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NICE
  TO
   “MEET”
   YOU!



OUR LETTER TO YOU:
Hi! We’re Emily and Chris. We’re so glad you picked up our book. We’d love to share a bit about ourselves. 
We enjoy traveling and adventuring, whether that’s around our large city or in a foreign country. We care 
deeply about our community and find joy in opening our home to those in need. On a typical Saturday 
morning in our lives you would find Emily working on house projects (either at our home or a neighbor’s), 
Chris enjoying his second (or third) cup of coffee while reading, and then we’d be heading out the door 
together to meet up with friends for a meal and drinks, attend a church event, or take our dog Pippa on 
a long walk through our neighborhood. We hope our loving relationship and personalities make you feel 
welcome as you look through the pages of this book!

We’re excited to grow our family through adoption, like we always imagined we would. We believe that 
adoption is a beautiful image of God’s own love for us. We are committed to raising your child to be strong, 
confident, kind and full of love—just like you.

We have so much admiration for you and the decision you are making. We can’t imagine a greater honor 
than to be chosen to love and raise your baby, and we would love to cultivate a relationship with you if you 
are open to it. We are praying for you!

Chris and Emily
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We always knew that if we were to grow our family it would be 
through adoption. Neither of us felt called to have biological 
children as there are already many children in need of adoption 
and families in need of support. Over the past 5 years, we have 
hosted young adults and high school students in our home for 
school programs ranging from 1 week to 6 months long. Serving as 
host parents, especially to high school foreign exchange students, 
really increased our desire to have a family of our own. We loved 
sharing meals around our table, exploring our city, and making 
memories with these children and young adults, but our hearts 
increasingly desired to have a more permanent family structure, 
where we could pour into a child’s life from a young age and 
watch them grow and mature into a young adult within our home 
and community.

We are eager
to open our

hearts and home
to a child!



OUR
LOVE
STORY

The Beginning...
We met on our first day of sophomore year in 
college at Texas A&M University. We had both 
joined a student organization called International 
Student Mentor Association (ISMA). Over the 
next two years, we saw each other occasionally, 
but it wasn’t until the fall of 2010 when things 
changed. By chance, we moved into the same 
apartment building near campus and met at an 
ice cream social for new residents. By the end of 
the event, Emily found herself inviting me to a 
study group which didn’t even exist! The study 
group that Emily hastily created didn’t last long, 
since it was obviously just an excuse for us to see 
each other again. But, it was the start of what 
would become our dating relationship. Emily 
decided to pursue a career in the Air Force, and 
I (Chris) was pursuing law school. Because of the 
big career decisions we faced, I decided to propose 
3 days before we graduated! We ended up getting 
married sooner than anticipated to accommodate 
Emily’s officer training program. 

WE HAVE
BEEN MARRIED

FOR TEN
YEARS AND
COUNTING!



The Proposal...
I (Emily) had two “rules” in my mind for the 
proposal and shared them with Chris. The first felt 
responsible: I wanted us to have both graduated 
from college when we got engaged. But the second 
was much more superficial: I did not want to be 
completely caught off guard (post-nap wearing 
pajamas or sweaty from a workout) when Chris 
proposed so that we could capture the moment 
on camera with a nice photo. Three days before 
Chris graduated that May, we went for our usual 
afternoon run to campus. He stopped in the middle 
of the run, saying he needed to catch his breath, 
and tried to hold my hand while we walked. As 
soon as his overly-sweaty hand grabbed mine I 
knew something was up. He dropped down on 
one knee at the Bonfire Memorial on campus, 
plucked the ring box out of a sneaky hiding spot, 
and proposed. In a sweet gesture, Chris had also 
asked his roommate, Matt, to hide and take some 
pictures of the event - sweaty workout clothes and 
all! We celebrated with friends and roommates 
later that evening!

