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So Nice to Meet You
Thank you so much for taking the time to learn about
us and for considering us as potential candidates to
raise your child. We cannot begin to imagine how
difficult this decision is for you. We have so much
admiration and respect for you and for what you’re
doing. We plan to make sure your child knows about
the incredible strength and love that went into this
decision. We will honor you and your background and
always speak highly of you, with the utmost love and
appreciation about who you are and what it took for
you to make this choice. We wish you luck and
continued strength on this path and we know that no
matter what you choose to do, it will be the right thing.
Love,
Jason and Anna

Our Story
We first met in college when Anna was a sophomore and Jason a senior. Jason saw Anna
working at the student café and would come by to order a bagel and Arizona iced tea from
her every day, then he would sit at a nearby table and hope that she would come talk to
him. Anna noticed him too and thought he was very cute, but since he never spoke to her,
she assumed he wasn’t interested. A few years later when Anna was a senior and Jason had
already graduated, they bumped into each other at a mutual friend’s party. Jason finally
asked Anna for her phone number and called her for a date. They went on a few dates Anna thought they were some of the coolest and most creative dates she’d ever been on, but
Jason was very quiet and reserved, so again she thought he wasn’t that into her. After a few
months, they fell out of touch. They were both still very young and the timing just wasn’t
right. Two years later, Jason texted Anna out of the blue and asked her out for lunch that
weekend. Jason was so much more talkative, humorous, and relaxed. Anna felt an instant
connection with him and couldn’t believe how funny and clever he was. It turned out that
during their dates two years ago Jason was just very nervous and didn’t want to say the
wrong thing, and that’s why he was so quiet! After lunch, they walked around the city for a
few hours before parting ways and planning to see each other again the next day. From
that point onward, Anna and Jason were inseparable. One year later Anna moved into
Jason’s apartment. A year after that, Jason proposed. And exactly a year later we were
married.

Jason's surprise proposal to Anna - August 3, 2013

Our wedding was on August 2nd,
2014 at the Pleasantdale Chateau in
West Orange, NJ. The venue was
built during the 1920s in the style of a
European castle and has a gorgeous
garden and lake view. We had 195
people at our wedding, including our
closest friends and family from all
different parts of our lives.

Our Life Together
We’re best friends and absolutely love spending time together. We truly enjoy each other’s company and
prefer to do things together. We definitely do things apart as well (Anna will have dinner with her
girlfriends, and Jason with the guys, etc.) but most of our friends and family will say we’re always
together and we come as a pair.
One of the things we both really love to do is travel and we’ve been all over the world together. We love
traveling to Asia (Vietnam, Japan, Bali, Singapore, Thailand, Myanmar) and have gone there together on
multiple trips. We’ve also been to India, Egypt, and UAE as well countries all over Europe (Greece, Italy,
France, Spain, Portugal, Iceland, and more). We share a passion for seeing new places and experiencing
different cultures. We’re so excited to travel with our future children and see the world again through
their eyes for the first time. Jason always traveled with his parents as a child, and Anna did as well. We
definitely want to continue that tradition and expose our future kids to the world and to different
cultures.
We also really love spending time with our family and friends. We often host dinners and get-togethers at
our apartment and will invite our family together with our friends to join. We’re very inclusive and we
just love spending time with the people we care about.
We live in New York City and we’re always finding fun new places and new things to do. Our apartment
is a 10-minute walk from Central Park and we love to have picnics there with friends when it’s warm.
New York has no shortage of museums, art exhibits, and other cultural activities which we really enjoy
taking advantage of.
While we consider ourselves pretty active people who love to be out and about doing new things, we also
really love to relax at home. Most weeknights, after work you will find us on our couch watching a movie
and eating popcorn. It’s one of our favorite pastimes together.

We love seeing new places
together and can't wait to
travel the world with our
future children

Why We're Adopting
We are thrilled to be growing our family through adoption. Jason was adopted as a baby
so we’ve always known that adoption was going to be part of our family and our story in
some way, we just weren’t sure when or how.
A few years after we got married, we decided we were ready to be parents and we
started trying to get pregnant, but it didn’t work naturally. We then turned to IVF and
found that didn’t work either. After considering our options, we knew that adoption was
the right path for us and the way that we were meant to grow our family.
We’re so excited to start a family through adoption. We know there will be challenges
and it won’t always be easy, but we can’t wait to be parents and give all of the love in our
hearts to our future child. As an adoptee himself, Jason has a lot of firsthand experience
with some of those challenges and will be able to relate. No matter what, we will love this
child with all of our hearts and we can’t wait to meet them.

