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Hello! It’s Nice to Meet You.  

Thank you for taking the time to get to know us. We imagine this 

must be a difficult time for you, and we are sending you strength 

and peace. We have gone through our own journeys and though 

likely different than yours, we hope our paths may come to the 

same crossing. If you select us, we will always honor your brave 

choice, and you will forever be loved, honored and respected in our 

home. We promise to love your child fully, support them in 

achieving their dreams and help them live life to their fullest 

potential so that they can leave the mark they are destined to leave 

in this world. We hope you feel an increasing sense of calm and 

hopefulness as your journey progresses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Us 
 

 We love animals, especially our cat, Winnie. We rescued her about 5 
years ago from a neglectful situation. At first she was timid and 
untrusting, but through the years she has learned to feel safe and 
comfortable! Michelle has a gift of taming wild cats from growing up 

on her childhood farm, and with Dan, Winnie 
always knows how loved she is – he never fails to 
pick her up every day and give her lots of kisses. 
Winnie likes to express affection by giving little 
licks on our nose or feet.  

 
 

We love hiking! Sometimes our hikes are leisurely, and 

sometimes they’re all about stamina – once we hiked up to over 

10,000 feet. It felt like we could touch the clouds and was great 

exercise! We brought a simple picnic with us, and 

stopped along the way to enjoy.  That’s when we 

gathered up materials to create what looked like a huge 

spider, then left it on a rock for other hikers to enjoy!  

Your child will live an active lifestyle and enjoy using 

their imagination out in nature. 

 

 

Going on road trips in our RV is one of our favorite things 

to do together. We especially love seeing historical or 

spiritual sites.  A recent trip took us to a beautiful 

waterfall.  As we were enjoying the view, we read the 

history on a plaque nearby. That’s when we 

discovered that we were standing on sacred grounds 

as the Native Americans have been coming there for 

years for rituals and ceremonies, and still do to this 

day.  What an honor for us to be there! It was so serene 

and we felt grateful to be a part of such a special place. 

 



About Michelle 
Michelle has loved baking/cooking since she was a child. 

She likes to show others’ gifts and passions in cakes 

she bakes for them to make them feel special! Once, 

Michelle created a birthday cake of Dan sitting in a 

canoe, symbolizing his love for water sports. The cake 

was homemade chocolate, and she designed the canoe 

herself out of edible dough. When Michelle asked Dan 

what he would like his boat sail to say, and he replied 

“Forward.”  

 

 

 

 

 Michelle is very creative!  Some of her creations include 

painted stones and journals, designed to help uplift and support 

others, and to bring herself peace and calm. Just the other day, 

Dan’s Aunt Debbie requested a painted stone that says “Peace” 

to help cultivate more peace in her life. Michelle painted the 

stone using pink and yellow colors because she thought those 

two colors look pretty together. She was happy with her 

stone creation!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Michelle has a passion for helping others. One year, 

she traveled to Africa to help build a school so the 

children in Kenya could receive a proper education. She 

helped paint the new school and spend time with the 

children. She loved how sweet the children were there– 

they came running in groups to hold her hand.  Your 

child will grow up learning about other cultures and 

helping people in need. 



About Dan 
 

Dan loves the ocean so surfing has been a favorite hobby of 

his since he was a child. We joke that if he could live in the 

water as a male mermaid, he would! If there is a nearby 

lake or beach, he would likely be in it. Dan is also a very 

strong swimmer - a few years ago he saved a man in the 

ocean who was struggling to stay afloat! Dan observed 

from the shore that the man needed help, so he didn’t 

hesitate to swim out to him and help bring him to safety in 

the same way lifeguards do.  The man was so grateful. Your 

child will grow up enjoying the water and being active. 

 

 

 

Dan is drawn to children. Even on our first date, Michelle noticed 

that Dan’s attention went to any kids in the vicinity, he watched 

them and brought a smile to his face. He is natural with children 

as he is playful, makes them laugh and feel comfortable almost 

instantly. Recently we went on a walk with some friends and their 9 

year old girl, Quincy.  She felt so comfortable with Dan that she 

asked if he would hold her hand while on the walk.  Of course, he 

happily did and it made his day! 

