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hey there, mama!
Thank you so much for considering 
us to raise your child. We want 
to create a loving, fun, and 
supportive environment for them. 
We admire your love for your 
child and your decision to choose 
life for your child. It takes a lot of 
strength to do what you are doing, 
and we are very appreciative of 
that. We were both blessed with 
loving parents that supported us, 
and we want to show that same 
love and support for your child. 
We commit to being there for 
every sporting event or recital, to 
mend every wound, and to wipe 
every tear.

Our prayer is for your child to live 
in a house that is full of laughter, 
celebrations, and happiness. We 
also have a passion for trav-
el, so you can be confident that 
your child will experience all the 
wonderful things that the world 
has to offer. We love children so 
much, and we are so excited for 
the opportunity to love and care 
for a child of our own. We hope 
that you will decide to give us the 
opportunity to love and care for 
your child.

W I T H  G R A T I T U D E ,

Zack + Joy





our hearts
F O R  A D O P T I O N

In 2019, two years into our marriage, we had a surprise 
pregnancy. We were so excited to see the positive 
pregnancy test and immediately started dreaming 
about our life with this child. Sadly, eight weeks into 
the pregnancy, we had a miscarriage. While we were 
crying and holding each other in sadness over this loss, 
we reflected on how much we already loved this child 
that was not even born yet. We realized how much we 
wanted to be parents. Since then, we have been trying 
to get pregnant but have not had success. While we 
have not given up on having biological children, we are 
so passionate about parenting and so excited to love 
a child that we decided to start the adoption process. 

We want to adopt because of our great excitement for 
parenting. We chose our house with our future children 
in mind, with lots of bedrooms and a play area. Our 
friends are having children, and we want to raise our 
children with our friends so that our children can have 
the same loving community that we do. 



how it all began...
T H E  V E R Y  B E G I N N I N G . . .

It all started in an elevator. We happened to live on 
the same floor of our apartment building at graduate 
school. We were on our way to orientation, and Joy was 
the first one in the elevator. She heard someone coming 
around the corner and held the elevator door open. It 
was me. No one else joined us in the elevator, so we 
got to talk the whole way to orientation. We realized 
that we were passionate about the same things, so our 
conversations continued day after day. We had the 
same goals and the same vision for our future, so it was 
easy to fall in love. It took me only two weeks to profess 
my feelings for Joy, and we were officially dating in less 
than two months. We loved to have picnics in parks, 
play games together, and take day trips to fun places 
around us. We would have movie and dinner dates, 
and we would never run out of things to talk about. 
Then, after nine months of dating, we got engaged.

“Life is full of fun
when you marry
your best friend!”

STARTED
DATING

October 2015

GOT
ENGAGED

July 2016

TIED THE
KNOT

May 2017

BOUGHT 
OUR HOME
March 2020



how it all began...
T H E  P R O P O S A L . . .

I wanted to make a proposal puzzle for Joy. I picked 
my favorite six pictures of us and had a 1000-piece 
puzzle made. I wanted to write a message on the back 
of the puzzle, so while Joy was away for a week, I spent 
four whole days completing the puzzle and added my 
message to the back. When Joy returned home, I took 
out the puzzle. I told Joy that I wanted to complete this 
puzzle for her, but that I was unable to and needed 
her skill to complete it. She completed the puzzle with 
ease. When she was out of the room, I put glue on the 
puzzle to keep it together for when it would be flipped 
later. That night, we went out for dinner and country 
dancing. Before we walked inside after getting home, 
I told her I needed her to flip the puzzle over. When 
I opened my apartment door, the room was full of 
rose petals and candles, the puzzle was on the table 
between two pieces of cardboard, and our song, All of 
Me by John Legend, was playing. We flipped over the 
puzzle, revealing the message “turn around and say 
yes.” When Joy turned around, I was on my knee with 
a diamond ring and asked her if she would marry me. 
She said yes, and we celebrated!

O U R  W E D D I N G . . .

We got married on May 27, 2017, in my hometown 
in Pennsylvania. The day was so special because our 
friends and family came in from all over the States. It 
was so fun to have friends from all stages of our lives 
come together to celebrate our love. During the re-
ception, our friend from Dallas, TX played and sung a 
few songs while everyone danced! A few days after the 
wedding, we left for our honeymoon at Hilton Head Is-
land, South Carolina. We love the beach and seafood, 
so we enjoyed our time celebrating our marriage on 
the ocean and eating seafood every night.



life is
F U L L  O F  F U N

We try to go on biweekly date nights to keep our love and 
marriage strong. We love going to our favorite Thai restaurant 
right down the street and talking about our days. Other date 
nights include going to our favorite seafood restaurant on 
the water and then walking to get ice cream at a local place. 
We also love to explore. When we lived in Texas, we made 
sure to visit every major city for a long weekend to explore 
all that Texas had to offer. Now that we live in Florida, we 
commit to do the same. Both of our parents live in Florida 
now, so we love driving to visit them and see all that both 
coasts have to offer. Most recently, we took a trip to explore 
St. Augustine, Florida. We love exploring new places, relaxing 
on the beach, and trying new restaurants! 

