Laura

and Giselle

I Enjoy Boxing

My Village

I Love Art

Thank you

I want to take a moment to say thank you. This must be a
difficult decision to make, and it shows the strength and
compassion I believe you have.
I know that being a single mother is not an easy thing to do as
my sister and I were raised by a single mother until she married
my step father when I was fifteen. Being raised in a single
parent household, I learned so much about being strong and
how to succeed. Even though she worked more than full time,
my mother always had time for us, just as your child will be my
greatest priority.
I hope all the best for you now and in the future. Please know
that you are in my prayers.

A Little Bit About Me
I love to try new things. A good friend told me that boxing
is great exercise and so much fun but I had no idea what I
was doing when I first started! Now, I am an avid boxer
and I can hold my own in the ring. After learning some
of the basics, I got to train with the focus mitts. It was
much harder than I thought it would be because they are
small, and my instructor moved them as we boxed, so I
had to be able to predict his next move. Learning how to
foresee my opponent’s next move was a huge
improvement in coordination since I began boxing. Your
child will be encouraged and supported in whatever
interests them.

Volunteering is a big part of my life. It's a way for
me to make connections to others and meet new
people. As a huge animal lover, I currently
volunteer with the Humane Society. I do a
variety of things, but my favorite thing to do is
working with the kittens. Last year when they got
a new litter of kittens, I spent two hours helping
the kittens to get comfortable socializing with
people. I had so much fun getting the kittens to
chase the cat toys and when they got tired they
curled up in my lap to sleep.

I love learning about other cultures. I lived in
Washington DC for almost a decade, and one of the
things I enjoyed the most in the city was the the
opportunity to learn about and experience different
cultures. My favorite place to go was the National
Museum of the American Indian. My favorite exhibits
were always the ones depicting native American art and
the historical clothing and jewelry. Being an artist
myself I know how much you can learn about a people
by the art they produce.

Look for Me ...
l’ve been biking most of my life and I love it! When I was
sixteen, I wanted to do something with my passion for
biking to raise money for cancer research. My grandfather
had been diagnosed with head and neck cancer and I
wanted to help. So, my mom and I signed up to ride in the
Pan Mass Challenge, a fundraising bike ride from
Sturbridge, MA to Provincetown. We trained for months to
get ready. I rode 192 miles in two days. Your child will
be encouraged to try new activities and find things that
truly bring them joy.

I am a huge fan of shelling. Moving to Florida,
one of the first things I did was to look for shells
on the beach. I enjoyed it so much I started
doing it every weekend. I spend two or three
hours every weekend hunting for unique and
colorful shells to use in my art projects. My
favorite piece I created was a Christmas tree I
made for my Grandmother. I was able to
combine my love of shelling and art to make a gift
that I knew would bring my grandmother joy.

The beach is my zen spot. I go to the beach every
weekend and when I’m not looking for shells you
will find me building sand sculptures. My
favorite sand sculpture was the first sand
snowman I built in my first winter as a Florida
resident. It was not by any means the best one I
ever created but I had such a great time making a
“snowman” out of sand in shorts and a t-shirt.
Your child will enjoy building sand sculptures on
the beach.

... Outdoors
I enjoy kayaking and paddle boarding. The
first time I was able to balance on the paddle
board. I never thought I’d be able to keep my
balance on the board because I tend to have
terrible balance. My friends thought I would
have fallen off in within the first few minutes,
but I stayed on the board for almost an hour!

I overcome obstacles. I grew up with
epilepsy and now have been seizure free for
twenty-one years. While having epilepsy
was not easy, I grew up wanting to help
others and have spoken publicly about
epilepsy to others since I was in fourth
grade. Your child will be supported, no
matter what obstacles arise in their future.

My favorite season is the summer. Last
summer I took a trip to Sanibel Island and
every night I went to the beach to watch the
sunset. As an artist, sunset is my favorite
time of the day because the colors of the
skyline and the clouds make each night
unique and beautiful. I use the colors of the
beach and the sunsets in my jewelry designs.
Your child will enjoy many summer nights
outside.

A Loving Family
If you choose me, your child will have 5 cousins, 5 aunts and uncles, 2
grandparents, and 1 great grandparent they will see regularly.
My family is close by so we get together at the
drop of a hat. My dad called me on a Friday
morning last month and told me the water was
beautiful and I should go out on the boat with
him after work. I logged out that day at noon
and by 1pm, my dad and I were out on his boat
enjoying the water.

My family is made of non-biological bonds. My step-father
came into my life when I was a teenager and has always
made me feel like I was no different than his
biological daughters. My clearest memory was my
sophomore father daughter dance. My biological father
had been planning on taking me but he backed out at the
last minute. That night, I found out my step father had
gotten a suit ready just in case. Your child will be part of a
family that understands that love makes a family, not
DNA..

My family is full of jokesters and loves to laugh.
When I was growing up my step-dad Joe would tell
these silly jokes that always made us laugh. We used
to call them "Joe Jokes". When the first of the new
Star Wars movies came out in theaters we went to
see it and for an entire week after the movie, he kept
making the facial expressions and noises the aliens
made in the movie. At first, my mom and I laughed
but when he started doing it out in public, we started
to cringe because it was so loud!

