LANE & JONI
A LITTLE OF OUR STORY

HELLO!
It’s difficult to know how to write a letter to
someone we’ve never met. We’re not sure how to
explain that we deeply love and care for you,
and for the little life that’s growing inside of you.
How do we tell you how much we ache for you
in this impossibly difficult decision you’re
making? We do care - so much! We pray for you
often and although we don’t know you, we think
you’re amazing for considering adoption.
Our arms are ready for a baby to hold and love.
It might seem crazy since we already have two
beautiful girls, but we sense our family isn’t
complete yet. We have so much love to share
and adoption has been on our hearts for a long
time, even before we knew another pregnancy
wasn’t part of God’s plan. Joni has health issues
that make any future pregnancies unwise for our
family. We know a child doesn’t need to be
biological to steal your heart completely.
With Love,
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OUR
LOVE
STORY

We grew up together and knew each
other through school and church. In
our youth group at church our
relationship really developed as we
spent a lot of time together hanging
out with friends, eating out, and
serving the community.

IN OUR LATE TEENS WE FELL IN
LOVE AND KNEW THAT IT WAS
MEANT TO BE.

Our wedding was on a beautiful
February morning. The whole day is a
bit of a blur, but we remember being
so blissfully happy. Our ceremony was
at our church and the reception was
in the social hall. Amidst showers of
rice, glitter, (that was horribly itchy!),
and so many balloons we left with
our “just married” sign for an
incredible week together. We went to
Colorado for our honeymoon and had
a beautiful first week together as a
married couple. Our love has only
become stronger through our 12 years
of marriage and we are committed to
each other for as long as we live.

As a couple, we love spending time at
the lake in the summer, in the boat,
or on the beach. We also love to
spend a weekend in the city now and
then, shopping and eating at fun
restaurants since we live in the
country. After the kids are in bed we
find time to connect on a day-to-day
basis. We love to visit about our day,
our dreams, our troubles, and our
children. Sometimes we sit together,
each reading our book. We are so in
love, but also, we are best friends. We
do everything we can to be there
for each other, in the good times
and the hard times.

MEET LANE
From Joni: Lane is an incredibly kind
and compassionate person, not only
to me but also to anyone else along
the way. He’s always willing to help
someone in need, and will drop what
he’s doing at a moment’s notice to be
there for anyone. His family is his life.
He never leaves me or our little girls
wondering if he loves or cares for us.
He’s a very determined person. He
sets goals and works until he reaches
them.

He works very hard to provide for our
family which allows me to be at
home
with
our
children.
He’s
passionate about his line of work, and
is very good at what he does. He has a
way of making others feel important
and is so interested in their lives. He
can spend an entire conversation
talking about the other person’s life
and be genuinely interested, not
needing to spend any time talking
about himself.

I fell in love with him because he has
always been able to make me laugh,
always has made me feel like I’m the
most special person in the world, and
is gentle and kind enough to say it
and show it a hundred different ways.
Lane loves children and enjoys
playing with them and spending time
with them. He’s willing to get down
on their level and do things they
enjoy, whether it’s a game of UNO or
Memory, or teaching his daughters
how to bat and catch a softball. He
has loved holding our girls as babies
and could spend an entire evening
with one of them sleeping on his
chest. He can’t wait to be a daddy
again and do the same things with
another child.

HE’S THE BEST DADDY I
KNOW, AND LOVES HIS
LITTLE GIRLS
UNCONDITIONALLY.

MEET JONI
From Lane: Joni is the love of my life
and always will be. She has an
outgoing,
cheerful,
people-loving
personality.
She
is
a
very
compassionate person and cares
deeply for her family and friends and
everyone she comes into contact
with. She loves babies and children.
She also loves to cook and is very
good at it. She is a woman of deep
faith and her life reflects that. Joni is
my world and makes our home a safe,
happy place to come to at the end of
the day! I never doubt her love and
support for me and our children.

Joni has always loved babies and
children. She is patient and kind and
willing to take time for our girls. Many
winter evenings have been spent
reading book after book. She loves
being outside with our girls, whether
it’s pushing them on the swing,
swimming with them, or jumping on
the trampoline She can often be
found in the kitchen with a girl or
two beside her, baking together or
snuggled up reading on the couch.
She has a special talent to reach
children, taking the time to talk to
them or hold them and listen to their
stories.

SHE IS THE BEST WIFE AND
MOTHER TO OUR GIRLS WE
COULD EVER FIND!

MEET RYLEE

Myah is five years old and our little
firecracker. We haven’t decided if she
looks for mischief, or if it just finds
her! She is a little love bug, giving
kisses and hugs and telling us she
loves us, anywhere or anytime. She’s a
complete goof and we laugh with her
often. Her three favorite things are
dolls, candy, and babies. She plays
with her family of dolls for hours and
almost anywhere we go one of them
comes along in its car seat. When it’s
warm outside she loves to bike with
her sister. She loves to sing loudly
and almost constantly. She’s our ray
of sunshine and has a way of making
us laugh or smile in almost any
situation. She also begs God every day
for a baby to live in our house.