Meet Jason
Jason is 35 years old and grew up in Long Island, New York. He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and was adopted
as an infant just a couple of weeks after leaving the hospital. Jason is an entrepreneur who founded and runs a
successful business. He studied finance and accounting in college and is a mathematical thinker and a problem
solver. He’s a hard worker with a lot of grit and determination. He’s very good at finding unique solutions to
challenges. He’s very handy and good at building things, putting things together, and fixing things. He’s not
afraid to challenge himself and to push himself to learn something new or improve on his skills.
Jason is very athletic and loves sports. He played hockey and baseball growing up and he loves the competitive
spirit and drive involved in team sports. He enjoys attending Knicks, Rangers, Yankees, and Giants games with
his dad and brother who are all NY sports team fans. Jason also enjoys playing competitive team video games
with his friends online, as well as strategy games like chess. He also loves amusement parks and roller coasters
and tends to be pretty fearless when it comes to fast rides.
Jason is very gregarious and loyal – supporting his friends and family is one of his key values. There's nothing
Jason wouldn’t do for the people he cares about. He has a big heart and he often goes out of his way to help
people. His closest friends have known each other for over 20 years and are tight-knit like brothers. He’s also
good at making new friends everywhere he goes. Jason is witty and has a great sense of humor, he’s very good
at making connections with people and he’s fun to talk to. He loves making new friends and bringing people
together.

Jason with his dad and brother

In Anna's Words
“Jason is the funniest, kindest, most warm-hearted person I know. He’s constantly finding new ways to make
me laugh. He cares so deeply about me, our family, and our friends. His heart is enormous. He puts 100% into
anything he takes on. If you ask him for help or advice, he will truly give you his all no matter what it is. He’s the
type of person you want on your team, especially in a crisis. Jason is magnetic, he has a zest for life and
adventure that’s infectious. People love being with him, he’s always planning fun things to do and somehow it
always feels like an adventure even if you’re just sitting on the couch with him. One of the things I love about
Jason is that he pushes me to be a better version of myself. He believes in me so much and thinks I’m capable of
anything no matter how much I may doubt myself.”

Jason with his mom

Jason with our nephew, Jacob

Meet Anna
Anna is 34 years old and grew up in New Jersey. She was born in Belarus before the fall of the Soviet Union and
moved to the United States with her family when she was two years old because her parents wanted a better
future for Anna and her sister.
As a child, Anna excelled in gymnastics, ballet, and tennis. While Jason is a mathematical thinker, Anna has always
preferred philosophical discussions and social issues. She also has always loved art, music, and fashion and decided
to attend school in NYC. This allowed her to maintain her close relationship with her parents and grandparents and
take advantage of all the city has to offer.
Anna has always been very hardworking and goal oriented. She was top of her class in highschool and went on to
graduate college with honors with a double major in Finance and Accounting while working multiple jobs to help
pay for school. She now enjoys a successful career in investment banking, a male-dominated industry where she is
one of the relatively few women in her role. Anna tackles each challenge with determination and dedication.
However, what makes her so unique is the warmth and caring she brings to everything she does - she is the first to
help anyone she can to achieve their goals and she's always willing to listen, offer advice, and to do whatever she
can to be supportive.
Anna is a great wife, daughter, daughter-in-law, granddaughter, sister, sister-in-law, aunt, friend, and colleague,
always caring about others before herself. Anna enjoys traveling, doing daily crossword puzzles, and most
importantly, spending time with family and friends.

Anna with her parents and sister at Lake George

Anna with her grandma and mom

In Jason's Words
"Anna is the love of my life and I feel grateful every day to share my life with her. Anna is the type of person
everybody loves; she listens when you talk, she’s warm and makes you feel good to be around her. She's the most
empathetic person I know. She loves being around children and they love being around her. She can’t wait to be a
mother herself and is excited to devote herself to what she knows will be her most important role.
Anna and I have been together for over 11 years and I’ve never heard anyone say a negative statement about her.
As a matter of fact, I’ll often hear, “does Anna like me, or is she just nice to everyone.”
Not only do I love Anna for the beautiful person she is but I am extremely proud of her in everything that she
does. I'm sometimes told we spend an excessive amount of time together, but there is no one I’d rather spend time
with and no one who will make a better mother. "

