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SO NICE TO “MEET” YOU

hello
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As an expectant mom thinking about how to best raise your little one, we are so 

honored that you’ve decided to take a moment to learn more about us and about how 

we might be able to support your baby’s journey through life. But, let’s be real: this is 

a really hard way for you to get to know us.  In these pages we’ve done our best to 
give you an honest glimpse into our lives, our values, our very selves in an effort 
to help you determine whether we’re the right fit for you and your baby. 

We’ve built our life together over the last sixteen years; married, for thirteen of those. 

Both of us are deeply connected to our community, which is a large, rapidly growing 

midwestern city.  Jason is 45 years old. He is a lawyer by education, but now works as 

the president of our city’s downtown advocacy organization. Rachel is 40. She is a civil 

rights lawyer and the founder of a local non-profit, who has dedicated her career to 

working for survivors of domestic abuse, sexual assault, and human trafficking. We’ve 

been eager to expand our family since we felt fully settled into our marriage, secure in 

our work, and established in our community about ten years ago.

From the early days of our relationship (and long before we encountered our fertility 

challenges), we centered our discussion on adoption as we contemplated our future 

lives as parents. Through our community-focused work, we have both witnessed the 

extraordinary challenges of giving birth and raising children under the most challenging 

circumstances, often beyond a parent’s control. We’ve also come to understand how 

our own upbringings and achievements are rooted in privileges that far too many do 

not (but all deserve to) have.  So adoption for us is an opportunity to connect those 

two lessons. We believe wholeheartedly that “it takes a village” to raise a child. 
We view adoption as a collective effort to support the long-term well-being of 
a child–we’re two members of this little one’s ever-expanding team of love. Our 

contribution would be to provide them the safety, security, love, and support we all 

know every child deserves. 

Thank you for picking up this book and turning the pages. Thank you for considering 

us as you build your little one’s village. It would be our greatest honor to share our lives 

with your baby.

Rachel and Jason
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commitment to 
learning from 
each other.

OUR GREATEST STRENGTH 
AS A COUPLE IS OUR:
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our story
We first met in 2004 in Minneapolis, Minnesota through a mutual friend who invited 

us to play on a softball team. We both have very distinct memories of that first 

moment we saw each other, but our romantic relationship was a slow simmer. We 

went on a series of casual dates for about a year and half. When Rachel decided 

to move to attend law school, we decided we couldn’t be without each other and 

committed to making it work. We embarked on a long-distance relationship, with 

Jason driving over eight hours almost every other weekend to visit Rachel. After 

about a year, Jason hit a crossroads in his career which required him to choose 

Rachel or The Job. He (wisely!) chose Rachel. We started building this beautiful 
life together and were married on New Years Eve, 2008. 

Our greatest strength as a couple is our commitment to learning from each 

other. We both value our own and each others’ individuality: we view our 
relationship as an equal partnership with both of us invested in supporting 
the other.  There is no doubt, we are both better, stronger individuals because of 

our relationship. On a typical weekend, you’d likely find us relaxing and exercising, 

working around the house, spending time with friends and family, and eating 

pancakes. We ALWAYS make time for breakfast at the Original Pancake House 

together every weekend, no matter what is happening in the world. Traveling the 

world is very important to us.  We try to visit as many places as we can in a year, 

and the yearly highlight is always our trip up to Mackinac Island. We’re thrilled to 

welcome a baby into our family and take them on all of our adventures. We’ve 

worked hard over the years to cultivate a close-knit community of dear friends, 

family, and mentors.  We know that our child–and we, as parents – will be loved 
and supported by so many. 
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Since our earliest conversations about our future together, we have long contemplated 
adoption as a way to grow our family, while also hoping to raise a biological child as 
well. Our infertility journey was painful, stressful, and frustrating. As we thought about 
our options, we had a moment of clarity, realizing that in the midst of that struggle, we 
had lost sight of the adoption path to parenting. Once we re-centered our discussion 
on adoption, the decision to step off the fertility path was easy for us. We are certain 
that adoption is the right way for us to grow our family.

Our dream for this baby is that they grow into a curious, confident, kind, and 
fulfilled human. We want this baby to know that they are loved and supported by many. 
We want to raise a child who feels safe exploring their imagination, individuality, culture, 
interests, and emotions. We will always strive to provide compassion, independence, 
stability, love, access to diversity, safety, and openness about how we became a family.

why we are 
adopting
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I grew up in Madison, Wisconsin with my parents and younger brother. My parents are coming 

up on 50 years of marriage, and I feel fortunate to have them as an example of enduring love. 

