Josh & Rachel

From Our Hearts
to Yours
We're so grateful you've taken
the time to read our book. We've
tried to give a snapshot of all the
love in our family, and hope you
can see that through the
following pages.
We wanted you to know how
much we admire your bravery
and courage. We have so much
love to give, and would love to
hear about your hopes and
dreams for your child.

Josh & Rachel

Thank you!

The Story of Us
We met through a mutual friend
and really hit it off on our first
date- we have been inseparable
ever since!
Josh planned to propose after
dinner on formal night of our
cruise but Rachel insisted on
putting on her "comfy" clothes
right after dinner before he
could. So he decided he
couldn't wait and proposed in
the room with her in no makeup
and yoga pants!
We said "I do" surrounded by
our immediate family and close
friends in 2017 and can't wait to
grow our family through
adoption.

Why Adoption?
We love our blended family so much, as Josh has two older
children from a previous marriage but we have been trying to
get pregnant for a few years now and have been unable to.
After struggling to conceive, we felt God leading us towards
adoption! We are so excited about growing our family through
adoption and are excited to see what God has in store for us.

We have grown so
much since we
decided to pursue
adoption and can't
wait to see how we
transform through the
years as adoptive
parents.
As an expectant
parent, we want you
to know that we fully
believe love
multiplies, not
divides, and you
would always be
welcome in our family
and spoken of with
the highest regard.

Rachel

fun, loving, determined

Meet Rachel
Occupation: Insurance Rep
Fun Fact: Only 5 feet tall
Rachel grew up in a close-knit family with her grandparents and
cousins all living right down the road from each other. She
always knew she wanted to have a child of her own. One of her
greatest joys are her little niece and nephew who she loves to
spoil! She loves to binge watch TV shows, be outdoors and help
on the farm and is always up for any adventure. If it's warm
outside she would love to be in any body of water, from the river
near our house, her parents pool or a vacation to the beach!

What Josh loves about Rachel:
Rachel doesn't do anything half-heartedly. She
loves big, and I am so grateful that I get to be a
part of that affection. I have really admired how
she has taken on the role of being a step-mom
to my boys. She started coming with me to
watch their ball games as soon as we started
dating and has never stopped. She is always the
one texting the boys to get together for
birthdays, holidays, and getting everything
organized to make those celebrations a
success! One of my favorite things about Rachel
is that she is very outspoken and always tells
me what she is thinking. She always makes
things more fun with her witty comments and
spunky attitude.

Josh

hard-working, loving, goofy

Meet Josh

Occupation: Route Delivery Driver
Fun Fact: Josh actually worked for Rachel’s
dad when he was 17, but we never met.

Josh has worked for the same company since he was 18, and
is hoping to "retire" from that in the next few years and start
farming full time which will give him more family time. Josh is
a such a "dreamer" always aspiring to grow and make his
dreams for himself and our family a reality. He loves to go
on spontaneous road trips with no destination in mind, spend
time outdoors and loves our farm life.

What Rachel loves about Josh:
One of the things that I have loved about Josh since I first
met him is his easy-going and goofy personality. He has a
way of making me forget about the stresses of everyday
life with his little quirks! He works so hard, maintaining our
farm, cattle, and at his job; but always seems to make
time for me. Whether its help making dinner or letting me
cuddle up to him on the couch, Josh makes time spent
with family a priority. One thing I admire most about him is
his dedication to being the best dad possible to his two
boys; which is something I know he will do with our baby
as well! He does everything in his power to help them out
and better their futures. He would drop anything to be
there to help them- whether it's a call late at night with
car trouble or being there to support them in playing
sports. He really is my best friend and I just love having
him to do life with!

There's no place like home.
We live on a farm with plenty
of land to run play and have all
kinds of adventures.
We plan to build our dream
home here in the next few
years in the same location we
are right now.
We have had a lot of fun
decorating the nursery in a
gender neutral farm animal
theme. We know all of our
neighbors and Josh's parents
live just down the road from us
which makes the perfect
place for a child to grow up!

