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WE ARE SO EXCITED
TO GET TO KNOW YOU!



Hi
there!

IT’S SO NICE
TO MEET YOU!

We admire and honor you. Considering 
an adoption plan for your child is an 
expression of your intense love. Please 
know that our family is committed to 
loving you and your child unconditionally.

Adoption has always been something 
we have talked about when we became 
aware of our infertility diagnosis many 
years ago. After trying unsuccessfully to 
conceive through fertility treatments, we 
know that God’s plan is for us to grow our 
family through adoption. 

We are thankful for you and invite you 
to a relationship where love, respect, and 
honesty lead. You are valued, honored, 
and worthy. You can know that your 
child will be adored and encouraged in 
our home as we recognize that it is you 
that made us a family. We speak strength 
and courage over you as you make 
preparations. 

WITH LOVE,

Derek & Kayla

OUR HEARTS
FOR

ADOPTION:



We began trying to conceive almost 3 years ago. I have Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome, so we knew that 
we might have a hard time conceiving. We reached out to a fertility doctor right after our wedding. 
We have experienced various procedures and one misscarriage. That season was painful, but we are 
thankful that it brought us here. We have always discussed adoption being one of the ways we could 
potentially grow our family. We have so much love to give a child, and this would fulfill our hopes and 
dreams of becoming parents. We would be honored to love your child unconditionally alongside you.



our
love
story

We met each other using a dating app. Yep, 
we both swiped right! Thankfully we were both 
looking for love and found it. For our first date we 
went out to eat at an Italian restaurant, walked 
around a lake, and saw a movie. We saw the Blair 
Witch Project 2… Thankfully our date ended up 
being way better than that terrible movie, haha! 
After that, we were pretty much inseparable. 

01.  DATING

We were on vacation to Mexico when the proposal 
happened. I suspected the whole thing, so I spent 
the whole trip wondering when it was going to 
happen. The proposal happened the day after my 
birthday. Before dinner we stopped to put our feet 
in the hot tub. We were looking at the stars and 
Derek said, “Close your eyes and make a wish.” 
When I opened them, he had the ring and asked 
me to marry him.  I said, “YES!” The next day we 
FaceTimed our family to give them the exciting 
news!  They were all so happy for us.  

02.  ENGAGED

We had a whole week to celebrate our wedding! 
We got married in April of 2019 in Aruba with our 
closest friends and family. The day of the wedding 
we were so nervous because we were getting 
married on the beach where there were other 
people from the resort that could potentially be 
watching. Thankfully once our eyes met, we didn’t 
even notice anyone watching. For our reception we 
had dinner and cake at a restaurant overlooking 
the ocean at sunset.  Afterwards, we changed out 
of our wedding attire and danced all night!

03.  MARRIED

WE HAVE

ENJOYED 3

WONDERFUL

YEARS OF

MARRIAGE,

AND WE

CAN’T WAIT

TO SEE

WHAT THE

FUTURE

HOLDS!





Kayla
Kayla’s best gift is her ability to put others ahead of herself. She is an extremely selfless woman 
when it comes to spending time, effort, or even just gift giving. Her love for her family is 
something I admire. Kayla is fantastic with children. She takes so much pride in being the very 
best aunt she can be. Kayla spends time playing the games with them and getting down to their 
level. She spent time as a substitute teacher briefly and took pride in that work.  I believe Kayla 
will parent like her father in that she will be strict, but at the same time very playful. I know Kayla 
will be an amazing mother.  Any child would be lucky to call her Mom.

GET TO KNOW

IN HER HUSBAND’S WORDS



MY WORK

I have worked in Human Resources/Payroll for 10 years. 
I worked for a manufacturing facility and enjoyed the 
people I worked with. All the employees were so kind 
and such a joy to be around. I have transitioned to a 
job that allows me to work from home three days a 
week and be in the office for 2, which I absolutely love. 
I’m not sure who loves it more, me or my dogs!  My job 
is extremely flexible, especially on the days I work from 
home. I will be able to take 12 to 14 weeks off once the 
baby arrives, and when I return to work childcare will be 
provided by Derek and myself, and Grandpa.

MY PASSIONS

My favorite thing to do is spend time with my family. 
I enjoy going to church, cooking, reading, going out to 
dinner at my favorite restaurants, and shopping.  I love 
going on girls’ trips with my sister and nieces to the Mall 
of America.  This is something we enjoy doing together 
once a year. I enjoy quiet evenings at home watching 
TV or reading a book with my dogs nearby, but I also 
enjoy traveling. Derek and I have been to many places 
which is where some of my greatest memories together 
have taken place. 

My prayer is that my child 
walks through life knowing 
that I’ll always be there 
for them. I pray that my 
child has a strong faith 

foundation, and they know 
they truly are a gift from 

God.



Derek
Derek is an energetic, go-getter that has so much passion for life and motivation to be the best 
he can be. He is one of the most kind and thoughtful people I know and will do anything to 
help his friends and family in need. He is always my sense of calm and support during difficult 
times. Derek makes kids feel seen, important, and cared for, which is exactly how he will make 
our children feel. The first thing our nieces do when they see him is run up for a hug, and the last 
thing they do before they go home is give Derek a hug. When I see him with my nieces, I know 
I have picked the perfect father for my children.

GET TO KNOW

IN HIS WIFE’S WORDS



MY WORK

I work as a table games dealer at a casino. It can 
be very flexible and family friendly, as well as the 
ability to get a day or two off on short notice. 
I am very knowledgeable about all games and 
the casino business. I have been offered many 
opportunities to move up in the company. I am 
happy in my current position since it gives me the 
hours I want.