Anna with her sister, Marina

Anna with our nephew, Jacob on
the day he was born

Family trip to Greece for Jason's mom and Anna's
dad's 60th birthdays
Jason with Anna's grandma

Golf day with Jason's parents,
aunt, and uncle

Our Family

Jason has a large family with lots of aunts and uncles and cousins. He has one brother, Brian, who is married to
Erica and they have a 17-month-old son named Jacob. We love hanging out with Jacob and getting together
with the whole family for holidays, dinners, and birthdays.
Anna's family is smaller but very tightknit. Anna has a sister who's 16 months older and lives right nearby so
we always hang out. Anna has one living grandma on her mother's side who is the matriarch of the family and
Anna is very close with her.
Our families get along really well with each other and get together frequently. Our parents have even taken
vacations together and Anna's parents and grandma are often included in holidays with Jason's family.

Jason's dad and mom, Anna's mom and dad
Lobster cruise for Anna's dad's birthday,with
her parents and uncle

Anna with her mom and grandma

Anna with her dad and Jason's parents in
Florida

Hanging out with our nephew, Jacob
on his new swing set

Family trip to Cabo San Lucas with our parents,
Jason's brother, and his brother's wife

Our Traditions
We celebrate Thanksgiving every year with a huge family get-together at Jason's parent's house. Anna's family
is always invited too. His parents organize a beer pong bracket where the family competes to be the year's beer
bong champion with a giant trophy as the prize.
Birthdays, Mother's Day, and Father's Day are also big traditions, which involve getting together for dinner and
giving gifts. We first introduced our parents to each other on Father's Day many years ago and since then, we
always celebrate Father's Day together with a barbeque at Jason's parent's house.
We celebrate major religious holidays with large family dinners as well. Everyone lends a hand with the
cooking and cleaning, there's tons of food and it's always really fun.
Anna's family is Russian so New Year's Eve was an important family holiday for her parents when they were
growing up. Anna makes sure to keep up that tradition by celebrating New Year's Eve with her parents and
sister every year, they usually use this time for a family trip together.

Anna with Jason's mom, Aunts, and
girl cousins at a family holiday

Thanksgiving table set and the
beer pong trophy on display

NYE in Miami with Anna's parents & sister

Jason's mom, Anna, and Anna's mom at
Jason's 30th birthday party -- we love to
celebrate birthdays!

Jason's mom, aunt, Anna, and Anna's mom

Our Home
We live in a two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment in New York City. We have lots of enormous closets, a
large living room, and a separate dining room. Our second bedroom currently serves as a guestroom and office
but will be very easy to convert into a baby's room once that time comes. We live steps from Central Park and
we have a nice grocery store right downstairs. There are lots of cultural activities around our neighborhood as
well as lots of children's playgrounds and some of the best schools in the city. We plan to stay in the city for a
while, but will probably move to a house in the suburbs when our kids are older and need more space.
We have a pet cat named Chuck Taylor. Jason rescued him when he was a kitten over 10 years ago.
He's very friendly and acts more like a dog. He loves to lounge all over the apartment and he loves cuddling
with any guests who come over.

Our Promise to You
We want to thank you again for taking the time to get to know us. As you think over your decision, we want to
make a few promises to you about how we plan to raise your child:
With love and care: your child will be our #1 priority in every situation no matter what. They will be the single
most important part of our lives and will come ahead of everything and everyone else, including ourselves.
With kindness: we will raise your child to be kind, compassionate, and caring. We care deeply about each other
and the people around us and we will always set that example.
With a strong education: We value education and will make sure your child is always learning. We will do
everything we can to foster intellectual curiosity and a hunger for knowledge. Both of us studied hard and were
taught to value learning. We will work to instill that same passion for knowledge in your child.
With happiness and fun: We believe enjoying life and having fun is so important. Life has a lot of challenges, but
at the end of the day, it’s meant to be fun. We will enjoy all of the good things life has to offer whether that’s
traveling the world, celebrating with friends and family, or just being goofballs on a random Sunday night at
home. We will always make sure there is plenty of fun in your child's life.
With strength and resiliency: We know that life isn’t always easy, challenges and let-downs can be frequent. We
pride ourselves on supporting each other through tough times and we always try to maintain perspective on how
to get through challenges. We will do our best to instill resiliency, humility, and strength in your child to help
them withstand the tougher times in life with grace and resolve.

Thank You for Getting to Know Us!

