MARK + JESSICA

WE'RE MARK + JESSICA
it's so nice to meet" you
Thank you so much for taking the time to view our profile and considering
us as adoptive parents for your child. We so admire the courage it takes to
face and make this decision.
We currently have a 3-year-old son, and have been trying to conceive a
second via IVF for two and a half years. During this time, we miscarried 4
babies, including twins at 17 weeks. While this was a heartbreaking
experience for us, we realized how much love and support we have from
friends and family. Through our pain, we also realized the amazing blessing
that each and every child is, and because of that experience, we are
committed to growing our family through the gift of adoption. We want to
adopt because of the pure joy, love, and excitement that comes from
children.
As current parents, we know what it feels like to want to give your child the
best opportunity. Please be assured that if you choose us to raise your
baby, not only would we love and care for your child for their entire life, we
will do everything in our power to provide them the best life. We hope and
pray your baby has a life full of love, laughter, happiness, and support, no
matter what you decide.

WE ARE SO EXCITED TO MEET

you

OUR STORY
how we became a couple (from Jessica)
HOW WE MET
Mark and I met in April 2014 at a mutual
friend’s wedding. I was instantly attracted to
the handsome guy wearing cowboy boots
with his blazer. We ended up talking all
night after the rehearsal dinner but at one
point he looked at me and said, "I am really
enjoying talking to you, and I would like to
continue to get to know you, but my team is
in the playoffs and it is overtime, could you
sit and watch this with me for a few
minutes?" After returning home, I met up
with friends at brunch and shared, "I met a
guy at the wedding, he is perfect for me and
I know he is going to be the one I marry."
After the wedding, we both decided to take
a chance and date long distance.

OUR ENGAGEMENT
Our dates ranged from dinners to hiking,
travel, sporting events, and spending time
alone and with friends. When Mark
proposed to me, he proposed in our small
apartment with my favorite flowers, dinner
from our first date restaurant, and a bottle
of champagne. We then flew to my
hometown where Mark had planned a
surprise party with our families and all of
our friends; what was even more impressive

was that he had managed to keep the trip a
surprise! That weekend was one I will never
forget. I remember waking up and asking
Mark, "So, what do you want to do for the
rest of our lives?"

OUR WEDDING
Our wedding was held on a spring day in
May where it rained in the morning and
cleared up in time for our ceremony and
reception (they say rain is good luck on your
wedding day!). While I got ready with my
bridesmaids, Mark wanted to do something
fun with his groomsmen and spent the day
playing laser tag before a fun brunch
downtown. For the wedding, I had one
request: a fun band. We wanted people to
enjoy the experience and spend the entire
night on the dance floor! The whole evening
was one big celebration! After our wedding
we went to Croatia for two weeks before
returning home to work. While the
honeymoon itself was amazing, one thing
that sticks out about that trip is that our
luggage was lost. Mark's was lost for one
day, and Jessica's was lost for 6 days. I spent
the week wearing Mark's clothes and trying
to dress them up!

MEET
MARK
from Jessica

HIS PERSONALITY
I don’t know how I’ve gotten so lucky to be
married to Mark. I love hearing his ideas
and thoughts about any topic, and more
than anything love spending quality time
with him. Mark is one of the most positive
people I have ever met and makes life so
much fun. He is hilarious and keeps me
laughing every day. Mark fiercely loves his
friends and family. He is genuine,
thoughtful, and caring. When times get
tough, Mark is the rock of our family and
relationship. He is supportive during
everything that is thrown our way.

HIS WORK
Mark works as an attorney at a law firm.
While his job can be demanding, he makes
sure to do all he can to put our family first.
He makes sure he's home for dinner every
night to make sure he communicates how
much he values us.

MARK AS A DAD
Mark has always wanted a large family.
When we first met, he mentioned wanting
four kids. As I got to know him and see him
interact with children, I completely
understood why; he is phenomenal with
kids. He can make any child laugh in an
instant. He also is so active with kids; he
loves taking our son to the park and going
to activities to create shared experiences.
When he is around our friends’ children or
his nieces and nephews, they are all
running around, being thrown in the air,
having a blast with him. He is absolutely
amazing at teaching Harris things!

EASY-GOING

funny
CARING

devoted
OUTGOING

MY FAVORITE THING ABOUT BEING A

father

IS SIMPLY

being there
FOR HIM.

THINGS MARK LOVES
Watching sports
Reading books
Jessica & Harris

MEET
JESSICA
from Mark
HER PERSONALITY
I love my wife like no other, and I know I will
continue to choose her every day, forever.
Jessica is the most loving wife I could
imagine and is so fun to be around. She is
truly the engine that keeps our family
running, and without her, I would not be
anywhere close to the man I am. She
pushes me when I need a push, and treats
me with love and compassion when I’m
down. She loves our family more than
anything and having another child would
absolutely mean the world to her. Her heart
has so much love to give, she is already the
best mother, so I have no doubt that
adoption is the right choice for us to grow
our family.