Rylee is nine years old and her
freckled nose suits her personality
perfectly. She is a little bit quieter by
nature but is almost always happy.
She’s a very loyal, kind friend. Her
three favorite things are horses,
books, and babies. She’s an outdoors
lover and spends a lot of time with
her black lab puppy. She spends
hours reading to herself, but is also
often snuggled up with her little
sister while they read through a stack
of books. She is very observant, and
has a soft heart for everyone, humans
and animals! Almost every night,
without fail, during her bedtime
prayers, she begs God for a baby
brother or sister.

MEET MYAH

MORE
ABOUT JONI

MY WISH AND PRAYER FOR
MY CHILDREN IS THAT THEY
CAN LIVE GENUINELY HAPPY
LIVES. THAT THEY CAN BE
KIND AND COMPASSIONATE
TO EVERYONE THEY MEET,
AND ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE
GOOD IN OTHERS. I PRAY
THEY CAN DEVELOP A FAITH
OF THEIR OWN AND LEARN
TO BE GENEROUS, SECURE,
LOVE DEEPLY, CARE FOR
OTHERS, AND BE LOVED AND
CARED FOR AS WELL.

I am a stay-at- home mom, and plan
to continue staying home with our
kids. I am so grateful for Lane’s ability
to provide for our family which allows
me to spend my time at home with
my children. I have been a baby lover
for as long as I can remember. I long
for a baby to snuggle with in my
rocking chair while I smell that
perfect baby scent and watch him or
her fall asleep. I look forward so
much to all the things that go along
with parenting a baby, such as the
first time they smile, laugh, roll over,
crawl, walk, and say their first word. I
guess being a mom is my favorite
thing, and to think about another
baby to love just makes my heart spill
over with excitement.
I am a lover of nature and the
outdoors. Summer is my favorite
season and I like to spend as much
time as possible outside. I garden,
more because I love fresh produce
than that I actually enjoy gardening.
Taking walks down our dirt roads is
my favorite form of exercise. I enjoy
going to the lake with my friends and
their kids. My perfect day is warm
and sunny with clean clothes on the
clothesline, fresh bread cooling on
the counter, and my girls laughing on
the swing set. I love searching the
internet for new recipes to bake or
cook and my kitchen is my happy
place if I’m inside the house. I enjoy
writing and journaling, although it’s
not something I find a lot of time for.

MORE ABOUT
LANE
I own a small company that sells and
delivers compost to area farmers. A
large
amount
of
my
work
is
scheduling and office work so I have
a lot of flexibility in my work
schedule. I grew up wanting to be a
truck driver like my dad. Although I
don’t drive much anymore, I still love
trucks! I’m involved with my brother
in a crop-consulting business. It’s
something I’m passionate about and I
love learning more and studying
about it. I also love spending time
with my family at the lake on the
beach, and boating in the summers.
I have one brother and three sisters,
so I grew up in a big family and I
loved it! I can’t wait to have another
baby in our home and to see our
girls’ excitement. There’s no better
childhood in my mind than being a
part of a big, happy, loving family.
.

MY DEEPEST WISH FOR MY
CHILDREN IS TO GIVE THEM
A HAPPY CHILDHOOD

OUR LIFE
TOGETHER
AT THE END OF THE DAY,
YOUR FEET SHOULD BE DIRTY,
YOUR HAIR MESSY,
AND YOUR EYES SPARKLING.
We love to be cozy on winter
evenings. After dinner and dishes we
often snuggle up on the couch with
books or magazines, jammies on, and
a candle or two burning. In the
summertime, we spend most of our
time outdoors. Lane built a tall,
sturdy swing set where the girls
spend a lot of time, along with an
enclosed trampoline. Our perfect
Summer evening is a campfire in our
backyard, roasting hot dogs and
s’mores. Another thing we often do
on a summer evening is take out
blankets and lie on the trampoline
and watch for falling stars and look
for constellations. Summer weekends
are the best.

We have an awesome lake forty-five
minutes away and we love to go
boating or just settle in on the warm
sand and build sandcastles or play in
the water. Sometimes we cook dinner
over a fire out there or maybe grab
dinner out on the way home. Either
way, we end up at home smelling like
sunscreen,
covered
in
sand,
and
completely happy. We live just a few
hours from the mountains and love to
go there as well. Some of our favorite
trips as a family have been to the
Dominican Republic to visit Joni’s sister
and family who were serving as
missionaries and Christmas spent in
NYC with Joni’s parents!
We have a Black Lab puppy named
Scout. He’s full of life and energy and
absolutely adores children. He and our
girls are the best of friends. He loves
people, playing fetch, and chasing cats.
We also have three farm cats: Fluffy,
Sunny, and Daisy. They’re very calm and
love people. If one sits down outside,
you’re sure to have one to three cats on
your lap immediately. The newest
member on the farm is a horse, a
sixteen-year-old Sorrel named Copper.
He is very laid back and a perfect kid’s
horse!

