
John + Bethany





It’s so nice to “meet” you!



dear mama,
Thank you for lovingly choosing adoption. We are abundantly grateful for you to read 
more about us. In both of our extended families, you will find us with the kids. Our 
hearts have always been filled with love for children and we would be honored to join 
you in loving this baby.

I, Bethany, was adopted at 4 months old and my nephew also joined our family through 
adoption. Your child would not be alone in adoption in our family. We are so grateful 
for how it has brought all of us together!

We have such deep love and respect for how difficult this selfless decision must be. We 
see how you are making courageous sacrifices, and, if you choose, we would like to 
honor it by loving this sweet child with everything we have. We would tell them how 
much we love them every single day. We would tell them how our family was brought 
together by love-beginning with you.

- John & Bethany



Adoption certainly isn’t a last 
choice for us. My family is a 
two-generation adoption family! I 
was adopted from Korea, and my 
twelve year old nephew joined us 
as an infant by adoption as well! It 
was beautiful and heart breaking 
and joyful and full of grief all at 
the same time. Right after he was 
born, we spent the afternoon with 
his birth mom. More than I had 
even imagined, the experience was 
a beautiful gift from the Lord and 
a difficult, selfless, precious gift 
chosen by her.

I had some health issues over 
the years that makes adoption a 
better fit for us! It was difficult; 
but, ultimately, it strengthened 
my relationship with John, and it 
made clear what is important to 
us. We look forward to growing our 
family through adoption! 

our hearts for adoption

Adoption is such an important part of our lives, 
and we are earger to continue adding to our family’s 

love through adoption.



how our
love began:

We met at a progressive dinner, where 
you go to one house for appetizers, 
then another for the main course, 
then another for dessert. While 
walking to John’s house where he 
was hosting dessert, I realized that 
I forgot to bring ice cream. Instead 
of going ahead to be with his guests, 
John stopped with me at the 7/11, 
and we chatted the whole way. After 
everyone else left, we stood outside 
of John’s house and talked for a long 
while. Our interests were piqued! In 
December, John planned a Christmas 
“group outing” to the National Botanic 
Garden. It turned out to be only John, 
his friend Ben, and me. Ben left after 
the Botanic Garden, and John and I 
got burgers and milkshakes nearby. 
We’ve been inseparable since!

the very beginning...



In preparation for proposing to Bethany, I knew 
I wanted to make it special but unique to her. 
Being a sign language interpreter, the Deaf 
community has been a big part of Bethany’s 
life, with some of her closest friends being 
Deaf or interpreters. With the help of one of 
Bethany’s closest friends, Jeff, I learned how 
to sign my proposal to her.  On the day of the 
proposal, I had planned to go for a run with 
Bethany. Unfortunately, it decided to snow 
that morning. I woke up early, dressed up, and 
went to try to coax Bethany out for a run on our 
favorite route. She wasn’t up for it, so I ended up 
proposing at home, which worked out so well. 
After spending time together that morning, 
we had a celebratory brunch with some of our 
closest family and friends in DC at my brother 
and sister-in-law’s house down the street from 
where Bethany lived.   

the proposal...
We got married on June 21st at an intimate 
wedding (small with our immediate family and 
closest friends). My beloved friend Brooke was 
very sick, so we moved the wedding up a bit, 
and we were so glad that she felt well enough 
to enjoy the day! We got married and had the 
reception at a hotel with stunning views of 
Washington, DC, a city we love. Both sets of 
our parents planned larger celebrations in our 
hometowns of Tennessee and Pennsylvania, so 
it was the best of both worlds! 

tying the knot...

We’ve been
married for 6
years, and it
just keeps
getting
sweeter!



life
is
full
of
fun!

We are fortunate to live in Washington, DC, where there are so many amazing things to do! We enjoy 
the free Smithsonian museums and zoo, festivals, shows at the Kennedy Center, outdoor movies, and 
observing holidays, like the National Christmas Tree, Fourth of July fireworks, and BOO at the Zoo. 
One of our favorite events is when the military bands perform free concerts at the Capitol most 
weeknights in the summer. 

We have very close friends that kindly share their beach house with us several times a year. We 
enjoy a beautiful beach front space, catching the bayside sunset, and reading on the gorgeous porch! 
Sometimes my parents join us too! We look forward to more family vacations there! 

We also love spending time with family! Whether that means hanging out with family here in town or 
traveling to see our parents, time spent with our families is our favorite!



Our family was formed through adoption. It is already 
a key part of who we are. We are honored to pursue 
adoption as we continue to grow our family’s love.



Bethany
Supportive

Passionate

Empathetic

Understanding

MEET:

Bethany is exceptionally caring and thoughtful for those around her. She goes out of her way to make 
sure others are loved, seen, and heard. Having a heart for service without hesitation, she goes above 
and beyond to do something special for her friends and family. I love her persistence and drive, often 
giving her own time and energy, to do something for those that are less fortunate and in need of love. I 
love her because of her love for the Lord, her heart for those around her, and her relentless commitment 
to our marriage. 

