Clay + Schae

Hello

SO NICE TO “MEET” YOU!
We’re Clay and Schae! We want first thank you for taking the time to open our
profile and get a glimpse into our lives. We can’t even begin to imagine the
emotions you’re feeling and the difficult decision you have to make, but we
have so much respect for you as you decide what’s best for you and your child.
Know that we’ve been praying for you since before we even knew your name
and will continue to do so. It’s truly an honor for us to get to share about
ourselves with you!
We are so excited that you are considering us! We’ve been together for almost
six years and from very early on in our relationship, we knew that adoption
was how we wanted to grow our family. Our faith and the love that God has
for us as his children are the heartbeat behind why we live our lives the way
that we do, and ultimately what led us to adoption. We are so excited to bring
a child into our home and can’t wait to be parents!
Thank you again for taking the time to review our book. We’re praying for
peace and comfort for you as you make a decision about what’s best for you
and your child.

Clay + Schae

Why

WE CHOSE ADOPTION

Growing our family through adoption isn’t a decision that we’ve taken lightly.
It’s something that’s been on our hearts for quite a while. When I, Schae, was in
middle school, a family in my hometown adopted internationally and it led to
a sweet domino effect where other families in the area started doing the same.
From the age of about 15 or so, I remember thinking that adoption was something I’d want to pursue if I had the chance to start my own family someday.
Clay hadn’t thought much about the idea of adopting until the two of us started
dating and the topic of a future family bubbled up. Shortly after, we both went to
a college ministry retreat where the theme was adoption. That weekend really
resonated with both of us, but was a marker for Clay when he grew a heart for
adoption as well. It was so clear to us that Jesus has a heart for adoption, and as
people who love him, we want to pursue the things that he loves.
We have a strong desire to add to our family and, through lots of prayer and
conversation, we feel that God has led us to do so through the adoption process.
Adoption has always been part of our plan to grow our family and we’re very
excited to be on this journey!

Our Story
Growing up, we only lived about an hour away from each other. Clay and his family would drive
within a mile of Schae’s house on trips to see his grandparents, and we’re pretty certain that we even
rode the same bus to an FFA convention in high school, but wasn’t until college that we officially met
for the first time!
I, Clay, was introduced to Schae’s brother in a church small group we were both a part of in college
and we were officially introduced to each other at a conference in February of 2015 (although Schae
doesn’t actually remember this part!). We got to know each other better that summer and started
dating right before school started for the fall. At a friend’s wedding on New Years’ Eve 2015, we both
first started thinking that we might want to be the ones in the front of the church saying “ I do” to
each other someday.
We dated for almost a year before getting engaged on August 12th, 2016. While marriage was something that we’d spent some time talking about, we didn’t have a specific timeline in mind and I, Clay,
managed to turn our engagement into a huge surprise at Schae’s family farm!

With some help from Schae’s friends and family, I managed to get her to the loft of the barn to grab
something. When we got there and climbed the ladder there were lights, music, and the coolest
backdrop that we’d spent hours setting up. Schae was so shocked that the first words that came out
of her mouth were, “SHUT. UP.” Of course, that quickly turned into a “YES!” We spent the rest of the
evening celebrating with friends and family. It was such a fun day!
We were engaged for about 10 months before getting married on June 24th, 2017. Our wedding
day was so beautiful and we celebrated surrounded by tons of wonderful friends and family. We
packed as many people as we could into the church that Schae grew up in to celebrate with us and
spent the evening eating ribeye sandwiches, pie, and dancing. Truly one of the best days ever! We
honeymooned in a treehouse on a lake and had the most relaxing week.
It’s been a fun adventure over the last 6 years and we can truly say that we’ve only continued to grow
closer and learn more about how to love and serve each other. We make a good team and life together
is so much fun!
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Clay

IN SCHAE’S WORDS

Clay is hands down my favorite person in the world. He has a fun and disarming personality that makes him an easy person to get to know, which
is one of the things that initially drew me to him. He thrives in deep and
meaningful conversation and feels loved by a thought provoking question
or word of affirmation. He’s the friend who calls you out of the blue to see
how you’re doing, will drop what he’s doing to help you out, and can make
almost anybody laugh with the stories he tells. He’s hard working (while
still making room for fun), encouraging (even when life is hard), and is
constantly challenging me to love others and Jesus more.

