james + mindy

hello !

it's so nic e to me et you !

hello !

i t's s o n i c e to me et you !

Thank you for choosing to get to know us through our profile. We know how

incredibly tough and selfless this decision is and we feel blessed that you are
considering us. We believe whole heartedly in open adoption and are
committed to keeping a connection between you and your child. We hope by

learning about us, that you will find comfort in knowing how much we want to

share our lives with another child, and put them at the center of how we
choose to live going forward.

We were very lucky to have our son, Lucas, five years ago, but we had

multiple miscarriages both before and after we had him, and more recently
have struggled to conceive despite three IVF attempts.

During our journey to have a family we considered adoption repeatedly,

discussing it as a possibility before we even had Lucas, and since because we

had always planned to have at least two children. We would be blessed to
share our lives with another child, and consider it a wonderful opportunity to

expand our family and create many more happy memories together. We are

also very fortunate to have a home and the means to support a larger family,
and as a couple have always wanted our children to grow up with brothers or
sisters with whom they can form lifelong friendships.

We hope you enjoy reading through our profile. We are praying for you as

you make this difficult decision, and we hope you feel all the love and support
that you deserve.
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our story

We both love the outdoors and signed up for a camping trip to the south of Paris. James happened to be
the one driving people from London, and we met by spending six hours each way in a car together. We

bonded over English music, French wine, campfires with friends and scrambling amongst boulders in the

French countryside. When we realized we lived and worked in the same area of London, we had our first
official date at an Italian restaurant near Kew Gardens, and spent two happy years dating. We visited

sites around England, created shared friendship circles, and continued to travel abroad and visit new
places. We very quickly realized that we wanted to share the rest of our lives together, though maybe in
a warmer, drier climate than the UK.

We both went to the same University, James as an undergrad, and Mindy later on as a graduate student.
When Mindy’s college was throwing their 100th biannual party, we jumped at the chance to dress in our
finest and celebrate together with our shared friends. James spent seven hours trying to find the perfect

moment to propose. However, arriving at the end of the party around 4am, James instead had to use his
best negotiation skills to convince Mindy, despite protestations about tired feet, that the perfect end to
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the night would be to walk back along the river to our accommodation. As we crossed one of the bridges
over the river we realized the sun was coming up. James finally had the perfect opportunity to get down

on one knee and ask Mindy if she wanted to spend the rest of her life with him. The rest, as they say, is
history!

Our wedding was in a small Mexican coastal town, Tulum. It was a lovely, warm and sunny April day with
many family and friends. We decided it was the perfect, though dubiously “central’, location since James'

family and friends were coming from the UK, and Mindy’s family and many friends were coming from the

US. We wanted to have a more intimate wedding and embrace the special time we could spend with

family and friends over the week. James surprised quite a few people with some hidden salsa skills for
the first dance. We also had wedding parties in Mindy’s hometown, Rome NY, and in London, UK, for the
various friends and family members that were unable to join us in Mexico.

time together

We love hiking and visiting the climbing gym, and we try to find a weekend every month or so for an
overnight family trip to the mountains or the beach. Sometimes we just want a low-key evening reading,

watching a film, or grabbing takeaway to eat in the tree house James built. We enjoy exploring and have
loved spending time in Charlotte and the Appalachians, and in the future hope to visit more of the

Carolinas and further away in the States, especially the National Parks. We've enjoyed our large yard
where we've been able to spend time with neighbors while all our children play together.

James loves his coffee and meat, and
Mindy loves her nutty, crunchy food,
so we take turns finding new places to
enjoy a date night.

w h a t m i n d y h a s t o s ay

about james

James is kind, caring, trustworthy, intelligent, creative, handy around the house, passionate and honest.

He does everything to make sure Lucas and I have the best lives possible. James is a very talented, well
rounded person. I have always admired his ability to be there for someone in need, have a high moral
code, to not be afraid to speak up and to learn quickly, such as being able to successfully move into a
completely new career field.

One of many reasons James is special is his willingness to try new adventures in life. For instance, his
openness led to us moving and settling in the US.

It melts my heart to see the man he has become with Lucas. They have lots of fun playing on the play set

James built and reading Harry Potter books. We enjoy outdoor activities and as a trained teacher, he
likes to guide children to explore what interests them and he enjoys witnessing them enjoying life to
their utmost.

meet
james
Growing up, my parents taught me to not take what I had for granted, and that we need to work hard

for ourselves and for those around us, and ensure that we always treated everyone around us with

respect and grace. I was afforded a huge number of opportunities to learn new skills and have varied
experiences, and I'm adamant that my children will have the same opportunities to learn about
themselves and learn about what they love.

I am a Product Methodologist / Enterprise Transformation Consultant, currently supporting a large

company to be more agile and empower its IT teams to deliver products that customers love. I work

remotely and travel occasionally. I have unlimited paid time off and so while I can't literally take
unlimited paid time off, I have an uncharacteristic level of flexibility in when and how I work.

