
Dan + Taryn
(And griffin, too!)



hey, there!
We are Dan, Taryn & Griffin

We are so glad you are here to meet our family as you make a plan for the future. 
We have been married 12 years and adopted our son, Griffin, 4 years ago. The love 
for your child and weight of this decision is not lost on us. Over the past 4 years we 
have learned that adoption is filled with grief and joy at the same time, but most 
importantly it’s about love. As the lives of 2 families and a child become connected 
together the main focus for us is love and what is always best for the child. We are 
aware everyday that we were chosen to be Griffin’s parents and it is our goal in life 
to provide him a life that his birth family and ourselves are proud of.  To become 
parents through adoption has been our greatest blessing.  As you flip through these 
pages our hope is that you see the love and joy in our family.



our 
story

We met in college in 2007. Life is strange and in some ways it 
feels like yesterday and in other ways it feels like a lifetime ago. 
As I reflect back about the young kids that met while working 
out at the gym I’m reminded how simple love can be. He liked 
me, I liked him and we knew everything would work out if we 
spent our life together. We got married pretty young and had 
no huge plans for our life other than Dan would soon join the 
Marine Corps and I would happily follow him anywhere. Our 
life in the military has provided us with so many adventures, 
cool places to live, taught us to be resilient and really appreciate 
our time together.  We’ve grown up together, been through a 
lot of big life changes but we’ve always been a team. Now that 
we are parents it’s the same. Our love for each other and our 
family is at the core of everything we do.



Taryn is always up for an adventure. Pretty 
much from day one we loved packing up 
and taking off to go camping in some new 
park, or go explore a new place. We love 
just spending time with each other too. No 
matter how long the day was or how early 
the morning, she always makes time to sit 
down,  catch up, and laugh about the events 
of the day. Her greatest qualities are her 
love, patience, and ability to always have 
something fun to do as a Mom and wife!

You can’t describe me without including 
Taryn and the other way around and I like 
it that way!

In this season of life I love spending my days with Griffin. 
He’s only this little for so long so I’m soaking it up. Most 
days I go to bed exhausted but filled with joy from all the 
adventures we’ve been on that day. He’s over 35lbs but 
still wants to be held so much, so until he’s bigger than 
me I’ll continue to carry him. 

Other things about me...One of the favorite parts of my 
day is waking up early to have a morning coffee date with 
Dan before the house gets loud and the day really begins. 

I am forever seeking a beautiful view, sunrise or sunset! 

I am an extrovert to my core and love spending time with 
people who bring out the best parts of me. 

I believe that life is short, so whatever the situation, I do 
it 100%...whether that is dealing with a tough moment, 
running a race, or enjoying a sunny day. 

I’m Taryn
WHILE I’VE WORN MANY TITLES IN 
MY LIFE, MY FAVORITE ONE IS MY 
CURRENT ONE...MOM!

what dan loves most



My favorite way to spend my time is with my 
family, going on adventures, hanging out, and 
meeting up with friends. I grew up as a military 
kid and got to live all over the world because of it. 
I’m glad that I get to provide that same experience 
to my family. Having a long list of places I’ve lived 
has allowed me to see so many different ways of 
life and places and hold an appreciation for all of 
them.

Getting to show my son the fun to be had outdoors 
is incredibly important. We spend at least some 
part of every day outside. Things I enjoy most are 
hiking, mountain biking, and camping with my 
family. 

Dan, my love, my hiking buddy, sunset chaser, chapstick 
finder, the best snuggler, the one who makes the bed, makes 
me feel so supported, and has the best dimples. Simply put...
my very best friend and after 12 years of marriage I still get 
excited to see his name pop up on my phone. 

It is through his love that I discovered that love has no 
boundaries and you can create a family with anyone that you 
chose to spend your life with. 

I’m Dan
I absolutely love being a 
dad & husband.

what taryn loves most



There is so much I want to tell you about our 
amazing 4 year old son! We are constantly telling 
anyone who will listen all the ways he makes the 
world a much brighter place. 

Since he was born he has been smiling. Everyone 
told me that babies can’t smile, that it was just gas, 
but there was no way that could be true with how 
much he smiled while sleeping. It was like he was 
constantly laughing at his own jokes. As he grew, 
opened his eyes more, started moving, walking and 
talking the smiles have only grown. The joy that 
radiates from this kid is unreal! He lights up any 
place that he goes and makes it his mission to try 
and make others laugh. 

