
 ERICA & BRIAN
We love to go on adventures, but we don’t take ourselves too seriously!



HELLO,  
IT'S WONDERFUL TO MEET YOU 

Thank you so much for allowing us to share a little bit about ourselves with you. We won’t pretend to know 
your feelings or expectations but as we share this snapshot into our lives, we hope you feel our 
compassion, warmth, and empathy. Should you find us to be the right fit as adoptive parents for your child, 
we promise to instill the magnitude of love you have for them, to infinity. We promise to show them the 
world, in all its facets. We promise to nurture and promote their sense of identity and guide them through 
challenges while allowing them to make their own mistakes. We promise to be their biggest advocate. 

We hope you feel an increasing sense of calm and hopefulness as your journey progresses. Thank you for 
the opportunity to share who we are. 



WHO WE ARE 
 
We are experience-driven people, always optimizing 
to explore and discover. One way we bring this to life 
is through our "10-point rating scale”.  We often use it 
to make decisions, from what we are eating for dinner, 
to whether or not we should move to a new city. Each 
person rates their interest level; A 10 is a “must-do”, a 
5 is “on-the-fence”, and a 0 is  “would really rather 
not”. If our combined scores equal 10 or more for 
anything, we do it. The rating requires total honesty 
and openness. A couple of summers ago, Erica rated 
“horseback riding at a ranch” an 8. Even though Brian was a 2, our combined score was 10; so we went. By 
the end of the day, Brian had a great time, and we’ve gone riding a few times since. By pushing each other 
to try new things, we get to participate in more of what this world has to offer. 

We love spending time outdoors and are lucky to live in a place 
surrounded by natural beauty. Every year on Canada Day (Erica 
is originally from Canada), we listen to an all Canadian musical 
artist playlist, and go on a “Canada Day hike”. One of our favorite 
hikes was with Erica’s best friend since high school, Terrence, 
when we explored a state park, and came across a gorgeous 
waterfall. The three of us found a path and climbed behind the 
waterfall for a spectacular view. Growing up, your child would 
always have the opportunity to explore the wilderness (and for 
better or worse, have an appreciation for Canadian musicians).   

 

We love to travel and capture the beauty of the world around us. 
One way we ensure we are taking everything in and preserving 
our memories is through photography. Every new place we go, 
we have a friendly competition to see who can capture the best 
shot. On our trip to Argentina we captured the vibrant 
streets of Buenos Aires and the unmatched beauty of the 
Patagonia mountains. In Japan, we took photos of how daily 
life seamlessly mixed in with local temples and shrines. 
Travel photography has led us to start taking more family 
photos too. Growing up, your child's milestones and 
everyday experiences would be captured. 



ABOUT ERICA 
Erica grew up in Montreal, a multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual city. Through this experience, Erica 
learned that culture is much more than what is visible 
on the surface. Erica grew up with French-speaking 
friends that went to the same college, played on the 
same sports teams, and went to the same restaurants, 
but spoke a different language and had completely 
different cultural backgrounds and references. One time Erica made a Star Wars joke that fell completely 
flat with her French-Canadian friends who had never watched the film. Your child would be raised by a 
mother who understands that culture is multifaceted and not always obvious at surface level. We would 
work hard to ensure your child feels connected to and understands the culture they come from.  

Playing team sports, especially soccer, has always been an 
important part of Erica’s life. Since Erica was seven years old, she 
has played soccer to stay fit, have fun, and connect with others. 
Erica recently joined a recreational futsal team with friends and co-
workers called the Socc’a Quokka’s. Historically, Erica has been a 
strong player, but this particular team was made up of ex-
professional and D1 college players, leaving Erica by far the worst 
on the team. Nevertheless, it was so much fun to play and learn 
from such skilled athletes. Your child would grow up knowing It’s 
OK to not always be the best in everything they do, the point is to 
get out there and have fun.   

Erica’s first love is dance. Since she could 
walk, she’s danced, and through her 20s, 
she was part of a competitive hip hop 
dance crew. Her crowning achievement 
in dance over the past few years was 
choreographing a routine for one of her 
best friends' wedding, set to Lizzo’s song 
“Juice”. Erica, the bride, and a 
bridesmaid practiced for weeks and 
surprised the guests when they broke 
out into their moves at the reception. 
Your child would grow up in a house 
full of dance and music and would be 
encouraged to find the right creative 
outlet for them.  