Bethany naturally gravitates towards children. Whether it is a baby sitting in front of us at church, 
a kid running around on the beach, or a niece playing with dolls at a family gathering, she always 
has her eyes on the kids. I envision Bethany will be a mother similar to the motherly figures that have 
raised her, through unconditional love, support, and guidance. In the highs and lows of life, her family 
has always been there to support her. Bethany will be a reflection of this to our child’s life through her 
unconditional love.

according to her husband...



I am a sign language interpreter. 
After majoring in ASL in 
college and studying to become 
an interpreter, I have had the 
opportunity to work in the most 
amazing places - the White 
House, Gallaudet University 
for the Deaf, the White House 
Easter Egg Roll, at births, 
weddings, memorial services, 
and most everything in between. 
We are looking forward to using 
some ASL as a family! I am very 
excited that I will only work 
part time and make my own 
schedule. 

my work...
I enjoy being a family 
photographer. I photograph 
newborns and families. It has 
been especially fun to gift our 
friends and family with photo 
sessions. Every year we print 
a yearbook. We hope that you 
and your baby will fill a lot of 
pages with us! We are happy to 
get to share photos with you! 
I also enjoy planning crafts 
and projects with our niec-
es and nephews, knitting hats 
and baby blankets, and being 
involved with our church and 
small group.

my passions...
More than ever before, John and 
I are in the best place to parent 
together. We want to travel and 
see places, volunteer and give 
back, and raise our child in 
our beautiful community. I am 
an adoptee, and I am glad that 
our child and I will have that 
in common! In our family, it is 
something to be celebrated! We 
celebrate my birthday and the 
day that I joined my parents 
and brothers. Likewise, we will 
celebrate you on their birthday 
and adoption day too!

my heart...



John
Dedicated

Compassionate

Optimistic

Loyal

MEET:

John is the kindest, most hardworking, most selfless person I know. He plans ahead to help me with a 
need before I even know it exists. He has a strong but tender humility that is hard to find. He makes 
me laugh so hard, he makes me tear up when he dances with me in the kitchen, he makes me so proud 
as I watch him with our nieces and nephews. I know that God brought John to me because I needed 
him. He is gentle, patient, and full of grace. I hope you can get to know him too.

John LOVES kids! He is hilarious, patient, multitasks well, and he makes it fun for everyone around 
him! I am excited to get to see John coach our child’s team at t-ball or soccer or volleyball. He is an 
amazing coach; somehow he makes everyone feel included and makes physical activity the most fun 
thing! I’m sure he will demonstrate and guide teammates to put in the hard work, be graceful winners 
and losers, communicate well, and have fun! 

according to his wife...



I look forward to loving our 
child unconditionally. I look 
forward to bringing them up in 
the Christian faith so they can 
experience the unconditional 
love of Jesus that I am trying 
to reflect to them in our 
relationship. I look forward 
to teaching them new things, 
growing their passions, and 
supporting them through 
challenges.

my heart...

I’ve been a Physical Therapist for 11 years, 
working in inpatient rehabilitation, treating 
primarily people with neurologic conditions 
including stroke, brain injury, and spinal cord 
injury. My job is no stranger to growing families 
and being flexible to childcare needs.  With the 
generous paid family leave offered in DC and 
the support of my colleagues, we are excited to 
spend a large chunk of time immediately after 
adoption to bond with our child.

my work...
I grew up loving sports, and I played volleyball 
throughout college. I’ve also participated in 
triathlons over the years! I also enjoy the arts. 
I played the viola in an orchestra, participated 
in musicals, and sang in the church choir. Since 
being married, I have grown a passion for cooking 
and gardening. We have a thriving garden in the 
backyard, and it is so fun to use what we grow in 
our meals! I love growing many different fruits 
and veggies.

my passions...



homesweethome
We bought our house in 2016. We have three bedrooms and two and a half bathrooms. We love hosting 
family and friends in our home! We are part of a wonderful community - beautiful, diverse, and such 
amazing people. In the past, we have hosted a monthly Spaghetti and Meatball dinner. Once a quarter 
we have the dinner in American Sign Language with Bethany’s colleagues and friends that are Deaf. 
With our community in mind, we bought a dining table for ten people. And our friends’ kids can sit at 
the kitchen island or in the living room too! We love the smell of spaghetti sauce, the sounds of music 
on the record player, and having our family and friends around the table. 

We hope that our
home is a haven
of comfort and

community. We love
the space that we

have created!



We live in one of the only remaining true neighborhoods in DC. We are on a block that has a mix 
of people that have lived here for many years and are of diverse backgrounds and upbringings. The 
neighborhood has a rich history, made up of mostly black people, with the Frederick Douglass House 
blocks from our home and a number of black and minority-owned businesses including a bookstore, 
art studio, and several restaurants.  Additionally, we have a  park less than a ½ mile from our house 
with a pool, basketball court, bike trail, and even a roller skating rink. Just a few miles from our house 
is the National Mall, which is home to various Smithsonian Museums. Weekday nights during the 
summer, Bethany and I love going down to the west lawn of the Capitol Building to watch a military 
band concert. It’s a well kept secret in DC that is by far one of our favorite things to do together.

our
greatest
support



My parents are Bob and Judy. I have two brothers, Daniel and Joel. Daniel is married to Chase, and 
they have two kids, Macie (16) and Hadley (12). My brother Joel is married to Kim, and they also have 
two children, Sadler (20) and Greyson (12). My nephew Greyson was also adopted. It is such a special 
thing to have in common! Adoption is very much at the center of what makes my family my family. It 
is celebrated! All of my family lives in Tennessee. We love getting together, playing games and making 
projects, and when we get to vacation together!