HER WORK
Jessica works as a recruiting director at an
accounting firm and we're thankful it’s fairly
flexible. She loves her role and spends most
of her day building relationships and
understanding what passions people have.
Harris goes to a great preschool and we
plan to send a new baby to the same one
after taking time for maternity leave and a
few months of my parents staying home as
well.

JESSICA AS A MOM
Jessica is great with kids. She has no
hesitation getting down on the floor and
playing with dinosaurs or trucks or running
away from a scary monster that is chasing
her. It’s amazing how she can talk to kids in
a way that they can relate to and she never
loses her patience with them. She is already
the best mother, but I’ve seen her continue
to grow as a mother. Jessica and Harris’s
relationship is one of love. She would do
absolutely anything for him and he knows it.
He loves her so much and follows her
around. Her most precious moments with
him are when he cuddles with her and they
love going swimming together. She is so
unbelievably ready to have another child,
and I know she will be the absolute best
mother in the world to them.

STEADFAST

friendly
ENERGETIC

loyal
CARING

BEING AROUND MY

son

MAKES ME REMEMBER WHAT IS
TRULY

important
IN LIFE.

THINGS JESSICA LOVES
Being active
Quality time & Experiences
Mark & Harris

MEET
HARRIS
our son

Harris is three years old and the joy of our
lives. He has a great imagination and loves
playing with trucks, animals, dinosaurs, cars,
Paw Patrol, and right now is very into building
with Magna Tiles. He likes to build houses for
his animals or airports for his toy planes. He
started both soccer and swim lessons last
year and really has grown to love both of
those
activities.
We
have
a
great
neighborhood pool so we typically go there
each weekend during the summer when we’re
in town. Harris loves learning and his school.
We have amazing teachers that are with him
all day who help him with fun activities. He
paints, plays, builds, sings, and goes to chapel.
Harris is SO excited for siblings!

OUR GOAL IS TO ENSURE OUR
CHILDREN

always feel loved
AND SUPPORTED AS THEY GO
THROUGH LIFE LEARNING,
MAKING MISTAKES, AND
GROWING.

THINGS WE LOVE
our time as a family
TIME TOGETHER
We really love spending time together as a family.
We love swimming in our neighborhood pool and
exploring our local parks. During the week we
make it a priority to eat breakfasts and dinners
together. We try to leave a little bit of time to play
every morning, and definitely play after school
until dinnertime! Sometimes this consists of family
play inside, and as the weather is getting better,
most often turns into playing outside with
neighbors! During the weekend we typically have
a few planned activities (like soccer and swim
class) and then spend our days at the park or
pool! We try to get together with friends with kids
Harris’s age as well so he has plenty of interaction
and excitement!

TIME AS A COUPLE
Over our five years of marriage, we have had
amazing highs and some hard lows. We’ve been
very blessed to continue strengthening our
relationship through all of these experiences. As a
couple, we love to travel to explore new places,
exercise together (whether training for a half
marathon or hiking in the mountains), enjoy great
restaurants, attend sporting events, and getting
together with friends and family. While we spend
the majority of our time with our son and friends
with kids for him to play with, we do try to
prioritize time just the two of us with a long
weekend trip each year, and date nights (we love
going on sushi dates!). We also like cooking and
enjoy trying new recipes.

OUR DOG
We couldn't get through this book without
speaking about our dog (another member
of our family), Mike! We rescued Mike about
5 years ago and he is a Catahoula Leopard
Dog mix. These dogs are fiercely loyal and
he is very protective of Harris, all the while
being extremely sweet to him. Mike puts up
with a lot with having toy construction
trucks drive on him and unintentional tail
pulling, but he also gets all the benefits of a
child at home, like dropped table scraps
and plenty of treats. Mike is not an overly
affectionate dog, but would rather run
around the house with Harris as they run
from pretend dinosaurs. Harris will shout
"Come on, Mike, let's go!" One of Harris's 3
year old chores is to feed Mike and he’s
always so proud of himself when he can
give Mike food. Harris is very empathetic,
and when his grandparents come into town
and give Harris presents, he always asks
them if they have anything for Mike, as he
doesn't want him to feel left out.

OUR HOME
in Texas

We live in a 5 bedroom/4.5 bathroom
house. We spend a lot of time in our fenced
in backyard with a large oak tree that makes
lots of shade, outdoor furniture, and room
for toys (basketball hoop, water table, and
sand table). We also have a basketball goal
in our driveway.
The neighborhood we live in is ideal for a
family. There are multiple parks, two
community pools (indoor and outdoor), a

recreation center, multiple tennis courts,
and is very child-friendly. We have a coffee
shop and bakery less than a mile from our
house, and Harris loves going on walks to
get donut holes and then stop by our
neighborhood fire station and police station
to see the vehicles. At Christmas, the fire
trucks drive through the neighborhood with
Santa on it waving hello to all the children
and at Easter, the Easter bunny does the
same.