He’s never too busy to have fun and t he kids in our life love
him a ton! Clay is very excited to be a dad and I know t hat his
intent ionality and fun personality will make him a great one.

NEED PHOTO OF CLAY

JOB
Farmer and agronomist
HOBBIES
Golfing, teaching drumline, grilling,
walking corn fields
FUN FACT
Clay can always make a really good
milkshake out of the random things in
our pantry. When he gets in the zone,
we refer to it as his “milkshake mode”!
SCHAE’S FAVORITE THING
ABOUT CLAY
Clay has the most disarming and
welcoming personality. Once you get
to know him, he instantly makes you
feel like the most important person he
could be in conversation with.

Schae

IN CLAY’S WORDS
Schae is never the loudest, most attention seeking person in a room full of
people, but her quiet confidence and warm presence is a real joy in my life.
She is meticulously organized, and is a rule follower to a “T.” A perfect day to
Schae is to be cozied up on the couch under a blanket reading a gripping book,
followed by food from our favorite restaurant (served with a side of ranch
dressing), and time with friends. She is one of the most thoughtful and genuine
people I know, with a fierce loyalty to those who are in her tribe of people. She is
always keeping me organized and encouraging me when things are challenging.
She is a constant “steady Eddie” that can be depended on time and time again to
be there for you.

Schae is going to be a very loving and intent ional mom. She
is caring, gent le, and lights up when kids are around. I’m

excited to watch her step into a new role as mom!

JOB
College Ministry Coordinator
HOBBIES
Reading, gardening, baking, coffee
with friends
FUN FACT
Schae can get very competitive with
games that she is good at (mini golf,
board games, pickleball). It almost
always catches you by surprise when
the softest spoken one gets fired up!
CLAY’S FAVORITE THING
ABOUT SCHAE
She is a very gentle and thoughtful
person who remembers the little
things, even if you only mentioned it
once, two years ago.
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Our home

Our Home and
Community
The family farm that we live on has been owned by Clay’s family
over 100 years. Clay grew up in this house and we’ve really made
it our own in the 3 years we’ve lived here. We have a big backyard
with lots of room to explore and play, a deck for meals with family
and friends, and a garden that we added in the last few years. We
recently built a shop for Clay’s business, farm equipment storage,
and home office space. We have big plans to use it for gatherings
and holidays with friends and family too! We’re only a few miles
outside of town on a quiet, gravel road. All of our neighbors have
known Clay’s family for years and are some of the nicest people.
We love it here and don’t plan on leaving the area anytime soon!
We live in a small, rural community. Our town has been growing
in recent years with quite a few young families moving to the
area. It has its own K-12 school where Clay’s mom is one of the
teachers. It’s a very family-friendly place with multiple parks,
ice cream shops, restaurants, small businesses, a campground,
movie theater, and aquatic center. It has been voted the safest
town in our state for multiple years in a row. Clay’s parents and
grandparents live in this town too and it’s only an hour away from
Schae’s parents and grandparents.

Aerial view of our farm

Our Family
Meet our families! They have been so supportive of our journey through adoption.
They can’t wait to welcome another little one into the family.

CLAY’S PARENTS

Jeff
+
Kari

Clay’s dad and full-time farmer. Loves
taking drives and talking to other farmers.

Clay’s mom and a fifth grade teacher. Very
kind, hospitable, and loves to host others
in their home. Always smiling!

SCHAE’S PARENTS

Galen
+
Char

Schae’s dad and full-time farmer.
Taught us to be hard workers, while never
forgetting to carve out time for fun.
Schae’s mom and a kindergarten teacher.
One of the best cooks there is, a homemade
card making machine, bookworm, and the
go-to person if you need a listening ear.