I earned my bachelor’s degree in English, but everyone who knew me always said that I’d 

make a good lawyer someday. After graduation, through my work experience with abused and 

neglected preschoolers, I learned that  there are too many people who do not have access 

to the legal advocacy they need. I finally pursued law school, wanting to advocate for the 

voiceless within our justice system. I’m proud of many things in my career, including co-
founding a nonprofit that makes it easier for survivors of domestic abuse and sexual 
assault to get connected with local support. I am also the Senior Managing Attorney at a law 

firm that specializes in representing survivors who need help enforcing their rights. I oversee 

a team of lawyers, teach college and law students, and train other attorneys and professionals. 

Through my work with survivors, I’ve had the honor of learning from their experiences, their 

courage, and their openness and vulnerability. I’m motivated by them every day.

Home improvement projects • Spending time with Jason and the pups

Traveling • Running and swimming • Reading

Favorite Memory:
Standing on the Cliffs of 

Maher in Ireland overlooking 

the ocean, holding Jason’s 

hand tightly with the wind and 

rain pummeling us

I’m Inspired By:
Anyone working to fix the  

injustices of our justice system

Friends Describe Me As: 
Thoughtful, reflective, and 

empathetic

meet 
rachel

FIVE THINGS RACHEL LOVES:
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I am grateful to have employment that prioritizes family caregiving, with generous leave 

time and flexible hours. I primarily work from home, so once I’m back to work, I’ll still have 

lots of flexibility with a baby at home. I want to be a parent because I want to experience 

the  special connection, wonder, and love of raising a child. I want to help raise the next 
generation of humans who will hopefully treat this world and all its occupants with 
more care. I want my future child to feel all the love I have to offer.
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I grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota with my parents and sister. In college, I earned a degree in 

political science, and after working a short time for political campaigns, I served as a Peace Corps 

volunteer in Niger, West Africa. Returning home, I went to law school and began a short career 

providing legal counsel for politicians. But while in the Peace Corps, I experienced the power 

of hospitality through good friends I made in Niger and I felt inspired to switch to a career in 

hotels.  I started as a bellperson and worked many different positions, eventually moving up and 

accepting a job as General Manager.  I am now the President of a large non-profit organization 

working to build a vibrant, equitable, and welcoming downtown. I truly love my job.  The position 

allows me to help build a strong, more inclusive downtown where people from different walks 

of life can connect, build relationships, and create lasting memories. All my passions revolve 
around being with people. One of my greatest joys is connecting different people; trying 
to create relationships between people who would normally never meet. 

Traveling and seeing new parts of the world • Running, especially in new cities • Reading

Seeing every college basketball team in America, a life-long goal!

Enjoying time with friends and family

Favorite Book:
The Stranger by Albert Camus

I’m Inspired By:
Rachel

Friends Describe Me As: 
Wonderfully energeticmeet 

jason

FIVE THINGS JASON LOVES:
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I want to be a dad because I feel like I have more to give to the world.  Helping raise a 
child, bringing up someone in a loving and caring environment, and being there 
for them unconditionally is the ultimate fulfilling responsibility. I have waited my 

whole life to have the amazing opportunity to be a dad and nurture a child.
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rachel 
IN JASON’S WORDS

“Rachel is an amazingly caring person. She deeply, honestly, and creatively cares for 

the wellbeing of all those around her.  This care means anyone in her life is a better 

person thanks to her presence.”
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jason IN RACHEL’S WORDS
“Jason’s positive enthusiasm and boundless energy inspire everyone around him to find 

the good in every moment. There are so many times when I watch Jason and think, “He 

is meant to be a dad.” These times include when he’s constructing a really awesome 

Lego creation; when I wait in the car as he hops out of the driver’s seat to quickly toss 

the football a couple of times with the neighbor kids; when he patiently rakes with the 

little boy next door as he answers endless questions; and when he dances and sings like 

a total goofball just to hear his goddaughter laugh hysterically”. 
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We live in Wisconsin in an old, established neighborhood within a large city/metro area. Our 

home is a two-story, three bedroom, one-and-a-half-bath colonial house built in 1941 in a 

lovely neighborhood near schools, shops, parks, a lake, and a pool.  We have a large yard with 

a fire pit and several old, huge oak trees. The sunroom is our favorite place to spend our time, 

usually reading and watching tv together. Our home is filled with natural sunlight and is a 
place we have worked hard to make welcoming and inviting for all. 

Our neighborhood and city have excellent resources. We get along well with all of our 

neighbors and have built a tight support system here.  We take care of each other, help each 
other shovel and rake, and enjoy block parties and holiday events. (Trick-or-Treating is 
a big deal in our neighborhood). There are lots of kids and dogs in the neighborhood too. 