 

 

 

Dan has a passion for our great country, upholding its values and 

supporting those who have served in the military. He woke up 

Saturday mornings at 4 AM for military duty once per month for 

many years. He served for 8 years in the Navy as a sailor and the 

Army thereafter as a reserve Officer. Though he was never in 

combat, he worked his way up to Captain! Because Dan wanted to 

spend more time with Michelle and family, he opted to leave the 

military but continue serving veterans daily.  

 



The Story of Us 
Before we met, Dan used to sit on his surfboard in the ocean, look at 

the sunset and pray for a farm girl from the Midwest to start a 

family with who was genuine, had good values and a strong work 

ethic. And then a farmer’s daughter (Michelle) came along! We 

met at a restaurant for our first date. It could have been quite 

awkward as we were both a bit shy and there were people 

everywhere. Thankfully instead, we both felt so comfortable and as if 

we have known each other our whole lives. We laughed until we had 

tears coming out of our eyes when we discovered that somehow we 

were wearing the exact same outfit, down to a safari pocket on the 

sleeve of our shirts!  
 

 

Dan was raised on a small ranch, and Michelle was 

raised on a large farm so we have a lot in common. 

Michelle has a green thumb when it comes to planting 

and harvesting garden vegetables, and even entered 

some of her produce and farm animals in contests.  

Our goal is to create a small ranch with open space 

for animals and a large vegetable garden sometime 

within the next few years.  

 

 

 

We tried starting a family, but we spent 6 years 

navigating the medical world of infertility. Through 

many ups and downs, we supported each other and 

never lost sight of our dream to have children. 

Adoption is a part of our family.  Dan’s grandfather 

was adopted, his sister was adopted as an infant, and 

Michelle’s sister placed her child for adoption as an 

infant.  These experiences demonstrated to us that 

Love that makes a family. We also know through their 

experience that positive, open dialogue surrounding 

adoption is important, and that it's also important for 

a child to know where they came from. We look 

forward to sharing this journey with you. 



Welcome to Our Home 

& Neighborhood 
We live in a small coastal town, with large cities within a 20-30 

minute drive. We have a lot of growing families on our block 

with little kids that we have gotten to know. There is a fun area 

just steps from our home where 

children in the neighborhood 

gather for birthday parties. We 

love to watch the children play and 

greet the new babies in strollers as 

the parents come down the street.  

Your child will have a safe place to 

play, while also being close to 

cities with rich culture and 

diversity.  

 

 

  Our home is a short walk away from beautiful ocean 

beaches! There is endless play at the beach for children, but 

even for adults! The other day, Dan asked Michelle to close 

her eyes while he found something mysterious in the sand 

and wanted her to guess what it was; with her eyes closed, 

she felt the object and correctly guessed that it was a dried 

up piece of seaweed. We took turns with this guessing game 

and had so many laughs!  

 

 

 

Every year, people come far and wide for our small town holiday events 

and unique recreational activities for children that happen various parts of 

the year.  Because our community is full of young, growing families, this is 

always a fun time to connect with neighbors 

and friends. One year we attended our town 

parade with our neighbors and their 

daughter, Bianca. She couldn’t stop smiling 

at her animal balloon!  



Time at the Cabin 
We love going to our “cabin” for the beauty of mountains, lakes, pine trees and recreation. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Summer months bring swimming! Last 

summer we rode our bikes to the lake, 

jumped in for a refreshing swim, followed 

by a delicious picnic, then rode our bikes 

back home. What a fun way to spend our 

days!  

Winter months are all about the 

snow! Even adults go sledding with 

the other kids. One year we took an 

unexpected drive to the mountain to 

see snow, but we were without a sled. 

Dan had an idea to convert our mat 

into a sled. Our nephew Blake was 

thrilled and enjoyed a great day of 

sledding! Your child will grow up 

playing in the snow.  

One of our favorite things to do is go to 

the orchard and pick fruit like apples, 

plums and pears… one year we pitted 

about 100 plums together and made 

some delicious homemade pies!  

 



Meet Our Family 
If you choose us, your child will be loved by 6 

grandparents, 20 uncles, 14 aunts, 20 cousins.  

Our family loves to play together! Once we created a game with our 

niece Hattie and nephew Charlie; who could run and tag us first? The 

game had us laughing and them running up and down the hallway in 

delight! 