Tying the Knot...
We only had a 6 week engagement, so we pulled off 
a lot in a short period of time! With a modest bud-
get, a knack for finding deals, and lots of do-it-
yourself craftiness, we pulled off a travel-themed 
wedding and reception that we both poured our 
hearts and time into. The wedding ceremony was 
held at the church in which Emily grew up and 
where her dad is the pastor. Despite the short no-
tice, we had over a hundred guests, and the church 
was packed full of our family and closest friends. 
Emily’s dad officiated, making it especially mem-
orable and personalized. At our reception, each 
dinner table was decorated with personal items 
representing different places that we had trav-
eled to or lived in. We ate and danced the evening 
away with our guests, while Emily’s little sister 
served as a discount DJ and played music over her 
iPod. 



SELFLESS

Emily

CARING

THOUGHTFUL

DEDICATED

INTENTIONAL

According to her husband...
Emily has a personality that naturally draws others in. She is always 
ready with a smile, a laugh, and a word of encouragement. Her 
genuine interest in others radiates so naturally from her. Life with 
Emily means rolling with adventure. Caring for others, regardless of 
the discomfort to herself, comes as naturally to her as breathing. She 
is an incredibly hard worker, and her high standards for herself means 
she has high standards for others. She is a natural leader. Most of 
all, she has a deep love for Christ and has found her deepest identity 
and security in that. Over the ten years we’ve been married, I’ve seen 
Emily grow closer to God. She is rooted in the Bible, and she is quick 
to go to God in prayer. I feel incredibly lucky to have Emily as my 
other-half and partner in my life. She is beautiful inside and out. She 
is the biggest blessing I have in this life. 

Emily is a natural with 
children. They are drawn to 
her joyful presence and playful 
attitude. She knows how to get 
on the level of young children 
and play with them, and she 
also knows how to relate to 
and guide teenagers. Either 
way, she is full of adventure 
and fun! There’s no doubt in 
my mind that she will be an 
incredible mom, all the way 
from babyhood to adulthood. 



My Work...
After serving as an active duty officer in the Air Force for nine 
years, I recently transitioned into a very part-time role (one 
weekend per month) as a member of the Maryland Air National 
Guard where I lead a cybersecurity team. In my new full-time job, I 
serve as a cyber consultant to the Department of Defense, working 
to ensure their networks and information are secure from cyber 
criminals. Work is a creative outlet for me, as I truly enjoy leading 
and managing teams of people to solve challenging problems. My 
new job is family-friendly, flexible, and provides paid parental 
leave after an adoption. I plan to take as much leave time as 
possible to ensure I have time to bond as a family at home before 
returning to work. 

The Things I Love...

I enjoy do-it-yourself home renovation projects. My 
tool collection, experience, and skills have grown 
over the years and I enjoy spending my free time on 
woodworking projects. I especially enjoy building 
shelves, benches, and other furniture items. I love 
the whole process from start to finish! I also enjoy 
interior design and the process of antique shopping 
or hunting for a great deal on a piece of furniture. 
Because of the pride I have in our home being a 
comfortable and warm place, I find great joy in 
having friends over for meals, game nights, and 
drinks on the back patio. Planning get-togethers and 
hosting is a hobby I love!



According to his wife...
Chris is the best person I know. His strengths are numerous and his 
personality is gentle, kind, and happy. Two of Chris’ primary strengths 
are his natural curiosity and his work ethic. I love his creativity and 
excitement, and I can’t wait to watch him teach our child about the 
beauty and history of the world. Chris works hard in all aspects of 
his life and makes a point to give everything his best effort, even the 
thankless tasks and behind-the-scenes work that often goes unnoticed. 
He is a generous friend and neighbor to those in our life, and he is 
usually the first to offer a room in our home to someone in need. Chris’ 
steady personality and gentleness make him an excellent husband. 
Chris prizes his faith, and he strives to live like Jesus everyday. These 
habits make Chris a kindler, gentler person who is slow to be angry 
and quick to forgive. I am so thankful to be his partner in life.

With younger children, Chris 
is goofy and playful. He 
loves encouraging children’s 
imaginations with inventive 
games like pretending to be super 
heroes, light-saber-wielding je-
dis, or even wild animals. With 
older children, Chris is a fun, 
but firm role model. I know 
that Chris will thrive as a fa-
ther, and I can’t wait to see him 

love our own children!