Our street has many children on it as well
and the neighbors are great. Our
neighborhood is close to downtown,
hospitals/doctors
offices,
schools,
museums, and activities. We love that we
have plenty of diversity within our
neighborhood and city! Our public schools
are great, specifically the elementary school.
One of Harris's favorite things to do in our
city is go to the zoo.

We have an annual membership, and it gets
used! We love the Halloween costume
events at the zoo, Zoo Lights where it is
decorated for Christmas, and make trips
there with our family or with other families
often. As children get older, we have a great
little league program (baseball is a love of
Mark's, so I know he will plan on coaching
our child(ren) when that day comes).

OUR FAMILY
love makes a family
JESSICA'S FAMILY
My parents live in Tennessee, where I grew
up. My father is a retired attorney and my
mother was a homemaker who worked
(and still does) part time at a bookstore. I
have a younger brother, Matt and he and
his wife, Lara, have a Sheepadoodle dog
named Tiki (no children yet!). They are
Harris's godparents.

We have a close family and love to get
together. Harris absolutely adores his
grandparents (YaYa and Grandpa), and his
Uncle Matt and Aunt Lara. We see my
parents (YaYa and Grandpa) every 6 or so
weeks. They will often come into town to
visit or to help whenever Harris's school is
closed or Mark and I have a trip planned.

EVERY MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY

MARK'S FAMILY
My parents live right down the street from
us, in the house I grew up in. My father is a
retired Tax Attorney and my mom is a
retired nurse. With them living so close,
they are very helpful and great with Harris.
When they are not traveling, they pick up
Harris from school to spend time with him,
we have family dinners with them, and see
them often (sometimes daily). I have two
older brothers, Kevin and Andy. Kevin is
married to Carmin, and they have two
children, Camila (4) and and Luca (7
months). They live a few hours away by
plane but we see them every few months
and every other holiday. Andy lives in
Washington, D.C. with his two children,
Evelyn (7) and Alec (6) from his late wife,
Audrey. Similar to Kevin, we see them on
holidays and every few months. While we
don’t get to see them as much as we like,
we love FaceTiming with them and we love
when all of the kids can get together.

is so eager

FOR US TO ADD TO OUR FAMILY
THROUGH

adoption

WHAT MATTERS
FAMILY MEALS
To build a strong family, we try to have as
many family meals as possible. We sit
together for breakfast and dinner. Having
that time together to share about the day
and enjoy each other's company is so
special.

FAITH
We value our relationship with
pray nightly. We thank God for
blessings that he has given us.
family and treating each other
patience, respect, and kindness.

God and
all of the
We value
with love,

A FULL HOUSE
We want to fill more than two bedrooms in
our home, and make it one full of lots of
love, laughter, and maybe a little bit of
chaos with our children running around!

TO US
EDUCATION
We both greatly value education. Mark went
to college and law school, while Jessica went
to college and then graduate school for a
Masters in Accounting. We read to our son
nightly and will make sure our kids know
how important education is.

A STRONG MARRIAGE
Both of us are fortunate to have parents
who have stayed married, so we learned
how important a healthy marriage is, and
we have worked to make sure our
relationship is strong.

WAFFLES
Every Friday morning we have "Waffle
Friday", and our son looks forward to this
starting on Monday. Friday morning we
wake him up and he pops out of bed and
says "It's Waffle Friday!". This is one of our
favorite traditions.

FAMILY TRADITIONS
in our family there's a little bit of loud,
a little bit of crazy...
As far as holidays go, whatever extended
family we’re with, it is guaranteed to be a
celebration! We usually have many planned
activities (going to NFL games, playing touch
football, Christmas Eve services, Christmas
Eve parties, Reindeer Christmas brunch,
Thanksgiving 5K’s, etc). We both grew up
with big celebrations and lots of family time
around the holidays, so wherever we are it
is sure to be filled with lots of love and
laughter. The last Christmas we spent with
our extended family, we hosted Christmas
morning at our house with our son and his

three cousins so there were lots of presents
under the tree, the fireplace was lit, and
there were lots of happy screams and
children’s laughter. For Halloween, we get
together with our neighbors and trick or
treat followed by pizza, candy, and a scary
movie outside on a projector screen. One
thing we absolutely love is that both of our
families get along very well. Whenever
Jessica's parents are in town, we all get
together with Mark's parents. This past
summer, both parents were actually in
Colorado with us at the same time, too!

...and a whole lot of love

THANK YOU
We think considering adoption and putting a plan in place for what you
think is best for your baby is the most selfless and courageous thing you
can do. In our home, we would always speak of you positively, and you
would become a part of our family. We would be unbelievably thankful to
you, as we both love children and love being a parent.
Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us and reading our
book.
All our love,
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Parenting has brought out the best in us
AND WE WOULD LOVE THE OPPORTUNITY IF YOU WERE TO
CHOOSE US.

adventure awaits...