Recently we were walking across a busy street and 
someone drove by loudly playing a song that he felt 
in his bones and just had to dance to. He completely 
stopped traffic because he danced across the 
intersection and made all other cars stop because 
they were so impressed and laughing over his 
impressive dance skills. 

He is full of passion and feels whatever he is feeling. 
If he’s happy you know it. If he’s upset you know it. 
He lives in the moment, has drive and determination 
to climb every tree, turns anything on wheels into 
an extreme sport, makes friends wherever he goes, 
and fiercely loves us. 

Everyday is a gift with him. He is truly our Son - 
Shine!

Griffin
meet



Griffin is 4 and has been on the 
go since the day he was born, so 
we do it all! Surfing, bike riding, 
skateboarding, scootering...
basically anything on wheels. 
If it moves, we are on it. We are 
happiest outside and love a good 
view! One of Griffin’s favorite 
things to do is to just throw rocks 
into water, make music with 
sticks and throw a ball, so that is 
what we do most days. We also 
love cooking and hosting friends!

a few 
of our 
favorite 
things...



a few of our family 
traditions...

we love 
making

memories!

• Going camping as a family or 
with friends  

• Making s’mores while sitting 
around a fire together 

• Watching the sunset 

• Traveling a few times a year 

• Picnics with a nice view 

• Ice cream dates 

• Going to see cool things at work 
with Dad 

• Dan and Griffin love to wear 
matching outfits 

• We are always dancing, playing 
music or making music in our 
house



TARYN’S SIDE
I was born and raised in Texas and grew up in a 
blended family. It was me, my sister and mom for the 
first part of life making memories. When I was 10 my 
Mom married my Dad, he adopted me and I gained 
another sister. For the past 20+ years we’ve been on 
this journey together. We all are different, we look 
different, live in different places, enjoy different things 
but I think it’s what makes us wonderful! We all try to 
visit when possible and make the most of our time 
together. When my parents became Nani and G-pa 
it was the greatest blessing of their lives! They fully 
enjoy being grandparents and show Griffin how much 
he is loved and adored everyday.

DAN’S SIDE
I grew up as a military kid. I was born in North 
Carolina, my sisters in Germany, and both of my 
parents in Cleveland. Now we live all over the place. 
Because of this, I’ve adopted Taryn’s home state of 
Texas as my own. We’re close to all of my family and 
are even lucky enough to live right down the road 
from one of my sisters and her family. The rest of the 
extended family is back in Cleveland, and we get to 
visit often. Whether it’s Taryn’s parents flying in from 
Texas or my family visiting, there are never more than 
a couple months where we don’t have grandparents 
around to spend time with us.

Our Families

We have recently moved from California by the beach to 
living close to Washington D.C. Moving often can be tough, 
but we actually love it. It makes us truly appreciate where 
we are living and forces us to get out and explore all the fun 
things to do. 

Community and relationships are vital to our life. Every 
place we live we try our best to get involved in activities 
around town, and meet new friends for us and Griffin. Our 
USMC community is amazing. They are a family to us. We 
do life with these friends. We are there for each other to 
celebrate birthdays, holidays and to hold each other up 
when times are tough. 

We live in a safe neighborhood, with playgrounds, and one 
of our favorite things to do is hop on our bikes and explore 
all the nearby nature trails. 

as a 
military 

family 
we move 

about 
every 3 

years

(they are pretty great!)



how we view 
transracial adoption

Adoption has shown us the depths of a mother’s love, and we will never witness a 
more powerful force. When Griffin was born his birth mom told us that each life 
is a gift. We live by that. No matter the circumstances, each life is precious and 
deserves to be loved, guided and supported through life. That is our promise 
to Griffin, you and any other child that may join our family. We will do our 
very best each day to honor family, culture and to love with all we have. 

Honestly, we thought we were prepared for a transracial adoption 4 years ago. Nothing 
can fully prepare you for raising a child that is a different race from you until you have 
lived it. We have learned so much seeing the world through our son’s eyes. We are fiercely 
committed to teaching him that his skin is beautiful, his hair is beautiful and his culture 
is beautiful. Our family looks different and gets a lot of attention, but we know that 
our reactions will become his reactions, so we do our very best to show him the beauty 
and truth of being raised by someone who looks different than you. We talk about 
adoption, race, and the journey of life every single day in our house. We make friends that 
look like him, he has role models that look like him and we teach him about history and 
all the people that have paved the way for him. We promise to do this for any person of 
any race that enters into our home. 

our Promise



Thanks for getting to know us a bit! no matter what you decide, we wish 
you all the best.


