulling for our college teams and local professional
teams.

H OW W E

spend our days

We enjoy walking around our neighborhood in the evenings when the temperatures are not too scorching,
spending time with friends and family, hosting game nights or movie nights and cookouts at our house, watching
our favorite college and professional sports teams, watching our favorite TV shows and movies, playing with our
pup, Riddley, playing video games on the PlayStation game console, and traveling to tropical destinations for a
week of rest and relaxation.

We value time together. We both have extended families with lots of aunts, uncles,
and cousins and we enjoy the company of the large family. We celebrate all of the
major holidays and birthdays together, as well as just getting together to enjoy each
other's company.
We value service and giving back to the community. Charlotte volunteers at the
Ronald McDonald House and Blake participated in youth outreach programs at
work. We both pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child to honor a family friend
that died in a tragic car accident.

Our Family + Friends

BLAKE'S FAMILY - I have a large immediate family that includes a sister, two half sisters, and a stepsister. My sister, Emily, has two children with her husband Matt. Savannah is six and Luke is one.
Sommer and Brooke, my half sisters, were born in a later marriage on my father's side and both are
university aged. My step-sister, Tiffany has two children with her husband Bryon. Hudson is four and
Hayes is two. My mother Lori is married to my step father, Terry, and my father Rodney is married to
my step mother, Cheryl.
My family mostly lives within a 45 minute drive. We try to have get-togethers as much as we can,
which usually involves a lunch or dinner a few times each month with each of my parents. We typically
see my sister at all major holidays and family birthdays. When we told my family that we were
pursuing adoption, they all embraced it and asked if there was anything they could do to help. They are
excited for us and can’t wait to have a new family member to love.
CHARLOTTE'S FAMILY - I’m the only child of my parents, Janet and David. My mom was one of
five, and I have many cousins that are close in age. My cousins’ children call me Aunt Charlotte and
they were part of my wedding party.
Through the struggle with infertility, our family and friends have been checking in and asking how they
can support us. When we told them we were adopting, they cheered and cried with us, assuring us we
were going to find the perfect birth family and child to love. They keep us focused on what is important
and excited for what is to come. Their love and support quell out anxiousness as we walk through this
process.

BLAKE'S

FA M I LY

C H A R LOT T E ' S

FA M I LY

OUR

holidays
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR OUR FAMILY TRADITIONS AND
WE ENJOY MAKING NEW TRADITIONS IN OUR HOME.

We always decorate our house for the holidays. Whether it's Easter, July 4th, Halloween, Thanksgiving, or
Christmas, we like our home to be festive. We put decorations at the front door for almost every holiday. In the
fall, Halloween inflatables and lights that put eyes on our garage doors make our yard spooky. In the winter,
Christmas inflatables and lights deck out our house.
For 4th of July, we host family and friends for a cookout and watch the beautiful fireworks display from the
putting green at the clubhouse in our neighborhood. It's always a night we look forward to!
For Halloween, we turn the lights orange and purple in the house and put on our favorite couples Halloween
costume, bacon and eggs, to hand out candy to the neighborhood children.
On Christmas, we typically go all out with five Christmas trees. Our living room tree is approximately 14 feet tall
and is visible in our two story living room window. The other trees are spread throughout the house and contain
the various ornaments that we had prior to marriage and one that has combined decorations. We also decorate
the bedrooms in themes: Snoopy Christmas, The Simpsons Christmas, trucks with trees, and Santa flamingos. We
decorate our dining room with Christmas china and eat there on Christmas day for lunch or dinner.

WE LOVE THAT OUR HOME HAS BECOME A CENTRAL
PLACE FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO GATHER!

W E L C O M E

OUR

T O

HOME

We have a 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath house. Four rooms are set
up as bedrooms and one of the rooms is used as a full time
office as Charlotte works from home. Our backyard includes a
built-in swing set with several changeable swings and bars, or
hammocks if the adults want to relax. It is completely fenced
in so that our dog, Riddley, can roam in the backyard while
we are outside. We have a family picture wall inside that we
add our special memories to. In our basement, we have a
home movie theater and a large open play room for toys.
Our community is very culturally diverse. There is a local
elementary school and community center walking distance
from our house, and the middle and high schools are just
outside our neighborhood. The neighborhood has a kiddie
pool, larger pool with water slide, tennis courts, putting greens,
golf course, and playground with multiple age appropriate
equipment. There is a neighborhood swim team and various
camps for golf and tennis throughout the summer. Our
surrounding areas are full of things to do - museums, event
centers, playgrounds, libraries, nature trails, and a state park.

MEET RIDDLEY
Riddley is our Yorkshire Terrier. Charlotte rescued her a few
months prior to us meeting. Her primary hobbies are sleeping
and eating. When children are around she is very gentle and
enjoys a good petting session.
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OUR FUTURE
With our current careers, staying in place makes the most sense for both of us long term. When we purchased our
house, we did so with the knowledge that family expansion was one of our goals. Our hope is that the resources
and community surrounding us create an environment that will help a child be able to explore many options. We
would like to continue to have family vacations once we are able to, either just our immediate family or potentially
with extended family depending on the destination. Within our state, we can reach the beach or the mountains in
just a few hours. When our child is old enough, we would love to take them on international trips to expose them
to different cultures.
OUR FAITH
We would like to instill the same values that we currently maintain and pass those along to our child. We were
active in church as children, attending Sunday school and vacation Bible studies. Our extended family is also very
faith based and our child would have that extended network and support system. We want to encourage our child
to explore religion and ask questions as they grow. We will encourage them by bringing them to church to learn
about Jesus and allow them to take the lead on their path towards accepting Jesus into their heart and baptism.
We want them to be exposed to a life of service, helping those less fortunate in the community. We will seek out
opportunities to help them understand their privilege and how they can use it to do amazing things for others.
EDUCATION
We both attended public schools and public universities growing up, but would want to tailor the education based
on our child and would evaluate once they got to that age. Our community has lots of options between public,
private, charter, and montessori schools that we would evaluate to find the best fit.
We would want to encourage our child to attend college, but will also be supportive no matter what direction he
or she chooses as they move through their education journey. Working in Science and Engineering is a part of
both of our occupations, but we also know that there is a successful path that can be followed in trade schools. Our
families are a good mixture of skilled workers, such as carpenters, plumbers, cosmetologists, photographers, realtors,
and firefighters and traditional office-based jobs like engineers and project managers. We want to instill the drive in
our child so that they want to take their passions to the highest level to achieve the goals they set, whether that is
through education, training, or experience.

T H A N K YO U
We hope that through our profile book you’ve had an opportunity to get to know us and love us. If you
feel like we’re the right family for you and your child, we will welcome you with open arms and lots of
hugs. We know this is not an easy decision for you and we pray that you’ll find peace and clarity during
this process. Thank you for spending a little bit of time with us. We are so excited to get to know more
about you and we hope that this is the beginning of great things to come.

with love,
Blake + Charloe

"DO NOT BE AFRAID FOR I AM WITH YOU; I WILL BRING YOUR

CHILDREN FROM THE EAST AND GATHER YOU FROM THE WEST."
ISAIAH 43:5