 

 

 

We are proud of the diversity in our family.  Dan and his 

family are Hawaiian, our cousin’s wife is Korean and Dan’s 

step-mom and his adopted sister are from Guatemala. We 

enjoy hearing about their backgrounds and the similarities 

and differences we have. Once we all lined up in the 

backyard while Dan’s mom played the ukulele and showed 

us how to dance the Hawaiian hula.  Our neighbor 

complimented our dance moves!  Incorporating new 

cultural traditions into our family is the norm for us. Your 

child’s background will be celebrated. 

 

 

 

Our family is very affectionate! We give each other hugs and gives kisses 

when we say hello, goodbye, and even when we say goodnight and good 

morning! Recently after a visit with Dan’s parents, we all hugged inside the 

house, but then we hugged again outside right before we left, even though 

we know we will see each other again very soon. Times like that are the norm! 

To us it’s important to always express love and affection to one another. There 

is no shortage of saying “I love you” in our family!  

  

 



Our Family Traditions 
For Halloween, we are passionate about making 

sure children have fun. Every year we get dressed 

up in a costume and play spooky Halloween music 

out our windows to provide the children in the 

neighborhood a good time.  One year, we 

transformed our parents’ barn to a haunted 

house using props from their ranch and invited 

our nieces and nephews over. The children all 

giggled and screamed in delight from the 

haunted house tour! Everyone in the family wore costumes, even 

the adults - it was such a spooktacular event! Your child will have loving extended family 

around them for holidays, ensuring wonderful experiences and memories! 

 

We always have diverse foods at our family gatherings. Our sister-in-

law Kasia is from Poland, and we have incorporated her traditions in 

our celebrations, like making home-made dumpling soup. We were all 

interested in her stories of how she ate this soup growing up every 

Thanksgiving with her family. Michelle makes traditional German food 

called Knoeophla to share with the family as well.  Once we all stood 

together and cut the dough with a scissors until we had a whole pot 

full of goodness! It was delicious and as we enjoyed the dish together, 

Michelle told stories about her family heritage to bring the dish to life. 

We would love to learn about your family traditions so we can incorporate them in our gatherings for 

your child! 

 

 

After we eat an early holiday meal together, we 

create activities that we can all do together as a 

family. Last year we all built a snowman and it 

brought out the child in all of us!  We had fun 

making his hat out of construction paper and tape, 

and a scarf out of a leafy branch from the 

backyard. Working together on our creation 

bonded us with another unforgettable memory.  

Our neighbors were so impressed that they came 

out in the chilly weather to marvel at our creation 

and take a photo for us!  



Weekdays 
 Dan works from home with a flexible schedule. This would make him 

able to be present and available to play with your child and 

take care of their every need. Dan is a self-made 

entrepreneur, starting his own brokerage from the 

ground up. He believes in giving back, especially to 

those who have served in the military. His day-to-

day career reflects his respect and support for those 

who have served. His main focus is helping veterans 

find a home to call their own.  

 

 

 

Michelle also works from home with a flexible schedule, enabling 

her to attend appointments, school, and sporting events with your 

child. Michelle is in the helping profession – she has a degree in  

psychology and teaches couples how to communicate effectively 

and resolve conflicts.  Michelle is passionate about helping couples 

provide a safe, peaceful and loving home for their children.  Your 

child will grow up seeing healthy ways for adults to work through 

any challenges that arise. 

 

 

 

We value our time spent together and believe in the importance of 

work-life balance. Working from home with flexible schedules allows us 

to have all of our home-cooked meals together at the table each day. 

One time Michelle surprised Dan with pancakes for breakfast that 

looked like a rabbit, with whipped cream for its tail! Her creation was 

inspired by the Easter holiday that was ahead. Dan said it was delicious 

and fun, and a way for Michelle to express her creativity 

through her cooking. Your child will grow up with 

pleasant, fun surprises to brighten their day, even 

during meals! 

 

 



Thank You 
We are so appreciative and honored that you took the time to get to know 

us and are considering us as adoptive parents for your child.  We know 

choosing parents for your child is an important decision. Please know that if 

you choose us, we will always be open with your child about how much you 

love them. We look forward to sharing updates and photos with you if 

that is something you are comfortable with. We honor your strong heart 

and care for your child. We send lots of love. 
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