CALM

Chris

LEARNER

SELFLESS

CURIOUS

RELAXED



My Work...
I am an attorney focusing on consumer protection and 
communications law. I am continually learning new things and 
being challenged. My job has a good work-life balance, and I 
typically work 40 hours a week. My work is flexible with telework, 
and I receive eight weeks of parental leave for adoption. I believe 
my employer, coworkers, and clients see me as dependable, 
knowledgeable and friendly. 

The Things I Love...

I feel that my hobbies make me a more well-rounded 
person and have opened opportunities for friendships 
that I never would have had without them. One of 
my main hobbies is playing the drums. I currently 
play drums regularly for my church and for a local 
cover band. I’ve also started several musical projects 
over the years with my close friends. Besides music 
and drumming, I also enjoy writing and running 
campaigns for role-playing games, such as Dungeons 
& Dragons, and I love getting inspiration for these 
games through reading fantasy and science fiction 
novels. I also love history, and I love studying 
ancient cultures, in particular ancient Egypt and the 
classical greco-roman world. I am currently writing a 
historical fiction/fantasy novel set in ancient Egypt!



FOR FUN!
A major shared passion we have is for traveling and exploring new places. 
Together, we’ve traveled to many parts of the world, from places like Argentina, 
Montreal, Japan, Central Europe, East Africa, Colombia, to Southeast Asia. 
Most recently, we took a three-week trip to Egypt, where we traveled along 
the length of the Nile River. For us, traveling is a chance to expand our 
understanding of the world and other cultures. It also allows us to create 
unique and special memories that we can share together and is a valuable 
connection point for our relationship. We also love learning languages and 
have been taking French lessons with a tutor for a few years now. We also enjoy 
working out together, finding quiet coffee shops for us to read or chat, and 
hosting friends, family, and neighbors in our home for meals or get-togethers. 

We have one dog, a nearly two year old Jack 
Russell Terrier mix named Pippa, who brings a 
lot of happiness and energy into our home. We 
were temporarily living in West Texas for Emily’s 
job training in early 2021 when this sweet stray 
puppy showed up on our doorstep looking for two 
softies to take her in. Pippa, aka “Pip”, is extremely 
sweet, generally high energy, and loves meeting 
other animals and people, especially children who 
are closer to her size!

MEET OUR PUP!



“I am especially looking forward to watching our child grow up 
surrounded by people, not only Chris and I, but also those in our 
community, who love them and want to help them develop into someone 
who knows God’s love for them. While we will certainly show and 
explain this to our child regularly, it will be extra sweet to see our 

close friends and family join us in this effort.”

- EMILY

“I can’t wait to see our child take their first steps, say their first 
words, make friends, navigate the challenges of adolescence, and grow 
into adulthood. I am excited to be there every step of the way, loving 
them, praying for them, and doing everything I can to make sure they 

flourish.”

- CHRIS



HOME
SWEET
HOME

We live in a row home in a historic district of our city. 
We have worked little by little over the last seven years 
to add original character back into the home, with one of 
our proudest do-it-yourself projects being the addition of 
a fireplace to our living room. Our home is around 1,800 
square feet in size and has 3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, a 
kitchen, a living room/dining room, a family/TV room, 
front and back porches, and a spacious backyard (by city 
standards at least!).

When we purchased the house in 2015, we knew that we wanted to live generously in it and use the spare bedrooms 
to regularly host others in need of housing. Throughout the years, we have had many people stay with us for 
periods of a few nights up to one year, including host students from various countries, family visiting from out of 
town, and friends and neighbors in need. We also lead a community group through our church that meets in our 
home every Wednesday evening for dinner and bible study. It brings great joy to our hearts to use our home to love 
our community well, and we expect to continue to do so even after adding a child to our family.