Special Celebrations
'As a former teacher, I dress up as a character from a
book every Halloween. Two years ago, when we did a
'Trunk or Treat' at the school I was teaching at, I dressed
up as Ms. Frizzle from the Magic School Bus and Giselle
dressed up as the school bus. I also decorated my car to
look like the Magic School Bus. My students were so
excited because we had just read “The Magic School Bus
Lost In The Solar System”. Everybody knew exactly who I
was supposed to be, and they had so much fun seeing
my car look like the school bus in the book. Your child
will be encouraged to develop their imagination.

Christmas is big holiday in my family. We get together
on Christmas morning and open gifts like most people
but our favorite thing about Christmas isn’t the gifts: My
family loves to decorate. There is always a huge tree
and tons of decorations all over the house. Last year my
mother was so excited to start decorating for Christmas
that she pulled out the Christmas tree before we
had even started to digest the Thanksgiving turkey. I
would love to learn some of your favorite traditions so I
can incorporate them into my gatherings for your child.

My extended family has a family reunion every two
years to celebrate my grandmother’s birthday. Two
years ago, my family all traveled here to Florida for our
reunion. It was my favorite one because we all
celebrated my grandmothers 90th birthday. When we
had her birthday dinner, my mom made everyone wear
birthday hats but my niece and I decided to wear them as
bird beaks instead.

A Place to Call Home
My home is my refuge and my favorite room in my
house is my art room. I spend my free time in
there either painting, drawing, or making
jewelry. I loved creating the wedding jewelry my
sister wore to her wedding. I hand-picked each
stone that was used on the piece and created it by
hand. My sister was so excited when she opened it
at her wedding shower.

My neighbors are the kind of people that lend a
helping hand. Last summer I had surgery on my hands
and my neighbor offered to bring in my groceries and
put them away until I could lift things again. Having
someone willing to help meant so much to be at a time
when I couldn’t do things on my own. Your child will
grow up in a neighborhood with kind people that are
always willing to lend a helping hand.

My home extends to my family’s house where I spend a lot
of time on the weekend. We often spend the afternoon
sitting by their pool or going down to sit on the dock behind
their house. One afternoon last year, my mom and I were
enjoying the weather and my step-dad said we had to come
check something out. When we went down to the dock, a
mother manatee and her baby swam right up to the
edge. They were so close we could have touched them.

My Four-Legged Best Friend
I love animals. I grew up with dogs but as an adult I
decided to get a cat because I worked so far from home
at the time. Giselle has been with me for almost ten
years. I got her when I volunteered as a foster
parent for the shelter in my neighborhood. When I
got her, they told me she had been traumatized and
probably wouldn’t come near me but about an hour
after I brought her home, she was sleeping in my lap.

I taught Giselle to do tricks like most would teach a
dog. She knows that holding one finger up means
to sit. When I had to have a repair done on my
washing machine last month, Giselle saw the
repair man come in and she ran to her treat
cabinet and showed him she could sit. After she
sat, she gave him a look because he didn’t give her
a treat. She then decided to help herself and
that’s when I learned she figured out how to
open the treat cabinet.

Giselle is great with kids. My niece and
nephew love to play with her when they come
to visit. She snuggles up to them to get them
to pet her because she loves getting cuddles.
When my niece was young, my sister brought
her for a visit and when she took a nap Giselle
decided to join her.

Daily Life
I am a vocational counselor and work with parents
who have a child in the Head Start program. I love
helping others to find the work they love and
explore new opportunities. The biggest benefit of my
job is the flexible schedule allowing me to work
around events in my homelife. I look forward to
being a steady presence in your child’s life.

I cook dinner every evening. I make everything I cook
from scratch and focus on healthy meals that include
all of the major food groups. I wasn’t always this
good at cooking though. The first time I tried to cook
pork chops in the slow cooker, I left them in too
long and when I took them out, they were black
and hard like hockey pucks! Your child will always
have homecooked food on the table (that doesn’t
resemble a hockey puck).

I start every day off with a cup of tea. My
best friend Katie and I became friends over
our love of tea. My favorite memory of
drinking tea with Katie was in our first week of
college. I was in a new place and she shared
her pumpkin spice tea with me. It has been
my favorite blend ever since.

What My Friends and Family
Want You to Know
"Laura has a Very Big Heart! She is so especially
generous with her time and her love for her family!
When others are too busy to play cards or take her
92-year old grandmother to an appointment,
Laura is always the one to be there for her!" –
Laura’s mom

"Laura and I have known each other for almost
twenty years. She shows dedication to
everything she does including her job, her
church, her community, her family and to our
friendship. Laura voluntarily to leads a weekly
group for people who have lost a loved one at her
church. She would be a fantastic mom for your
baby." - Katie

"Laura and I first met when we both worked as
teachers, and she is one of my best friends. When
we worked together, Laura showed her generosity
as a teacher in many ways, but especially her
generosity of her time. She was always staying late to
make sure the children had everything they needed
to be successful both academically and emotionally.
Her caring and generous nature makes her the
perfect person to work with and care for children." Ashley

My Heartfelt Thanks

I want to tell you how grateful I am for the sacrifice you are making
by considering adoption for your child. I can’t imagine what a
difficult decision this must be, but it shows me how much strength
and compassion you have to make that choice for them. Your child
will always know about the amazing sacrifice you made. I look
forward to maintaining contact with you through photos and
updates.
For my entire life I have wanted to be a mother. Growing up I
pictured the perfect family with a husband, wife and 2 kids but life
has taught be that’s not what makes a family perfect. While I am
not married, I still dream of having a family and that is not a
dream I want to give up on.
Your child will be the biggest blessing in my life. Please know that
they will be safe, secure, and loved. You will be in my prayers as
you make this difficult decision.