ABOUT BRIAN 
Brian is always looking for ways to maximize the 
fun in whatever we are doing - whether with 
friends, family, as a former camp counselor, or with 
his relationships from the  “big brother” program. 
As a prime example, in a two-day relay race we ran 
a few summers ago, Brian completed his final leg 
in full costume, taming an inflatable t-rex the 
whole way. Should you choose us, your child 
would have a father that looks to maximize the fun in everyday life. 

For Brian, art is a creative outlet and hobby that he loves to share. 
Always artistic growing up, he is currently working on a Portland 
Timbers, Timbers Army-themed painting for friends who have taken us 
to a number of Portland soccer matches over the years. He has made 
music videos of friends’ dance routines, and hosts “art nights” with 
group activities around specific themes. Our most recent art night had 
individuals provide funny, made-up movie title prompts. Each person was 
assigned a movie, to then draw the respective movie poster. In the end, 
everyone presented their movie posters with an accompanied “trailer”, 
describing what the movie was about.   

Some of Brian’s favorite memories 
growing up were going to baseball and football games with his dad. 
These traditions continue, and almost every weekend in the fall or 
summer, there’s a game on in our house in the background. Every 
Sunday after the football game, Brian calls his dad to talk sports, 
debating the likelihood of the Cleveland Browns ever truly being able 
to turn it around. Your child will spend quality time together with 
family by going to, watching, playing, and bonding over sports 
teams – across multiple generations. 

 



BECOMING A COUPLE 
We met almost eight years ago on a dating app in Chicago. 
On our second date, Brian encouraged Erica to join him and 
his friends on an overnight, 1,000 people+ bicycle ride, all 
over Chicago, with bicycles decked out in Christmas lights, 
and a party atmosphere. The only problem was, it turned out 
to be an almost 40-mile loop. Even though Erica hadn’t 
ridden a bike in 15 years, she agreed. The date ended with 
our group kayaking in Lake Michigan for sunrise. This is a 
picture from that morning. Even though we were cold, wet, 
and Erica couldn’t move her legs for days afterward, it was 
the most memorable date either one of us had been on. 
Going on spontaneous adventures continues to be a 
recurring theme in our relationship. 
 
 

We love that we have different views of the world that complement 
each other, and we push each other to try new things. For example 
on a recent trip to Argentina, Erica insisted we take a Tango lesson. 
Erica had an image that we would be doing a sultry Tango in a 
vintage dance club, all eyes on us. The reality was the average age 
in the “sultry tango club” was 85, but, those seniors could dance! 
 
 

As we’ve looked to grow our family, fertility 
difficulties have led us to learn more about 
adoption and speak with a number of families 
that have different adoption stories. We’ve 
grown close to one of Erica’s colleagues, and 
friend, who was adopted and has two adopted 
teenage daughters, Sandrine from China, and 
Chloe from Thailand. Over an orange chicken 
dinner Sandrine cooked, they told us their 
personal feelings and experiences being 
adopted. That evening we knew with certainty 
that adoption is the right path for us, and we 
are hopeful to join you on your journey. 



OUR TIME TOGETHER 
Growing up, Erica’s father had a love for motorcycles and her 
parents taught her how to ride a dirt bike in the woods at their 
country cabin. When we moved to the Pacific Northwest, it 
was Erica’s idea to get dirt bikes and introduced Brian to trail 
riding in the National forests near our house. Now a frequent 
weekend activity, the learning process has at times been an 
exercise in overcoming fears. On one of our recent outings, 
Erica’s throttle got stuck and she took a tumble, receiving a 
few deep scrapes (even though we always wear protective 
gear). Brian was there to help her up, give her a hug, and 
encourage her to keep going. Your child would never let the 
fear of a scraped knee, or bruised elbow limit their 
experiences because they will always have someone to help 
pick themselves up and dust themselves off. 