Jake & Sy
Jake is now 20 and he has really
followed after Josh in his love for
farming and spending time
outdoors. He is still trying to
decide on a career path and
enjoys spending free time with his
girlfriend, fishing, and tending to
his cattle.
Sy is 18 and he is more of the
sporty one. He loves playing
baseball and is on the high school
baseball team and has recently
picked up golfing as more of a
hobby with his friends.
They are both very excited about
having a new brother or sister in
the family!

Fun Facts About Us:
-We raise cattle so we get to
have new baby calves every
year!
-We try to go on 2 vacations a
year. Usually the beach and a
road trip to see national parks.
-We do "Friday night dinners"
at Rachel's grandparents
house each week that is
followed by the kids playing
games like hide-and-seek.

Our Community:
Our area is very close to so
many unique outdoor amenities.
We live about 5 minutes away
from a river where we often go
on float trips or can just go
spend an afternoon letting our
little one splash around and
catch craw-dads or little fish in a
net.
Our local park has a neat splash
pad along with all the other
playground equipment. Our
town has a bounce house,
skating rink, movie theater and
many more child friendly
activites!

Our Traditions
Christmas is one of our favorite family
times. We have celebrations with all
sides of the family, gift exchanges and
plenty of good food! We can't wait to
share the magic of Christmas with our
little one.
On the first day of school we will
always do root beer floats (or Dr.
Pepper floats) and visit about how the
day went and what they are excited
about for the year.

Birthdays are always a big deal in our
family. Rachel thinks that a birthday
"month" is a thing and loves making the
birthday celebrations last as long as
possible.
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DEAR EXPECTANT
MOTHER,

We are so grateful that you are taking the time to get to know us through our profile & hope
that our photos have given you some insight into our day to day lives. We are a Christian
couple who are so excited to have a baby in our home to cherish, love and watch grow up! We
have talked about having a child together since we first started dating and are so glad that
our path has led us to adoption. We did initially try to conceive naturally, but really believe
that adoption is how we are meant to grow our family. We have learned so much about
adoption since we started this journey and know that we will continue to evolve and can't
wait to see how we grow through the years. We want our relationship with you to evolve and
grow along with us- we promise to be there for you and to always do what is best for our
child. We would be open to whatever type of communication you desire: annual visits, letters,
pictures, etc. We think that it is so important for your child to know you and know their story,
but we will honor whatever level of openness you desire. We plan to start telling our child
their adoption story from the time they are just a baby and continue throughout their life. We
want them to know that your decision was a brave one that was made out of love. A child's
identity is so important to them and we are happy that we will be able to share where they
came from and where they get so many great characteristics from!
Like our perspective on adoption has changed, so has our marriage throughout our 4 years of
being married. Our relationship has grown so much and we truly believe we can provide our
child a stable, loving environment. No matter what challenges we face as a family through the
years, we promise to stick together to be a loving support system for our child and help them
achieve anything they set their mind to. We get so excited thinking about our day to day liveswith everything from reading bedtime stories, teaching them things like to ride a bike and to
tuck them into bed at night. We do live on a farm so we are of course excited about sharing
that passion with our little one. Even Rachel, who would have been the last person you would
have ever expected to enjoy being on the farm is excited to have our child get to experience
farm life. We are excited to teach them the different farm animals, how to drive a tractor one
day and teach them responsibility and how working hard does pay off. We will be the type of
parents that teach them all the sports and academics they want and allow them to choose
which direction they want to go. We can't wait to go on little trips to places like the zoo,
amusement parks, national parks and vacations to the beach together as a family. Our
families are all so happy we have decided to adopt and will welcome our child with open
arms!
We would love to hear about any specific hopes and dreams you have for this baby and will do
everything in our power to honor your wishes. We can't imagine the immense thought that is
going into this decision for you, but we want you to know that if this is what you choose your
selfless love will give your child a future of happiness and constant love. We hope that you
consider us to be a part of your future, and regardless of what you decide we wish you the
very best in life and with your pregnancy.

Josh & Rachel

Thank you!

We hope whatever path you choose is full of support and
love in the days and months ahead, and you have our
support and prayers.
Regardless of your decision, we hold you close in our
hearts and wish you all the best. Thank you for allowing us
to share a piece of our hearts and for considering our
family.

