Joe & Liz

& Aurora!

Nice To Meet You!
We can not and will not begin to pretend we know what you are going
through. We can imagine this is a very challenging, emotional time for
you. Please know that if you choose us, your baby will be cared for,
accepted, and unconditionally loved with every fiber of our beings.
Your baby’s health and emotional well-being will come first in every
decision we make. We plan to tell your child their adoption story
early and often, accepting them for the unique and wonderful
individual that they are.
While this part of our journey has been a little unexpected, our
desire to be parents has never waivered. Your child is so wanted and
so loved! We are not alone, your child will be surrounded by an ocean
of accepting family and friends!
Thank you for taking the time to get to know our family better! We
truly hope whatever path you choose, you will find peace and healing.

What We’re About:
We love to go on different adventures and
explore! Last summer Joe participated in a
mystery scavenger hunt and found one of the
items was a shipwreck at a beach not far
from us. We hopped in the car, chatted with
the locals, and scoured the beach until we
found it! On the walk back to the car a
thunderstorm started, but we managed to run
the mile and make it back safety. Your child
will grow up in a family ready for adventure!

We love do it yourself projects. One of
the first projects we did in our home was to
renovate our kitchen. As most home
renovation projects are, the project was
more challenging than expected. This
helped us learn a lot about working together
as a team and communicating effectively.
The project turned out beautifully and we
especially enjoyed the memories we were
able to make together.

We enjoy entertaining. Whether it is friends or
family, we make time for the people in our lives that
we love! Moments before guests arrived at one of
our first parties, the kitchen faucet snapped off
and sprayed water everywhere! After turning off
the water and changing our clothes, we decided to
throw all the dirty dishes in a tupperware container
in the basement during the party. Our flexible
family had a good laugh about the situation and the
party was a success!

Liz by Joe
Liz grew up in a family that worked with their
hands. If you ask her, she proudly shares
that the smell of fresh cut lumber was the
smell of home. Liz loves to work with her
hands and teaches herself new ways to
improve our house. Last summer break, Liz
power washed and painted the exterior of our
house. One component that was particularly
challenging was doing the detail paint just
under the roof. Liz laid on the roof and
carefully painted by reaching her arm around
the side of the house! We were amazed at
the difference it made in our home!

Liz is the most patient person I know and this shows in her
passion for working with individuals with special needs, as
a special education teacher. A few years ago when we were
at our cousin’s graduation, Liz was stunned to see a former
student singing in the choir! When she worked with him, he
would become frustrated and act out due to not being able
to communicate effectively. Liz had spent countless hours
working with this student to effectively communicate and
manage his anxiety. Now, here he was, standing in front of
hundreds of people SINGING. Liz was so happy for him
and his family she couldn’t help but cry! Your child will
experience unconditional patience, guidance, and support as
they navigate their world.

Liz is known by her friends and family to make
the best out of situations. Earlier this year
we had planned to celebrate Liz’s birthday at
a local restaurant we had been waiting months
to try. Unfortunately, it downpoured the
entire time and our favorite ice cream shop
closed early. I felt bad that her special day
didn’t go as planned, but Liz didn’t mind. She
said she was happy to get to spend time
together, no matter what we were doing. We
enjoyed a delicious brunch and walked home in
the rain.

Joe

by Liz

Joe loves to read so when our niece Rose visits Joe
always reads stories to her. The last time they visited us,
Rose ran right to Joe with a book, a huge smile, and signed
‘read’ to him (open hands). After happily agreeing to read
Rose the story, Joe looked down to realize the book was a
Potty Book. Though he turned a little red, he kept his
promise and read her the story.

Joe values the mind-body connection. He loves
to work out and do things that keep him
physically fit. In 2019 Joe and I trained
together to complete a Spartan race; a 10 mile,
20 obstacle course excursion. It was a much
muddier experience than we had anticipated, but
we had a blast! On one obstacle we had to climb
a 30 foot wall with a rope. Due to my very muddy
shoes I lost my footing, slammed into the wall,
and dropped to the ground. Joe immediately
jumped to the ground to make sure I was okay,
then coached me from behind to ensure I
completed the obstacle safely.

Joe enjoys researching and exploring
unique places. Last fall he learned about the
‘Singing Rocks’ that were close by. Visitors
hit the rocks with hammers to make music.
Joe and his work partner went on an
adventure to find them and despite a freak
snowstorm, they were able to successfully
‘play’ the singing rocks which reverberated
chimes through the quarry. Your child will go
on many adventures!

Becoming a Couple
We met on a dating app. For our first date we
went out to dinner We talked for hours and
were unaware that we were the only people who
remained in the restaurant. Liz, quickly
realizing how late it was panicked as it was a
school night her first year of teaching. She
left so quickly she barely said goodbye! Liz
called Joe the next day to apologize, explain
her abrupt Cinderella-like behavior, and Joe
being the flexible man he is, did not think
anything of it.

