Doug and Jennifer

Hello!

We are Doug and Jennifer.
We thank you for taking the time to learn more about our family. We are thrilled to tell
you a bit about ourselves and know that we cannot fit a lifetime of memories into this
small book. We hope to convey the most important parts of our story and how we see
ourselves as parents someday. It is a privilege to share our hearts with you today.
We cannot imagine how you are feeling in this difficult process. There have to be so
many emotions going through your head right now. Please know that regardless of your
decision, we wish the best for you and for your child. We will be praying that God grants
you the kind of peace that “surpasses all understanding.”

Doug and Jennifer
With Gratitude,

Our Story

We were introduced through mutual friends in
a grocery store parking lot in 2002.
We started dating within a few weeks and spent hours on the phone together. Jennifer was attracted to
Doug’s kindness, desire to get to know her and his good looks! It also didn't hurt that he drove a Mustang!
Doug was attracted to Jennifer’s determination, how she listened to him and that she was dependable. He
also didn’t mind the way she looked in her cheerleading uniform!
In 2008 we were engaged in Jamaica. We were there for Jennifer’s cousin’s wedding and Doug proposed
by the Caribbean sea. When he was getting ready to propose, a local vendor pattled up asking us to
buy some shells. We reluctantly agreed so that he would leave us alone, later we found it was a live
starfish! We married in June 2009 in the same church we attend today. It was a warm, summer day but
downpoured just prior to walking down the aisle. They say rain is good luck! We returned to Jamaica for our
honeymoon. We literally grew up together and have been through many of life’s trials.

At the heart of it,
we are truly best friends with
a deep love for one another.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
says the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you

a future and a hope."
Jeremiah 29:11

Meet
Jennifer

Meet Doug

What Doug has to say about Jennifer:

What Jennifer has to say about Doug:

Jennifer is a HR professional who owns a recruitment firm. She works from home and plans to

Doug is an IT business owner. He started his company when he was 19 and built it with his

continue to work from home after we are blessed with a child. She doesn’t want to miss out on any

business partner and best friend. Doug is driven, loyal, a careful decision maker and a man of his

special moments with him or her. Jennifer is loving, puts others before herself and has an amazing

word. He is someone you can count on with anything you need. He is a giver.

work ethic. She leads an active lifestyle and makes her relationship with the Lord a priority.
Doug will be a great parent because he is stable, genuine and has a ton of love to give to your
Jennifer will make an excellent mom because she has taken care of kids since she was young at her

child. He will encourage their dreams and help them in any way he can. He also knows how to

mom’s daycare. She has always wanted to be a mom and has sacrificed a lot in pursuit of her dream

be playful and silly as a “hands on” Dad. I have no doubt that Doug is going to be an incredible

of motherhood. She will be a caring, loving, amazing Mom.

parent and I can't wait to start this new adventure together with him!

Jennifer loves

Doug loves

Teach ing Jazzercise classes, going to movies,

yard work, electronic music, bicycling,

shopping, listening to music, dance, reading, iced

potato ch i ps, action movies, picking out home

coffee, cheese, ch i ps and di p.

furnish ing items

Our Community

We love where we live!

We live in a diverse midwest community. It is a growing community with access to stores, restaurants,
museums, bike trails, an active downtown area, public and private schools and more. We live about
a mile from the church that we attend each week. We are also involved in a bible study for young
married couples. Our community events include the annual State Fair, a huge fall parade and large
ag show. The industries in our area are primarily agricultural and manufacturing. We have big city
accommodations with small town values. We enjoy going on walks, out for dinner or to the movies.

Our Home

We love our home. It was built in 1973 and is a 2-story traditional home with 3 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. We
moved here three years ago and have enjoyed remodeling the home to a contemporary design. We like the
process of making it our own and adding unique items. We enjoy the view of the mature trees from our
balcony. We live in a safe and friendly neighborhood. We have a mix of ages in the neighborhood including
adults near retirement and young families with lots of kids.
We cannot wait to snuggle up in the living room to watch movies, to host birthday parties in our dining
room and play in our large fenced back yard with our future baby. We dream of the day we hear the patter
of little feet on our wood floors and giggles throughout the home.

Our Rylin

WE ADOPTED RYLIN FROM OUR LOCAL SHELTER AT 4 MONTHS OLD.
Rylin was an energetic, playful, vivacious dog. She was a huge part of our family. We took her to
daycare so she could socialize with other dogs and go swimming. She went everywhere with us
including running errands, stopping for a Starbucks for her “pup cup” and going to the dog
park for a walk. She truly was our fur baby and was a source of comfort through many years of
infertility and loss.
Sadly, we lost our sweet Rylin earlier this year. We are forever touched by the joy and love she
brought to our lives. We built a memorial bench at her favorite dog park near our home. We
plan to open our hearts in the future to more pets. We’d love to have two puppies that can play
together and get into mischief with our future baby!

Why adoption?

We decided to begin building our family in 2016. After several months, we were referred to a fertility
specialist. We were treated for over three years and underwent several treatments including IUI and
IVF. We sufferred a heartbreaking miscarriage in 2019 and had our final failed IVF in the Spring of
2020. After the final failed treatment, we spent time grieving our losses. We also spent time in prayer
asking God what we should do next.

Rylin taught us

to be patient, silly and how to take care of another life.
We will be better parents some day because of our experience
as a Fur Mom and Fur Dad.