SCHAE’S SIBLINGS

Grant
+
Mart i
Jacob

AKA “SHORTY”

The middle-child who farms full-time
with dad. Laid back, full of dad jokes, and
remembers everything from our childhood
that the rest of us forgot.
Grant’s future wife and an elementary
school para-educator. Thoughtful and a
great question asker. Excited to have her
officially join the family soon!
The baby of the family and a recent college
grad. The funniest one in the bunch who’s
always cracking us all up!

Our Friends
We have the greatest support system in our group of friends. These are just a few of the faces that
love us, are an encouragement to us, and who we like to have fun and make memories with!

Tradit ions and Holidays
CHRISTMAS
Each year, we buy each other an ornament that symbolizes a fun memory from the year. We always
go to a tree farm (the same one Schae’s family has been to her whole life) and cut down a real
Christmas tree. Clay has a Christmas Eve birthday, so we have fun celebrating him that week too!
FRIENDSGIVING
We host a Thanksgiving dinner every year with some of our closest college friends. Great food,
games, and tons of laughter!
CAMPING TRIP
Every summer, we go on a camping trip with 2 other couples for a long weekend. We have bonfires,
rent a boat, and just enjoy catching up!

VALENTINE’S DAY
When we were dating in college, we started the tradition of fondue every Valentine’s Day as a fun,
stay at home date night.
STATE FAIR
Our state has a great state fair that we both went to with our families growing up. We try to go for a
few days each year with our friends and family and make sure to get a bucket of cookies, deep fried
milky ways, and a gyro every time!

Our Fait h
There are a lot things we could tell you about ourselves, but the most important thing is our love for
Jesus. We both started to pursue our faith on our own in college and realized that we wanted to live
our lives for the Lord instead of for ourselves. As followers of Christ, we know that we are forgiven
from our sins and want to share the good news of Jesus with those around us.
It would be nearly impossible to tell you about our faith without telling you about our church
community too. We have people in our church and small group who hold us accountable in life and
marriage, challenge us with what the Bible teaches, pray for us often, and are some of our dearest
friends. Our faith has become much stronger, as individuals and as a couple, since joining our church
for almost 4 years. It’s been such a joy for both of us to have Schae to work in ministry there for the
last 3 years too.
We’re so excited about welcoming a baby into our home and church family. We look forward to
reading the Bible to our child before bedtime, singing songs about God’s love for them, and tucking
them in with prayers every night. We talk about God and pray often in our house and are thrilled to
do that with our future kids.

Educat ion Plan
We are very fortunate to have great options for education in the small town that we live in. There’s a
K-12 school less than 5 minutes from our house and a few different preschool options as well.
We want to encourage our kids to do their best in school, ask for help when they need it, and cheer
them on in whatever career path they’re excited for in the future. We would love to see our children
pursue education after high school, either college or vocational training, and will do whatever we
can to be encouraging and supportive of whatever career they choose.

Our Promise
To love and care for your child to the absolute best of our abilities and provide
them with a stable, loving home to grow up in.
To go on many adventures and make great memories with your child.
To be a family that loves each other well, apologizes often, enjoys the big and
small moments in life, and supports each other in success and trial.
To give your child every opportunity to succeed and pursue their passions in life.
To provide you with updates and photos as your child grows up.
To teach your child where they came from, about you, and to be proud and
confident in their story.

Thank You
Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know a bit about us and let
us share ourselves with you! More than anything, we want you to know that,
should you choose us, your child would be loved unconditionally by us, our
families, and friends. We would do everything in our power to provide them
with love, joy, and security and they would always know where they came from
and how loved they are by you.
We are praying for you as you make this difficult decision. Thank you so much
for considering us!
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Ephesians

CHAPTER 3, VERSES 14 21
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory
he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith – that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever
and ever.

Amen