A few years into our relationship Joe's mother
asked us for help in moving across the country,
from New Mexico to the East Coast. We were
thrilled to hear that she was ‘coming home’! We
flew to New Mexico to help her pack for several
days and then drove the Uhaul across the
country while Joe’s mother and her husband flew
home. On the journey home outside of Nashville
Joe spotted a stray kitten that darted under the
car in front of us! Joe quickly jumped out,
grabbed the kitten and carefully placed it in my lap
at the traffic light. After giving her some food
and water, we went an hour out of our way to
safely place it at the local animal shelter

Shortly after we were married, we were thrilled to find out
that we were pregnant. Unfortunately, Liz miscarried around 10
weeks and was unable to become pregnant again despite several
rounds of IVF. Adoption wasn’t always our plan, but many of our
greatest treasures have come from our struggles. It is our
heart’s desire that we are eventually able to adopt two children
as we want to have more than one child in our family. We look
forward to joining you on your journey.

Aurora
We both grew up with a family dog and we
adored them. We were excited to have Aurora
join our family shortly after we were married.
She is an Ibezean Hound/Boxer mix. When we
rescued her from the local shelter they told us
that she was not very snuggly, but over the
years her personality has shined through to
show she is extremely affectionate and snuggly.

We enjoy working out in our basement and
“Coach Aurora” frequently visits us in the area
and even provides the occasional ‘wet willie’
during plank sessions. She did this just
yesterday to Joe, and Liz found it very amusing!

Aurora loves children. She naturally
knows to be gentle. Shortly after
Aurora joined our family, we took her
to a local eatery with Liz’s parents. She
fell asleep while we chatted away.
Suddenly the one-year old next to us
darted over and jumped right on Aurora!
Aurora simply turned to look at him and
licked his little hand.

Hobbies & Interests
We enjoy hiking. Early in our relationship we
were able to visit one of Joe’s childhood
friends, Mohammad. Since Joe is an only
child, he had many friends growing up that
were like siblings, so Mohammed is
considered one of his cherished brothers.
We had an amazing time and were even able
to hike a volcano in The Ring of Fire! The
hike was exhausting, but the memories (and
the view) were totally worth it!

Liz is an active member of the equal abilities organization
in the area and enjoys volunteering at the annual
community fair and organizes the 5K run. Last year at the
fair Liz monitored children playing on a massive inflatable
Titanic while Joe worked the grill. Liz loved watching the
kids have so much fun!

We are total nerds at heart and love
to be silly! A few years ago, our friends
got married in a planetarium and we
were able to explore the ‘please touch’
museum/obstacle course attached. We
had a blast exploring, in our formal
attire! We went on a zipline and
crawled across a wire. Several guests
at the wedding had experience
performing on broadway and sang during
the reception. It was beautiful! Your
child will be encouraged to be the
unique, wonderful person they are!

Hobbies & Interests
We enjoy exploring traditions and cultures that
are different from our own. While volunteering
in the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina, Liz
met and made a life-long friendship with Ketki.
Ketki invited us to her wedding, which was a
traditional Indian Wedding. We attended the
Baraat where her husband rode an elephant and
we danced in the street! We were excited to
participate in something outside of our own
traditions and especially admired the beautiful
details of the saris (dresses the females wore).

We make it a point to support our ‘village’ however we can
and they do the same in return. During the pandemic, our
closest friends were having a very hard time being isolated.
We made a point to have a weekly game night with them on
Zoom to hang out. We especially loved playing Spymaster.
It was something for all of us to look forward to and it
helped us get through.

Volunteering and giving back to the
community is an important aspect of our lives.
As an Eagle Scout, Joe enjoys volunteering at
the local troop headquarters and lending a
hand during camping trips. Last weekend the
troop worked with meals on wheels to deliver
100 meals to local families in need. Your child
will grow up in a home where giving back to the
community is valued.

Family
If you choose us, your child will have 5 grandparents,
35 uncles & aunts and 47 cousins, 4 of whom are adopted.

Our large family is a fun-loving bunch!
Each holiday we sit together at two large
tables and enjoy a home cooked meal
together. Three Easters ago we flipped
the tables and put the elderly members
of our family at the traditional “kids
table”- they LOVED it!

Our family loves to play games, whether it’s
kicking the soccer ball around outside or
playing our favorite board game, Apple to
Apples. Last year we were playing a memory
game with several relatives. Liz’s
grandfather was quiet during the game, so
we though he wasn’t really paying attention.
However when it became his turn he knew
EVERY ANSWER! He blew us away!