We decided that it was more important to become parents than it was to share the same biology.
Jennifer grew up in a blended family and saw first hand that blood doesn’t make a family rather, love
makes a family. We decided then to fully pursue adoption as God’s plan for our life. His plans are so
much greater than anything we could have planned for ourselves. We are so happy to be building our
family through adoption.

Our extended family
Both of our parents live in our community within a 3-5 minute drive of our home. We see our families about
once a week for dinners, coffee or just a random meet up. We spend Christmas Eve with Doug’s family,
Christmas Day with Jennifer’s family and alternate Thanksgiving and Easter with each family. Our families
are so excited for us to build our family through adoption and cannot wait to love on another child. They
fully support our decision to adopt.

DOUG'S FAMILY
Doug’s family consists of his Mom Diana, Dad Jack, 38 year old brother Clint who lives nearby and 28 year
old sister Crystal who lives a few hours away. Clint has (3) sons aged 13-16. The family enjoys meeting
together for dinners, celebrating birthdays and going for a drive around town. His parents have been
married for 42 years.

JENNIFER'S FAMILY
Jennifer’s family consists of her Mom Jean, Step Dad Dan, 22 year old Half brother Matt who lives at
home, 32 year old sister Sara who lives nearby and 34 year old step sister Ivy who is married to her
husband Michael and lives about 9 hours south of us. Ivy has six kids from a blended family. We travel to
visit them a few times per year. Her parents have been married for 26 years. There is never a dull moment
at our family gatherings. They enjoy Husker football and having barbecues.
Jennifer is particularly close to her cousin, Nicole. They grew up together and served in eachother’s
weddings. She has six kids and lives about an hour away. They like to meet up regularly for “girls night.”
Doug and Jennifer are close to Doug’s sister Crystal. They visit her regularly and have traveled together
a few times, including a trip to NYC.

travels

WE BELIEVE IN COLLECTING EXPERIENCES ABOVE MATERIAL OBJECTS
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING ABOUT OTHER CULTURES.
We have been blessed with the ability to travel frequently. We usually take about 3-4 trips per year. Our
favorite places to travel include Mexico and Colorado. We go to Mexico every year, some times twice
a year! We stay at a condo, go to the beach, snorkel, relax and have made some friends there. We also
enjoy hiking in Colorado and do this often. Other locations we have traveled to include Jamaica, NYC, Texas,
Vegas, California, Arizona, Chicago and Florida. Our dream trips for the future include Italy, Greece
and Dubai. We plan to continue to travel once our baby is old enough to join us. We want to take our
baby with us and have them learn about people who are different from them. We cannot wait to begin
making memories as a family of three!

In this family..

we believe in our Christian faith and the Lord Jesus in our true savior.
we love big and put each other first.
we snuggle, hug, kiss and show affection openly.
we explore our world and collect experiences.
we are open and honest about our challenges, fears and beliefs.
we laugh, have fun and enjoy life to the fullest.
we work hard, dream big and believe there is no limit to what you can achieve.

10 fun facts

1. We LOVE celebrating Halloween in our neighborhood and
give out candy to over 300 kids.
2. Every year for Christmas since we were teenagers we drive around, look
at Christmas lights, listen to festive music and drink hot cocoa.
3. We have swam with whale sharks in the open ocean in Mexico.
4. We each have a few tattoos
5. We listen to music while cleaning our home and
Jennifer usually does more dancing than cleaning!

6. We could eat Mexican food for every meal
(tacos, quesadillas, burritos, nachos).
7. We drink an iced coffee or iced white chocolate mocha from
Starbucks nearly every morning.
8. We have a few rental properties that we enjoyed rehabbing together.
9. We are involved in our community and have served on various boards like
the Humane Society, Habitat for Humanity, a youth leadership group and
a youth mentorship program.
10. We enjoy landscaping, planting flowers and working each year on our home.

Our Promises

Should you choose to create an adoption plan with us,
we make you the following promises:
We promise to love your child unconditionally and encourage them.
We promise your child will know about their first parents and the selfless sacrifice you made.
We promise you will be celebrated in our home.
We promise to pursue a level of openness in adoption that you are comfortable with including
sharing photos, videos and/or annual in person meetings.
We promise to raise your child with Christian values.
We promise to support your child exploring their interests in sports, music, art,
dance or whatever they are passionate about.
We promise to model a loving, supportive and life long marriage for your child.
We promise to provide a safe and stable environment for them to grow up in.
We promise to encourage their growth and development.
We promise to show them the importance of helping and giving back to others.
We promise to ensure they receive a quality education through college that helps
nurture their mind and set them up for success.

before you go...
We appreciate you taking the time today to learn a bit more about us, our hearts and the
dreams we have for the future. We cannot wait until the day our empty arms are filled
with a precious baby for us to love for life. We trust that God has already chosen our baby
and have faith that we will meet him or her soon!
We don’t know you yet but we already know that you are courageous and strong. You are
giving life to your sweet baby. You have some tough decisions ahead of you. Please know we
are praying for you and your baby. We ask that God continues to bless you with comfort,
wisdom, and strength. We hope that He guides you through all of your days.

Doug and Jennifer
Prayerfully,

we loved you.

We loved you before we knew you, even
when there was j ust hope for you –