We value being a part of our church community. Every week 
we go to a small group with other families from our church. 
Our child will have instant friends with these families. We pray 
for one another, have fun with one another, and encourage 
one another. We often host them for game nights, or we all 
meet at the beach for beach days. We also value spending 
time with our parents and siblings. We see family for every 
birthday, holiday, and try to celebrate even the little things!



we love
C E L E B R A T I N G

For Christmas, we have our entire extended family at our house 
to celebrate. This includes hours of present opening and lots 
of delicious food. Zack’s sister Luisa hosts Thanksgiving at 
her house. After experiencing a ‘fancy’ Thanksgiving in which 
the food was served slowly in small courses, with dessert in 
sight but not allowed to be touched, we have ‘Brokesgiving,’ 
a cheap and casual celebration with a lot of delicious food 
and no waiting between courses. 

One of our favorite holidays is May 4th, Star Wars Day. On 
May 4th we wear our Star Wars shirts and watch a Star Wars 
movie or show. March 14th, Pi Day, is especially meaningful to 
us because it was the due date for our baby that miscarried. 
To honor our baby, we have pie and remember how grateful 
we are to have loved our child while he was in Joy’s womb.

Our birthday parties are the biggest social events in town. 
We invite all of our friends over for a fun, themed night. Zack 
has had various game nights for his birthday, while Joy most 
recently had a 1920s themed murder mystery party. We are 
excited to have special birthday parties for our child.

we would be 
honored to 

walk alongside 
you on this 
journey...



Joy
M E E T :

C O M P A S S I O N A T E

D E D I C A T E D

A D V E N T U R O U S

C O M F O R T E R

“I look forward to celebrating life, the little moments and the big moments.I look 
forward to celebrating after dance competitions or after a baseball game. I’m 
excited to surprise my kids with gifts on Christmas morning and chocolate on 
valentines day. Every birthday will be a week worth of celebrating. I also look 
forward to loving a little one, being there to meet their needs, and tucking them in 

at night while reading them a bedtime story.”



Zack
M E E T :

I N T E L L I G E N T

K I N D - H E A R T E D

L O V I N G

D E P E N D A B L E

“I am most looking forward to creating an environment in which a child can be fully 
known and fully loved. I am excited to encourage our child, to play with our child, 
and to celebrate with our child. I also look forward to having a partner in loving 
my wife well. I want our child to know they are loved and know how to love others. 
I also look forward to teaching our child how to play the piano for as long as they 

are interested and to coach whatever sports teams they are a part of.”



more about
J O Y

I work from home for a non-profit ministry for marriages. My team 
is very supportive, as they are all moms. One of my co-workers 
also adopted a child! It has been so helpful to learn from her 
and to have her wisdom in this process. I will get 12 weeks off 
for maternity leave. When I return from maternity leave, I will 
continue working from home as I raise the child. My parents live 15 
minutes away, and they will be actively involved in our children’s 
lives.

During my free time I love having fun with my family and friends, 
especially Zack. We love to play games: card games or board 
games, anything with strategy, or something that makes you 
laugh. I also love arts and crafts! I get this from my mom who is 
very artistic. As a child, we spent so much time together creating 
art and I can’t wait for us both to do that with my children. I 
also enjoy relaxing days on the beach, going on walks in our 
neighborhood, and exploring our city. We love finding new places 
to try and explore!

“Joy’s heart for other people is incredible. She is such a great friend. She is especially 
sweet to me and is my greatest encourager. After over four years of marriage, she 
gets more beautiful every day. Joy’s love for others, and especially children, give 
me tremendous assurance that she will be an incredible mother, and that our kids 

will be as grateful to have her as mom, as I am to have her as a wife.”

- ZACK



more about
Z A C K

I am a college professor. This occupation is very family-friendly 
and flexible because I have summers off, and my college currently 
only has face-to-face courses on Tuesdays and Thursdays. I can 
work from home the rest of the week. I will have two weeks of 
paternity leave, but my company has a generous paid time off 
policy which will allow me plenty of time off for the adoption. I 
am very valued by my employer and my co-workers. I consider my 
supervisor and my peers like family. 

As a professor, education is a great interest of mine. I love to read, 
and I aim to read at least one book per week. I also spend a lot of 
time looking for the answers to tough questions that my students 
ask me. I also love languages, and continue to study different 
languages, such as French, Greek, German, and Latin. I also love 
to have fun with my family, friends, and students, especially by 
playing board games and sports. I enjoy finishing the day by 
talking to Joy and by watching our favorite television shows and 
movies together.

“Zack is the sweetest and most loving man I’ve ever met. I’m so excited for him to 
love our kids the way he loves me. I can’t wait to watch him make our kids laugh. 
When there are kids at a family event or at our small group parties, kids are drawn 
to Zack. I can’t wait to start a family with Zack, and I am certain he is going to be 

the most faithful and loving father.”