OUR COMMUNITY
We live in a capital city of nearly 700,000 people, with a metro area of approximately 6 million. 
The city itself was historically populated by predominantly black Americans, which still provides 
a great deal of racial diversity we appreciate and see not just through our wonderful neighbors, but 
also in the restaurants, workplaces, cultural centers, and schools around us. There are enough parks 
and museums in our city that we could easily visit a new one each week of the year! We definitely 
have our favorite go-to restaurants, most within walking distance or a short drive from our house, 
but we like to adventure out and try new restaurants every month or so. Because there are so many 
things to do within walking distance, we tend to run into neighbors outside a lot, which often leads 
to us all going out for a fun, spontaneous meal or to get dessert or drinks at a local spot nearby. 
We have quite a few parks and schools within 5 or 6 blocks of our home and enjoy the open spac-
es, tennis courts, and running paths they offer local residents. Our church is one of many in our 
local neighborhood and it is very special to have church friends as neighbors who we see often 
throughout the week. 



EXTENDED
FAMILY

Emily’s Side...
My mom is Laurie and my dad is Joel. They have been married for over 40 
years and live and work in the suburbs of Dallas, Texas where they raised 
me and my siblings. My dad is a pastor of a medium-sized church and my 
mom is a nurse practitioner at a cardiology clinic. I have three siblings, 
Andrew, Rachel, and Michael. Andrew is married to Megan, and they live 
just outside of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma with their four children: Brooke 
(8), Jackson (6), Blakely (3), and Laurel (4 months). My sister Rachel is 
married to Joseph and they are both doctors who live in Durham, North 
Carolina. They have a newborn son named Wyatt. My brother Michael just 
graduated from the University of Texas in December of 2021 and will be 
joining the Air Force as a cyber officer in the very near future!

Chris’s Side...
My mom is Joan and my dad is Dan. They have been married for over 35 
years and live in downtown Houston, Texas where Dan works at a law firm 
that he has faithfully managed for many years. My mom left her job as an 
elementary school teacher in order to stay at home and raise myself and 
my three siblings, Sarah, Carolyn, and Alex. Sarah is married to Nick, and 
they own their own media company in Atlanta, Georgia where they live 
with their daughter Adah (3). Carolyn lives in Dallas, Texas and recently 
transitioned from a career in speech pathology to working in sales. Alex 
also lives in Dallas and works as a supply chain manager for PepsiCo.



Although our families live all over the country, we are very intentional about staying close and connected. 

We travel to see family as often as we can, and we keep in contact regularly through texting and phone calls! 

Every single family member is thrilled to welcome a baby into our family through adoption. They will be 

wonderful supporters, and we already know that they will love our child unconditionally!



OUR FUTURE
Our home has room to grow, and we plan to stay there until we’re old. We are so excited 
for the deep relationships we are continuing to build in our neighborhood and community.
Although we plan to stay rooted in our home and our city, traveling will continue to be 
an important part of our life. There are many places left to explore and many places we 
love that we want to return to! We also have dreams about one day buying a cabin in the 
Virginia countryside as a place to get away on long weekends.



Our Faith...
Our faith is a big part of who we are, and we desire to 
share that with our child. Our faith is more than head 
knowledge, but it is built into the rhythms and patterns 
of our lives. We attend worship on Sundays at our Church, 
and we have church band practices, church leadership 
meetings, and hangouts sprinkled in between. We plan to 
bring our child into our life and our church community 
and talk to them about Christ and pray for and with 
them on a regular basis. Our prayer for them is that they 
would be captivated by who God is and that they would 
see their own story as part of God’s bigger story.

Education...
We are very fortunate that our neighborhood has good 
public schools within walking distance from our home. 
We currently plan to send our child to one of these 
schools as well. We would be open to sending our child 
to a private school as well if that would benefit our child 
best. While we both attended college and feel it was the 
right choice for our lives, we understand that attending 
college is not the right choice for every child. If our child 
is academically oriented and desires to attend college, 
we will do everything we can to support that goal, but 
we would also support them in whatever education and 
work opportunities they pursue.





BEFORE
YOU
GO:

We hope you felt welcomed into our lives 

while looking through this book and 

getting to know us a little better! We are 

praying for you and your baby. We would 

love to get to know you more. We have 

so much admiration for you and we will 

always speak with your child about the 

bravery in your decision as well as your 

love for them. We don’t know what the 

future holds, but we are praying for you 

and believe that God loves and cares for 

you and your baby. We look forward to 

meeting you soon! 

Chris
and

Emily



You are
so loved.
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