We live blocks from both an elementary school and a middle school, with several parks with 

playgrounds, basketball courts, tennis courts, a skating rink, and ball fields. We live just off of a 

bike path, which can take us anywhere in the city. (Jason commutes to work on it almost every 

day!) So we regularly ride our bikes to the farmers market, restaurants, friends’ houses, parks, 

the swimming pool, and the grocery store.

our home
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MEET MILLIE + STUART!

We have two small miniature poodles. Millie is 

five years old and is very sweet. She is a laid-back 

dog who gets along great with kids. Stuart is a 

young, energetic puppy and is very charming.  

He has already shown great patience with kids.  

We love them both so much.
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our families
JASON’S FAMILY: 
We are very close with my family.  I am 

closest with my mother and have always 

had a loving relationship with everyone.  My 

sister does not have any children, and will 

be a wonderful aunt. She is a true caregiver 

at heart. My family all live about four hours 

from us. They, along with a few aunts, uncles, 

and cousins, will be deeply involved in the 

baby’s life.  As the first grandchild, there will 

be a lot of love to share.  We see my family 

every few months and talk with my parents 

on the phone or FaceTime every week.  We 

love spending time together, eating meals, 

finishing crosswords and watching tv.
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RACHEL’S FAMILY:
We are also very close with my immediate family, 

who all live nearby. We get together with them 

for a meal about once a week and I talk to them 

every day on the phone. My brother does not 

have children due to his physical disability, so 

the family is extra excited about welcoming a 

little one into our family through adoption. My 

extended family on both sides are also in town. 

There are lots of kids in my extended family, 

ranging from two years old to 17 years old. When 

we told the extended fam about our decision 

to adopt, everyone was jumping up and down, 

hugging, and crying with excitement. We’ll 

definitely never have trouble finding someone 

in the family to babysit!
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our friends and 
community

We have also worked hard to develop a strong network of “chosen” family here in our 

community.  We see our close friends all the time and are all deeply engaged in each 
others’ lives. Many of our friends’ children even call us Uncle Jason and Aunt Rachel! In 

fact, we are godparents and guardians to two awesome kiddos who we adore.
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“Like us, our children consider them family 

and will always include Rachel and Jason in a 

description of their community constellation.” 

(Amber and Drew, friends)

“Rachel and Jason are friends who we 

enjoy spending time with; share a love 

for life and the lives of others; are patient 

and enthusiastic with children in their daily 

lives; and have the support of friends, 

family, and each other to be excellent 

parents.” (Angela and Andrew, neighbors)

“These two are primed to be parents, and we 

hope so much that their dream to do so will be 

realized. ... Evan and I have such respect for 

their marriage, and for both of them as people, 

and we cannot wait to swap parenting stories 

with them.” (Elizabeth and Evan, friends)



20in our family...
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we laugh a lot.

we use our privileges in service to our community and in 
support of those who are oppressed.

we value learning about different places, people, things, 
and belief-systems.

we are honest with ourselves and each other. 

we spend time together.

we love a spur-of-the-moment family dance party.
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thank you for 
considerng us!
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We want to reiterate just how much we appreciate you taking this time to review our profile book. 

As we’ve worked on ours, we tried to imagine what it would feel like as an expectant mother 

receiving a stack of profile books, looking at page after page of well-meaning prospective parents, 

trying to decipher from a picture and a few words who might be the match for your baby. To us, 

taking on that task in and of itself reflects a remarkable act of love. 

If you were to choose us as adoptive parents, we will reflect our unconditional love by:

• Making sure this child knows, always and forever, that they are loved and supported by many–

even when they make mistakes or fail.

• Teaching this child that unconditional love can co-exist with boundaries, rules, and expectations. 

• Providing this child with the safety and security they need to play, dream, grow, and learn.

• Encouraging this child to explore their imagination, their individuality, their culture, their

interests, their emotions, and the world around them.

• Nurturing meaningful relationships that are generationally, culturally, and spiritually diverse.

• Being open and honest in how we talk about our family, ourselves, our beliefs, and our

community.

• Offering protection and advocacy whenever this child needs our help.

• Doing everything in our power to raise a baby who grows into an inquisitive, kind, confident,
giving, respectful and fulfilled human.

• Working together with this baby’s birth family to establish desires, expectations, and boundaries 

within this unique relationship, with the understanding that these needs may change over time

as we all do our best to ensure a healthy and successful relationship.

We are so very eager to dedicate our unwavering love to a child! We hope our lives and our vision 

for parenting through adoption resonate with you.  And we are hopeful that this will become the 

first of many big steps down this parenting path together. But whether or not you invite us to help 

raise your baby,  just know that we deeply and sincerely appreciate the heavy thought and work 

you’re putting into making this decision. 

Rachel and Jason

YOU GO...before