Our family enjoys camping! We have a local
campground about 30 minutes from our house
where we enjoy hiking, kayaking, and having
bonfires. Last year we decided to canoe
instead. We had some difficulty navigating
the canoe and accidentally tipped it over!
We had a good laugh and in the end decided
to stick to kayaks. Your child will be
encouraged to explore the great outdoors!

Traditions

Our family loves to sit down to home-made meals together at the holidays. Unfortunately
due to COVID we were unable to gather for Christmas in 2020 We took the opportunity to
make Liz’s grandmothers signature dish, perogies. We made over 200 perogies and
delivered them to family. We then hosted a Zoom Game Night on Christmas and enjoyed the
perogies together. We would welcome your traditions and customs to incorporate in our
gatherings for your child.

We have started a tradition of doing something
special together for birthdays rather than
material gifts. For Joe’s mom’s birthday we
ate lunch on a old train as it traveled through
Amish Country. We learned that the area had
an amazing train museum too! We had a
wonderful time spending the day with family.

Every summer our family rents a beach
house for a week. We enjoy taking the
family dogs to the dog beach. Our
favorite part is walking the beach in the
morning with a cup of coffee. This past
year our niece Rose joined us and loved it
even more than the dogs! She kept signing
for dog (open mouth panting).

Our Home
Our home is located on a short, dead-end
street in the suburbs with our family within
an hour drive. Our favorite spot in our home
is our back patio. We love spending evenings
in the spring and summer hosting friends
and eating on the patio. Recently we
invested in a fire pit! We had friends over
last weekend and made s’mores. Your child
will see family and friends every weekend
and enjoy playing in the grass!

This is the view of our backyard from the
future nursery. We look forward to putting
up a swing set, soccer net, or whatever
floats your child’s little boat! Your child
will have a safe area to play everyday and
will be encouraged to bring friends and
make memories.

Our street has lots of sidewalks and we
are in walking distance of downtown. Our
friends are currently fostering their niece
Trudy and she often comes over to play.
Trudy loves to walk up and down our street
and visit the local playground just down the
street. The first time Trudy visited the
playground she was a little intimidated by
the other children playing, but with some
encouragement from our neighbor’s
children she quickly joined in the fun!

Our Neighborhood
Our town has many parades and festivals we enjoy
attending! The town often closes down the street
to allow people free movement in the downtown
area. One time our close friends (who live several
states away) happened to be visiting family in the
area. They texted us on a whim to see if we were
around. Turns out we were in the restaurant
next door! We had a great laugh and an even
better time in our unplanned hangout! Your child
will enjoy a wide range of community activities and
festivities with their friends and family!
Our local school district was ranked in the top
20 in the state and we have lots of children
that live on our block who attend the local
public elementary school. Last fall our
doorbell rang randomly one day. It was our
neighbor’s child and her friend selling peppers
from their garden. They explained it was a
project for their class and they had developed
a business model for growing and selling
produce. We happily purchased a few peppers
to support the cause!

Our neighborhood is very involved in the
community! When we were volunteering at the
local co-op grocery store (owned by community
members) in 2018 we worked alongside several of
our neighbors. We were thrilled to learn that the
neighbor across the street also owned a skate shop
and another down the street owns a wonderful local
farm to table restaurant.

Weekdays
Being an educator, Liz’s schedule is very
predictable. She works traditional business
hours without much variation and is always off
on nights, weekends, holidays, and summers.
We both come from families of educators.
Liz’s mother was able to stay home Liz in the
early years of her life and Joe’s mother, a
retired teacher, was also able to enjoy
summers at home with Joe. We both valued
these experiences with our parents and we
hope for Liz to be a stay at home mom when
your child is young.

As an experienced first responder, Joe’s
schedule is typically known but occasionally
has some variations. These variations allow
Joe to have flexibility in his schedule
during business hours he will be able to be
present in the big and small moments of
your child’s life. Your child will get to
experience stability within our home.

In our home we make it a point to eat
dinner together every night at our dining
room table. This week our conversations
have been about designing updates for our
bedroom closet. We both grew up in
families that ate dinner together around
the table and we enjoy having this time
together. Your child will enjoy daily
family time.

Thank You
Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us, our families,
and our lives. Know that if you choose us, your baby’s needs will be
our top priority in every decision we make.
We are happy to follow your lead in regards to your wishes on
communication and emotional support! Please know that we plan to tell
your child their adoption story early and often, accepting them for
the unique and wonderful individual that they are. We would love to
share updates and photos with you as your child grows up (if you are
comfortable/open to this). We look forward to maintaining a level
of openness with you as our relationship develops.
Thank you for taking the time to get to know our family better!
Whatever happens, whatever path you choose; know that we wish you
and your baby well!
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