Bethany’s side...

My parents, Eric and Kathryn, still live in 
Pennsylvania, but often come to DC to visit and 
spend time with their grandchildren. My sister, 
Kristen, and her husband, JT, and son, Jack, live 
just outside of DC. My brother, Scott, and his wife, 
Aryani, and daughters, Talia and Kate, live just 
outside of DC when they’re stateside, as their job 
takes them to different countries. 

John’s side...

our extended family:



“We absolutely love our families. Having nieces and nephews is one of the greatest gifts! 

We try to be very involved in their lives. We see our family nearby often, and we try to get 

together with family out of town as often as we can. Our parents are our biggest supporters. 

Although there is distance between us, we stay close thanks to phone calls, text messages, and 

regular get togethers throughout the year. They can’t wait to welcome another child into our 

family! Because Bethany’s parents adopted her, they have that special perspective having gone 

through this process themselves. They could not be more thrilled!”

Our families are
eagerly awaiting
another little one

to love!



Bethany and I both grew up in 
the church, which had a huge 
impact on our development and 
growth in our lives. One of the 
main values both our parents 
instilled in us was selfless service 
to others directly in the church 
and to those in the community. 
From a young age, my father 
took me volunteering where the 
church supported organizations 
with food and a safe place to 
stay. Bethany’s mom cooks for 
anyone in need, hosts wedding 
and baby showers, and sends 
so many cards to encourage 
church family. Bethany’s dad 
has taught childrens’ church, 
Sunday school, and through 
the Awana program for all of 
Bethany’s life. We have such 
amazing models of how to live 
and love in a community.

With many of our church family 
members walking with us from 
dating, to marriage, and now 
in the adoption process, they 
are beyond excited to be a part 
of our child’s life, knowing 
that it takes a village to raise 
a kind, smart, diversity-loving 
child! We hope to follow the 
lead of our parents, according 
to Matthew 22:36-38: Love the 
Lord your God with all of your 
heart and with all of your soul 
and all of your mind and love 
your neighbor as yourself.

our faith...



We plan to stay in our home in 
Washington, DC. We are near 
family and have amazing friends 
through our neighborhood and 
church. We are especially close 
with our neighbors next door. We 
are happy to get to raise families 
next door to each other and for 
the kids to have a quick cut 
through in the backyard! There 
are a lot of diverse families with 
children on our block! We spend 
most of our vacation time with 
family or at the beach. We look 
forward to continuing to travel 
and see new places! 

Bethany grew up in private 
schools and thrived in the 
environment; I grew up in very 
strong public schools. There are 
many amazing opportunities for 
schools in DC: public, private, 
charter, and homeschool co-ops. 
There is an elementary school 
one block from our home. This 
elementary school has a new 
program for infants through 
three year olds. They have 
certified teachers instead of 
daycare workers, catered meals, 
and a focus to serve the entire 
family. It is one of ten programs 
set up like this one in the city. 
We are grateful to be so close 
to one! Bethany will work part 
time, and we are getting a head 
start through this program. 
From there, we will continue 
to seek excellent educational 
opportunities.

our future...





I (Bethany) am exceedingly grateful for how 
adoption has shaped my life. Like John and me 
now, my parents were a little older when they 
adopted. My mom and I are very close, and we 
talk everyday. I had a closed adoption, but we 
speak so tenderly of my birth mother. My first 
mom gave me the gift to be able to do anything 
that I was passionate about. I hope I have made 
both of them proud. 

Twelve years ago, I traveled with my brother and 
sister-in-law for the birth and adoption of my 
nephew. I am sorry to say that I didn’t understand 
the sacrifice of a birth mom until then. After my 
nephew was born, we spent the afternoon with 
his first mom. It is his story to tell, not mine, 
but I can share that, all of a sudden, I saw so 
clearly the depth of her love. She was taking care 
of and sacrificing everything for her family, for 
my nephew, and making my brother and sister-
in-law the happiest parents. In many ways, it 
benefited everyone, except for her. Her love knew 
no bounds. 

This will be the third time that we have 
been changed by adoption. We would love to 
communicate with you in whatever way you are 
comfortable. We want you to know that we will 
always speak highly of you in our home and your 
child will always know about the amazing woman 
that gave them life - YOU! We can’t imagine all 
of the thoughts and emotions that must be going 
through your mind, but we are praying that you 
would have peace in your decision. We know that 
you want what is best for your baby; and, if you 
feel that includes us, we would be honored to 
get to know you more and love and care for this 
child everyday for the rest of our lives. 

a note beforeyou go:

- John & Bethany



You are
so loved.
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