I'm an avid reader, which I very much hope to pass on to my kids, and while working I like to use the
indoor bike and garden and landscape as a mindfulness activity. I enjoy playing with Lucas in the yard,

hanging out with neighborhood friends and their kids, or visiting nearby parks, splash pads, or the

nearby amusement park and zoo. On weekends or on vacation, I love to travel to new places and explore
different histories and cultures, or being more adventurous and climbing up mountains or skiing.
However, if we’re looking for a more low-key, relaxing time, I also really enjoy the beach and have sailed
a fair amount in the past.

As a father, I really look forward to seeing Lucas interact with a sibling, to see them play, bond and form
a relationship. I love being surprised by how a child grows, learning about their personality quirks and

sharing in their excitement about the world around them. I’m also really looking forward to seeing what
kind of youth, teenager and adult they become, and relish the opportunity to support them in the highs
and lows of their lives, and being there to help them achieve their hopes and dreams. Without a doubt, I

will also get the opportunity to learn a lot about myself, and know that it’ll be an incredibly exhilarating
journey to take part in.

w h a t j a m e s h a s t o s ay

about mindy

My wife is one of the most selfless individuals I have ever met and would do anything within her power to
give her children the utmost security and love. She works tirelessly to ensure that Lucas and I are cared

for, and loves nothing more than being with us and enjoying experiences together. Mindy has a huge

heart and a beautiful smile, and I can’t think of anything more heartwarming than watching her eyes

light up when she sees that we are excited and happy. She has the patience of a saint and when things
get difficult she perseveres without complaint. She’s an incredibly smart, strong, courageous woman and
I love having her as a friend and parter in our family’s journey.

Mindy is devoted to creating enriching play times that are both educational and fun, and is quick to help

children feel relaxed and at ease. It’s a joy to see how she gives children the space to use their own voice

and coaxes them along when they struggle or get impatient. She’s very observant and it’s always fun to
hear her recount stories about how Lucas and others have responded to new experiences. She really
values a child’s sense of identity and confidence playing with others. Being able to help our children
experience the joy of a sibling relationship, through all its ups and downs, is something she is really
looking forward to experiencing and supporting.

meet
mindy
I grew up in an American-Italian family. We lived in the same town as my mom’s three sisters and their

families. We would go to my grandparents house nearly every Sunday for a pasta meal, amazing dessert
and relaxing with family. My grandfather’s siblings and their familiars would also often pop in during this

time, so no dull moments on Sundays. Traditions like this aspire my family and me to have similar
gatherings frequently.

I am currently a team manager for a natural resource group that strives to sustainably grow and use
trees and crops. My company is supportive of family and they offer 12 weeks paid maternity/paternity
leave. I am regarded as a honest, hardworking employee, manager, and co-worker. I plan to continue

working, hopefully in a reduced capacity. While Lucas is attending school, we are planning to have a
combination of mom and a small daycare to take care of our younger child while I work.

I love the outdoors, ranging from walks in woods to hiking mountains to camping. I enjoy learning about

nature and have taken many courses relating to the natural environment. I think some of the most
awesome trips are visiting National Parks. A couple of my favorites are Yosemite and Yellowstone. I enjoy

physical activities such as running, biking and yoga. I also enjoy puzzles, games, baking, exploring areas
we live in and further afield traveling. We are fortunate to have traveled in Europe while living in the UK
and my studies included a month long fieldwork trips in Central America, South America and Africa.

I love watching Lucas grow up and see his personality come out more and more over the years. I really
want to experience this again with another child and see our children learn together about the world we
live in. I love being a mother and have so much more love to give!

meet
lucas

Lucas is a happy, kind, helpful, silly, and loving five-year-old

boy. He is excited for a baby brother or sister. Lucas loves to
play with magna tiles and Legos. He also enjoys crafts and

playing with neighborhood friends. He always exhibits a

huge amount of joy just playing with others, whether it’s hide

and seek, frisbee, climbing on the play set, soccer or walking
with Mommy and Daddy.

family time

We enjoy spending time together as a family. In the mornings we do puzzles together, or play

card games, and in the evenings Lucas loves playing on the play set, or go out for a meal
together, though it's probably the frozen yogurt afterwards he loves the most!

So far, we have made several trips to the Carolina mountains and beaches along with a few

trips to the UK since moving to the US. This past winter we had snow and we had a fantastic
time making snowmen and sledding. We look forward to taking our children on family
adventures and embracing cultures around the world.

our family

w e l o v e o u r f a m i l y a n d w e a r e s o t h a n k fu l
fo r t h e l o v e a n d t r a d i t i o n s w e s h a r e w i t h t h e m
Both sides of the families are excited for us to be expanding our family. Our extended family are all very

aware of how family-oriented we are and how much we want to have a larger family. They are all very
excited to meet the new addition and we know they will be such a great support system as our children

grow. We have family who live near, and family who are far away, but we feel the love and support from
all of them!