We love live music! In fact, Brian's awareness of the music scene, 
and taking Erica on concert dates was one of the first things that 
attracted Erica to Brian. After the COVID lockdowns, we traveled to 
New Orleans to take in a few live shows. Our favorite show 
happened to be in the middle of the week, when a brass band 
played outside a restaurant, with everyone in a few block radius 
(including us!) dancing in the street, without a care in the world. 
Growing up, your child would have a wealth of inspiration through 
music. 
 

We seek out new cultural experiences whenever we can. 
A couple of years ago we took a trip to Mexico City 
specifically for the Day of the Dead. We wanted to learn 
more about the tradition and really immerse ourselves in 
the experience, learning the customs and attending 
smaller village ceremonies. It’s important to us that your 
child know their cultural heritage, and we would ensure 
they experience the wealth of diverse cultures this world 
has to offer. 



OUR FAMILY 
If you choose us, your child will grow up 
with six loving grandparents, two uncles, 
an aunt, and five cousins. We have a 
blended non-traditional family that is 
filled with love and understanding. 
Erica’s parents divorced when she was 
12, but her family stays connected and 
always comes together to celebrate big 
life events. Erica’s dad and stepdad are 
quite close. They both LOVE to read and every time they are together they take joint trips to their favorite 
bookstore, Powell’s, spending the afternoon book shopping, reading, and sipping coffee.  

Our family has had its share of hardship but always comes 
together to look after one another. As an example, Brian’s older 
brother had sole custody of his young son after a tough 
separation. His brother and nephew moved back home with Brian 
and his family, where they lived and grew up together for a 
couple of years. Referred to as “fun uncle Brian”, Brian cherishes 
a “best uncle” mug, awarded from his oldest nephew. 

 
Humor has always brought our family together. Brian’s 
brothers are some of the funniest people he has ever met and 
are the only people who have ever made Brian laugh so hard he’s 
cried. Erica’s dad is constantly making jokes and loves puns. 
Every so often, he does or says something hilarious and probably 
inappropriate, at formal events like our courthouse wedding. 
Your child would live in a house full of laughter with a family that 
doesn’t take themselves too seriously.  

Growing up, Erica spent a few weeks every summer at her family 
cabin. Now that her mom and stepdad are retired, they spend 
their full summers there. We try and go as often as we can to 
unplug and spend time relaxing with friends and family. It is a child’s 
paradise with swimming, boating, and fishing. Erica’s stepdad 
absolutely loves fishing. As a retired professor, the only thing he 
loves more is teaching someone else to fish, as he’s taught his 
granddaughter. 



OUR TRADITIONS 
Erica’s favorite holidays are Christmas and Easter. Growing up, 
her mom really went all out in making it a special time. On 
Easter, Erica’s mom (aka as the Easter Bunny), would hide 
chocolates all over - inside & outside the house. Similarly, Erica’s 
favorite tradition is setting up a scavenger hunt to find the last 
gift on Christmas morning. Erica has recently instituted this 
tradition, having Brian work through riddles to locate his gifts.  

Brian loves costumes and his favorite holiday is 
Halloween. We go all out decorating the house and host 
pumpkin carving competitions. This past Halloween we 
hosted a murder mystery party. We had 15 people, 
including some of our friends parents, learn their 
characters, dress up and try and solve the mystery. Your 
child would grow up in a home with our own unique spin 
on traditional celebrations. 

 
 

Brian grew up in a Jewish household and continues 
to celebrate the culture through food and family 
gatherings. When visiting family was difficult these 
past few years, family recipes transcended the 
distance and quarantine. Brian’s grandmother's 
recipes live on in our household with her matzo ball 
soup, corned beef, and latkes. We look forward to 
learning about your favorite traditions to include in 
our gatherings for your child.  



WHERE & 
HOW WE 
LIVE  
Our house is on a cul-de-sac in 
one of the best (top 5%) 
elementary school districts in 
Oregon. We chose our home 
particularly because it would be a 
great place to grow our family and raise a child. Our favorite room in the house is our “parlor” room, which 
is really just our family room, but it has a cozy fireplace, the walls are covered in art, and we have big 
leather seats facing each other. It’s a place where we talk through big life decisions, from moving jobs to 
family planning. Your child would grow up in a home where we talk openly about our lives.  