OUR FAMILY

OUR FAMILY IS ALL VERY
SUPPORTIVE OF OUR
ADOPTION AND CAN’T
WAIT FOR THE ADDITION
OF A NEW BABY!

Most of our extended family lives in
our community and we share a very
close-knit relationship. We love
getting together often with family
so the grandparents can spend
time with the kids and the cousins
can all play together.

Joni’s side: Gordon and Janette, Joni’s parents are amazing grandparents
and love to spend time with their grandkids, even though they have a lot!
Joni shares a close relationship with her oldest sister Kimberly and has four
brothers: Darin, Don, Ryan and Brad. Each of Joni’s siblings is married and
there are 24 grandchildren in all!

Lane's side: Lane’s mom, Yolanda, is a first-grade teacher. She loves
spending time with grandchildren and is a fabulous grandma who reads,
does art projects, and lets them help her with school projects. His dad
passed away unexpectedly from a heart attack at 51 years old nine years
ago. We still miss him deeply and wish so badly that our children could
have known him. Lane is one of five with two older sisters, Sonya and
Merilee and younger siblings Mindy and Nolan. There are 6 grandchildren
on Lane’s side of the family.

OUR
MIDWEST
HOME

We live on eight acres out in the
country so we have a large yard
with so much room to run. We
have lots of lawn, a swing set,
trampoline,
playhouse,
and
sandbox for the kids to enjoy.
We own the land that we live on
and we plan to build a house on
our property very soon. We’ve
spent months dreaming over
house plans and are finally
settled and so excited to start
building!

WE LOVE BEING
SURROUNDED BY SO
MUCH FRESH AIR, SO
MUCH SUNSHINE, AND
SO MANY FRIENDS!

Mealtime is very important to us.
We almost always gather around
our little kitchen table for
breakfast and dinner. We have
our best conversations there. We
love to hear about Rylee’s school
day and discuss everyone else’s
day as well over a home cooked
meal. We work, sing, and play
board games together. We live in
a very close-knit community
where we know almost everyone
by name and neighbors are
friends.
It
is
a
farming
community so it’s a very laidback lifestyle; it feels safe and
like everyone is looking out for
the safety of our children. We
have a lovely park in our
hometown, a few miles away. We
have an amazing lake where we
spend a lot of time. There are
miles of sand beaches and
water. There’s room for a lot of
boats and RVs so it’s a popular
place all summer long. It’s a lowkey lifestyle, but we love it.

FAMILY
VALUES

01

TRAVEL
We love to travel and dream of
seeing the world with our kids.
One of the top places on our
bucket list right now is the Florida
Keys. We dream of someday going
to Europe, and we would love to
go back to the Caribbean.
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EDUCATION
Education is also important to us!
We send our children to a private
Christian school widely known for
its excellent academics and moral
standards. It feels like a safe place
to send our children. We will
support our children if they choose
to pursue higher education and
anything that they are passionate
about!
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FAITH
Our Christian faith is of utmost
importance to us. We want to
teach our child to trust God and
never doubt that He loves them.
Prayer is very important to us and
we hope it will be to our child also.
We will strive to guide and teach
our children to be an honest, kind,
and generous member of society.
We
want
them
to
have
a
compassionate heart for everyone
they meet. Our church means so
much to us. We have an amazing
support group that is there for us
in all situations. There is so much
love in our church and the other
members are our friends. We want
our child to experience this love
too, along with the love of Jesus.

THANK
YOU
Thank you so much for reading our profile, for taking
the time to get a glimpse into our lives, and for
considering us as parents for your baby. We care
deeply for you and your baby.
We want to raise a child to love beautiful sunsets, to
make mud pies, to belly laugh while being pushed on
the swing, to love Jesus, enjoy popsicles, snowmen,
stories, and snuggles. We want them to enjoy laying
outside on a blanket on a summer night and watching
for falling stars and discover baby kittens. In our
home, we try to live our lives for all of these small
moments. Our life is in the country and we love it. We
have lots of love, hugs, kisses, and stories to share!
We promise that, if you should choose us, we will
love your baby without reserve, and do everything
in our power to give him or her a happy life. We
also want you to know that we’d love it if you’d be
open to staying a part of your child’s life. We would be
thrilled with an open adoption, and we’ll tell your
child from the day they come into our home, how
much you love them.

All our love,
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