MY PASSIONS

I love to watch, play, and spend time doing 
just about anything sports related. I was born 
in Tampa, Florida so I am an avid fan of any 
Tampa sports team. I also play video games of 
all sorts on my computer or on the PS4/Switch. 
I spend my free time going out on dinner dates 
with Kayla, enjoying some video game time, or 
watching movies. I like all genres of movies, but 
typically the scarier the better.

I want my children 
to be happy 
and to know 

they are loved 
unconditionally.  I 
also want them to 
know if they work 
hard that they 

can accomplish so 
much.



Our favorite thing to do 
together is travel. We 
enjoy the planning and 
anticipation of going 
somewhere fun and 
enjoying our time together. 
A few bigger trips we have 
taken were going to Disney 
World, Mexico, and Aruba. 
We also enjoy smaller 
trips that are just a couple 
hours away from home for 
weekend getaways. During 
the fall we enjoy going 
to the local high school 
football games with family. 
In September/October we 
always participate in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
in memory of Kayla’s mom. 
We do a t-shirt fundraiser 
and invite all our friends 
and family to raise money 
and to remember her. 

living life to
its fullest!



I am looking forward to that indescribable 
love a parent has for a child. I will love them 
so deeply and profoundly. As a mother I 
will rejoice when they rejoice, ache when 
they ache, feel what they feel. I am looking 
forward to creating memories with them 
every day. I’m so excited to pass down the 
importance of family and making memories 
that include our extended families.

- KAYLA 

I desperately want to teach my child 
everything I know. It would be a fun and 
challenging experience teaching my love 
for math, sports, and video games. Just to 
allow them to be successful at whatever 
they chose to love to do and supporting 
them fully to achieve goals that we will set 
together. This is what I value and would be 
what I look forward to most each day.

- DEREK 



We live in a ranch-style home with three bedrooms and two bathrooms. We have a finished 
basement with an open floor plan waiting for a child to run and play in. We have a very large 
backyard that opens to a field. Our neighborhood is safe, friendly, and diverse. We enjoy 
hosting family and friends at our house. We enjoy grilling and cooking for our guests and 
enjoying time together. Our house would not be home though if we didn’t have our two pets. 
They bring so much life to our home!

our home

A HOME

FULL OF

LAUGHTER

AND LOVE.



Our town is the perfect sized community, big enough to offer the amenities for families, but 
small enough that we feel connected to our community and know our neighbors. It is an 
extremely diverse town with many different ethnic groups. Our location is great as we have 
many local activities in our town, such as pools, playgrounds, and bowling alley, yet we are 
located only an hour away from the zoo, museums, and science center. 

We have 2 small dogs that we 
absolutely adore. Lacey is a 
12-year-old Pekingese Poodle 
mix, and Ellen is a 3-year-old 
Shih Tzu. They both interact 
well with children. Everyone 
loves to hold Lacey because 
she will let you cradle her like 
a baby!

MEET OUR PUPS!

community



our support
EXTENDED FAMILY

KAYLA’S SIDE

My dad’s name is Daryl, and my mom’s name 
is Cindy. She passed away in 2017. I have two 
siblings. Katie is married to James, and they have 
two kids - Mallory (15) and Molly (11). James was 
actually adopted himself! My brother’s name is 
Kevin, and he has two kids as well - Graeden (9) 
and Garrett (4).

DEREK’S SIDE

My dad’s name is Frank, and my mom is Gail. My 
dad has remarried, and my stepmom’s name is 
Diane. I have one sister named Blake, and she is 
married to Justin. They have 4 sons - Zayden (8), 
Taydem (6), Jaysen (2), and Tucker (1).



All of Kayla’s family lives nearby. We see my dad and sister and her family a couple of times 
a week. We see my brother and his boys about once a month. They are all beyond excited to 
have a little one in the family to hold and snuggle and to watch grow up. We see Derek’s mom 
once a month. She is very excited to have a grandchild that will live close to her. My dad lives 
in Georgia, and my sister lives in South Carolina, so we see them about once or twice a year. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH

The fundamental base of Christianity is to be like Jesus. Jesus teaches us that it is our 
responsibility to serve our community the same way that He served others during his time 
on earth. Generosity is the core Christian value of being kind and selfless. We will do this 
by giving to people in need monetarily and with our time. We will teach our child integrity. 
When a child knows the meaning of integrity, they will always know the right thing to 
do. Our child will know that even if people don’t see their deeds or misdeeds, God does. 
Kindness is also something that we want to instill in our child.  We will follow the golden 
rule in our household by treating everyone as we would want to be treated, despite any 
differences others may have.  



THE FUTURE

We will stay in our current town for 
our entire lives. With most of our 
family living in our same town, we 
see no reason to ever leave. We hope 
to move to a larger home someday 
in the future as our family grows. 
Traveling as a family is something 
we look forward to the most. We 
can’t wait to experience new things 
while creating memories together. 
We absolutely hope to continue 
growing our family. We would love 
to give our child at least one sibling. 

EDUCATION

We intend to send our child to 
Catholic school and then transition 
them to public once in 7th grade. 
We feel this is the perfect mix. In 
their early years, they will have 
the opportunities to learn Christian 
values and practice them in their 
daily lives. We plan to send our 
children to college if that is what 
they desire. If they decide college 
isn’t for them, then we will discuss 
other alternatives to make sure they 
are comfortable in their decision 
and prepared for the future. Their 
happiness will always be at the 
forefront.



beforeyou go...
A FINAL NOTE:

We cannot express our 
gratitude enough for taking the 
time to hear more about our 
story and passion to become 
parents.  We can only imagine 
how difficult this decision is for 
you. Your child will always know 
of this brave decision you are 
making. Out of appreciation 
for you giving us the most 
precious gift, we feel that you 
deserve to take the lead on the 
level of openness you desire. 
Follow your heart, and you will 
make the right choice. 

WITH LOVE,

Derek & Kayla
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