Our house is surrounded by miles of forest trails and it gives us 
the opportunity to connect with nature. Having a Forest Preserve 
in our neighborhood allows us to see local wildlife, watch birds 
from our kitchen window, and breathe deeply. Erica and Brian’s 
friendly “race” competitions have us comparing our personal best 
times, running the trails to and from the park, while sometimes 
catching sight of deer, owls, and rabbits along the way. Your child 
would get to spend every day surrounded by and exploring nature.  

We live in a tight-knit neighborhood, where we have multiple 

block parties, holiday light celebrations, and street events. The first 
year of the pandemic our street got together to come up with a 
plan to make sure the children didn't miss out on trick or treating. 

We ended up closing the street down from traffic to allow for a socially 
distanced costume parade, stopping at tables in front of houses to 
collect candy. Your child would grow up as part of a larger community 
with neighbors, family and friends looking out for each other, as part of 

something larger than themselves. 
 
 
 
 

 



Though our house is surrounded by forest trails, we live 
less than 10 minutes away from the city center. We often 
explore what the city has to offer, and we go to live dance 
and music performances. One of our favorite modern 
dance performances we went to recently was set to the 
music of The Cranberries. It was the first live performance 
we went to see since the start of the pandemic, and it was 
phenomenal. Your child would get the best of both worlds 
by living in a safe neighborhood while still being close to 
all the culture and experiences a diverse city has to offer.  
 

One of the best things about living where we 
do is what we can do within an hour and a half 
drive. The pacific coast is nearby and a few 
times every summer we go to our favorite 
campsite on the beach. We build campfires on 
the sand, cook hot dogs and s'mores, and 
watch the stars over the pacific ocean. We try 
and share these experiences with as many 
people as we can. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the winter, our favorite place is Mount Hood. We 
try and spend as much time as we can skiing and 
snowboarding, catching the views of the Oregon 
countryside from 9,000 feet up. The first time we 
visited the mountain we stayed at the hotel lodge 
where they filmed “The Shining” (it’s way less scary 
in real life). That morning we woke up and got to ski 
above the clouds, an incredible experience we 
would love to share with you child.  



OUR AVERAGE 
WEEK 
 
Every week we spend time together with our 
chosen family. We have a weekly tradition of 
“friend family dinner” with a group of friends 
that gets together on Sundays. We rotate 
houses each week and use it as a time for 
culinary exploration. Brian has a dream of 
making “pretzel spaghetti” one day, making the 
pasta noodles out of pretzel dough and 
replacing the sauce with Nacho Cheese sauce 
(patent and trademark pending). For Erica’s 
birthday dinner our group wore “Canadian 
tuxedos” in tribute to her Canadian roots. We 
know that raising a child takes much more than just two parents, and we have a great support system, 
ready to love and look out for your child. 

 
 
We also ensure we spend some time unplugged. One of our favorite 
traditions is “album night”. One person picks a music album of any 
genre, we learn a brief background on the artist and album before 
listening, phones away, straight through from start to finish. We then 
pick our favorite tracks to re-listen to, looking up the lyrics to learn 
more. Our explorations vary, so as examples, we have had albums 
ranging from Myles Davis, to Billie Eilish, the Beatles, Marvin Gaye and 
Kanye. After the Billie Eilish album night, we introduced Erica’s father 
to Billie’s music, and he has since become a huge fan (a little out of 
character). We are currently trying to find a concert to take him to on 
her tour. 

  
 

We both work at a family-friendly sports company with predictable 
hours. A big part of why we chose to work for this company was due to 
the work-life balance and family-first mentality. Post-COVID we are 
moving to an even more flexible work model with multiple days of the 
week, working from home. One of us will always be available whenever 
your child needs us. 



 

UNTIL WE MEET 
We are grateful that you are considering us as potential adoptive parents for your child. First and foremost, 
know that unconditional love for them and for each other will be the bedrock of our household. We 
acknowledge the uncertainty ahead but are also here to promise to meet that uncertainty with warmth and 
the utmost respect. If we walk this adoption journey together, know that we will be open with your child, 
and will always talk about you with love and affection. If you choose us, we would like to maintain a level of 
openness with you that allows for trust, understanding, and love in your child’s eyes.  

Thank you for considering us, 

 

Brian & Erica 
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