Mindy's Family - My mom and stepdad live about fifteen minutes away from us. My brother, Shahn, and
his ten-year-old son, Alex, also live close by. I also have an aunt, uncle, and cousin that live on the other

side of town and we see regularly. My cousin, Randy, and his wife, Amanda, have a two-year-old
daughter, Sofia. We see other extended family from New York when they come to visit once a year.

James' Family - My Mum and Dad just moved from London to northern England. My brother, William, and
his partner, Carina, and their four-year-old daughter, Olivia, live in greater London. My sister, Katie, and

her husband, Jon, have a son named Max who is two-years-old and a baby boy on the way. They also live
in northern England. I have a sister, Emily, who is married to Mike and they have a baby on the way. They

live in Bristol, England. We keep contact with frequent family Zoom calls and we usually visit one or two
times each year. They also come to visit us once a year.

Our values are demonstrating and teaching how
to be loving, respectful, and hardworking, that
itʼs better to have grace and understanding than
to ʻwinʼ, and that life is about our loved ones
and our experiences together.

family traditions
We h ave s o m a ny t r a d i t i o n s a n d
m o s t o f t h e m r evo l ve h e av i l y a r o u n d fo o d !

Birthdays are a day of doing something fun. Lucas chooses what he wants for a birthday cake and
Mindy bakes it. We will invite some combination of neighborhood friends and family over to eat cake
and spend time together. We also have a birthday party on the weekend closest to his birthday.

We gather for most holidays throughout the year. In addition to the big ones like Thanksgiving and
Christmas, we celebrate Easter together and organize an egg hunt. July Fourth is a time for good

BBQ, water balloon fights, and fireworks. Halloween is about dressing up and going out trick or

treating and doing fun spooky activities with neighbors. Visiting a pumpkin patch is a family favorite.

Thanksgiving is all about turkey and pies, so many pies. Christmas season starts with the family
decorating the tree together, baking Christmas cookies, and taking part in selecting gifts for a child
in need. Christmas Eve is celebrated with a feast of the fishes, midnight mass and opening one

present. Christmas Day is continuation of family being together to celebrate and mixing James’

traditions with Mindy’s. When we are in England we further celebrate the season by getting together
on Boxing Day with more extended family and having another roast!

our home

We bought our 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom house three years ago. We picked this house because it is in

a family friendly neighborhood and has 1 acre of land, which is plenty of space for James to create a

garden and for Lucas to play with friends. Plus it has a large open space kitchen to make it easy to
prepare for large family gatherings.

We have created a playroom, and enjoy creating different spaces for different activities, whether it's
relaxing with others, cooking and eating, reading, watching TV, exercising or studying. As a family,
we enjoy the outdoor spaces such as the deck and the tree house where we can watch the humming
birds visit and the rabbits dart around the tree line.

We are located in a good school district with many dedicated teachers. Our neighborhood is small

which has allowed us to to know nearly every neighbor and we are fortunate to have diverse

neighbors coming from Dominican Republic to South Korea to India, as well as various

socioeconomic backgrounds. There are a nice variety of cultural festivities in our metro area

throughout the year. One of our favorite is the Yiasou Greek festival. We have easy access to local
parks as well as a day trip to the mountains and beach. The nearby amusement park has fantastic

rides for all ages and an attached water park, and there are several zoos, nature and science
centers.

t h o u g h t s o n fa i t h

We believe that it’s important to expose our children to the Christian faith, the
Word of God and the local community. However, we want our children to actively
choose their path, and have their own personal relationship, and be aware of

what that means. We would like to look into local kids ministries that provide an
opportunity for kids to develop their faith and we will encourage through that
process.

thoughts on education

We plan to send our children to college, but plan to adjust to each of their dreams
and needs. James taught 11-18 year olds in the UK and developed the

qualifications and national examinations currently used across England and

Wales, as well as Online and Blended learning platforms used across the United

States. We’re very aware of the different learning paths that can be available, as
well as the hurdles that can impede them from reaching their full potential or
pursuing their goals, and ultimately want to make sure that the educational path
taken by our children is personalized and meets their needs and desires.

b efore you go
We want you to know that we will love and support our children and honor where they come from

unconditionally. We know you are trying to make the best decision for your child and it comes from a
deep well of love, courage, and selflessness. We will dedicate ourselves, heart and soul, to caring for our

adopted child in a way that truly respects their place at the center of our family and respects their
identity and heritage. You will always be held close to our hearts, with the highest respect, and your child
will know that they are deeply loved, not only by us, but by you as well.

Thank you for taking the time to get to know us. We are looking forward to learning more about you and
are so thankful our paths have crossed in this way.