- JOY



“It is with the highest 
sincerity that we 

recommend Zack and 
Joy to be chosen to move 
forward in this adoption 

process and become 
parents of a child of 
their own. We have 

witnessed Zack and Joy’s 
love for children, we have 
witnessed them care for 
children, and we have 

witnessed firsthand their 
desire for children. Zack 
and Joy have a strong 
marriage and we have 
witnessed them love 

and support each oth-
er through the difficult 
times they have shared 
over the past two years. 
We have also witnessed 
their amazing support 
group of family and 

friends that will surround 
their future child with 

love.”

- Tyler + Amanda

in the words of our friends...



our family roots
Joy’s parents’ names are John and Debra. Joy is an only child. Joy’s parents live only fifteen 
minutes away and are very excited to help support our future baby. They come over 
regularly for games and meals and helping with things around the house. John loves golf 
and music, while Debra loves painting and writing. They have a pool that we love to swim 
in and that we are excited to bring our future baby to.

Zack’s parents’ names are Kevin and Gina. Zack has a younger sister named Luisa. Luisa 
married her husband Michael about a year ago. They all recently moved to Florida, but 
they are two or three hours away. We see them all on a regular basis and spend our 
holidays with them. Kevin and Gina are recently retired and are excited to spend time with 
our future baby. We love to go to baseball games and swim with the family. Luisa is going 
to spoil our children with clothes and is very excited about buying stuff for them.



H O M E
S W E E T
H O M E

We live in a newly built home with four bedrooms and 
three bathrooms. Upstairs, we have the master bedroom, 
two guest rooms (that we hope to turn into kids rooms one 
day), and a nursery. The nursery already has two sets of 
drawers and a sign that says, “I love you more,” and “I love 
you most.” We also have an upstairs bonus room that we 
hope to make into a playroom for our children. On the first 
floor of our home we have an office, kitchen, dining room, 
and large family room. We love the size of our great room 
because we love to host family and friends. Almost twice a 
week we open up our home to host others. In our backyard, 
there is a lake and water fountain that looks beautiful 
when the sun is setting over it. We hope to expand our 
small porch in our backyard in a few years to create a 
place for a firepit, outdoor garden, grill, and another place 
to welcome people into our home. We’ve always wanted 
our home to be a place open to hosting and loving all 
kinds of people. 



C
O
M
M
U
N
I
T
Y

We have the good fortune of living in a diverse neighborhood. I am glad that our 
children will be able to grow up with kids that look different from them and who have 
different perspectives on our world. We have neighbors of different ethnicities and ages. 
We love that our neighbors include babies that will grow up together and other older 
kids that could babysit. Our neighborhood has a local park with swings and a slide. We 
go on nightly walks and can picture walking to the park each day for our child to have 
time to play. We love picturing ourselves pushing our child on the swings. Our child 
will be able to swim in a pool or play tennis any time at their grandparent’s house 15 
minutes down the road (Joy’s parents).



our faith

We plan to raise our children to know and love God. This will take place at night when 
we pray and read the Bible as a family and when the children are involved with our 
church community and small group. Our children will spend time in Sunday School, and 
then once a week, we will go to a family small group. They will hear and talk about 
God with other families. One of our primary prayers as parents is to create a loving 
environment for our child, including family and friends that will love and support them. 
We hope that they will know and experience God’s love through our love and the love 
of our friends and family. Another prayer is to help our child see that God loves them 
even more than we do and to help them grow in their faith.  We commit to growing 
in our child a love of God, a desire to serve others, and an interest in their faith and 
community.



“we love because
He first loved us...”





T H E  F U T U R E  I S 
B R I G H T

For now, we desire to send our 
children to public school. Both 
of us went to public school 
and had great experiences. 
We want our children to 
experience diversity and the 
world outside of the Christian 
bubble. Sending them to 
public school is also a great 
financial decision as we save 
up for their college education.

We hope to stay in our 
current new home for at least 
10 years. We love our home, 
our city, our church, our 
community, and our friends. 
We love living in Florida. We 
love to travel and desire to 
take our children all over 
the world. Zack is an Italian 
citizen, and we hope to take 
a family trip to Italy one day 
soon! We also love going on 
smaller adventures over the 
weekend and exploring local 
cities in Florida. We would 
love to continue growing our 
family either biologically or 
through adoption.





before you go...

We again want to thank you for 
the courage and bravery you 
have to make this decision for 
your child. We will make sure 
your child knows how much you 
love them. We will speak highly 
of you. We are happy with 
whatever level of openness you 
desire -  Whatever is best for you. 
If you are interested, we would 
love to send you updates of your 
child. We would love to have a 
relationship with you, but that 
decision is up to you. Thank you 
for taking the time to read about 
our family. What we wrote here is 
all from our heart’s desire to love 
your child. We commit to loving 
your child for the rest of our lives. 

W I T H  L O V E ,

Zack + Joy




	Skarka Family Profile Book (Joy and Zack) Cover PREVIEW
	Skarka Family Profile Book (Joy and Zack) Pages PREVIEW



