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As we sat down to write this letter to you, there was 
only one word that fi lled the space of both the paper 

and our hearts:

Holy. 

The choice you have made today is a lot of things: 
it’s brave, it’s di!  cult, and it’s courageous. But it’s so 
much more than that: it’s sacred. It’s a choice rooted 
in what as parents we already know to be the deepest 
earthly love someone can feel: the love of a parent for 
your child. We believe the choice you have made is a 
direct refl ection of God’s perfect love. It is selfl ess, 

compassionate, and kind. 

Our family has always been called to adoption, and 
you’ve been a part of our lives before you even read 
this letter. You’ve been on our hearts, our minds, 
and the subject of our prayers for many years. To us, 
you’re already part of our family, and we look forward 
to developing a relationship with you that you feel 
comfortable with. And we will always tell them the 
story that this holy love started with you, and this 

decision. 

We already unconditionally love your child. We invite 
you to learn more about our family in the following 
pages. Thank you again for making this sacred decision.

LOVE, MADI & DEREK

DEAR FRIEND



In this family we believe in gratitude,
abundant grace, working hard, 

taking risks, being kind, 
dreaming big, 

always saying “I love you,”
helping others,

and fi ghting for daily joy. 

Derek, Madi, Boz, and Birdie + Dupi and Dos

MEET OUR FAMILY



We met when we were 20 years old randomly in a city neither 
one of us lived. We talked, laughed, and danced all night. It 
was love at fi rst sight, and we knew the day we met it was the 
beginning of the rest our lives. Our friends thought we were 
nuts! We began dating long distance immediately, and we 
were married in 2013. Now, 12 years into our relationship, we 
couldn’t have imagined the richness our love would bring to 

our lives. 

Derek calls Madi: “Wife” and “Madi Ann”
Madi calls Derek: “D-man” and “D-man bear” 

Favorite date night: Take out Thai food picnic

Anniversary: July 13, 2013 | Wedding song: “Wagon Wheel”

OUR STORY



WHY ADOPT
Madi’s mom is an adoptee.  Madi’s grandparents were adoptive parents and foster parents.

Madi’s best friend and the Maid-of-Honor in our wedding is a birth mother.

Madi worked at the National Council for Adoption.

We have several friends that are adoptees and adoptive parents.

Family to us has nothing to do with blood, but through the blood of Jesus, we are all united as  family. 

We want our family to refl ect this truth. 



Stay-at-home Mom
Former defense attorney

32 years old

    Born and raised in Tennessee, Madi is a southern girl turned 
true southern mama. 

Madi is fi ercely loyal, loving, and would do anything for the 
people she loves, particularly her children. She gives her all for 

our kids every day. 

Madi is a smart and determined. She graduated from Tennessee 
with honors before interning on Capitol Hill and attending law 
school. She worked as a defense attorney for 5 years before 
resigning to take on her self-proclaimed greatest role: a stay-
at-home mom to our children. Her role as “Mama” is truly all 
encompassing, and she feels like she was put on earth to be a 
mother. She is “room Mom” for both of our children’s classes, 
stays at every one of their practices, and is involved in every 
aspect of their lives. Thanks largely to Madi, our children go 
into the world every day knowing they are loved and have a soft 

place to land. 

Madi is the energizer bunny. She loves to exercise, and runs 
almost every day. 

Madi loves Mexican food, and is competitive at board games.

Madi is always singing and dancing, and can easily laugh o"  
mistakes.

Madi always leaves “I love you” notes in the kids lunch boxes.

Madi calls her own parents every single day.

Madi makes our house feel warm and inviting for all, and she 
hosts our friends and children’s friends every chance she gets. 
She has a great memory, and never forgets a detail. She is 
gracious, and she has a servant’s heart. She is intentional in the 
way she loves me and our children. She is the loudest mom at 

fl ag football, and quietly prays for us every night.

MEET MADI

WHAT DEREK SAYS 

ABOUT MADI



Madi may be petite, but her presence in a room 
is large. Her confi dence is unmatched, and she 
is a strong woman that is sure of her place in the 
world. We have a saying in our family that goes, 
“If you want something done, just ask Madi to do 

it!” If there is a will, Madi will fi nd a way. 



Derek knows something about everything. He’s 
always learning. He has so much knowledge 
about such a vast array of many things. Whether 
it’s 90s hip-hop, how to build a house, or history 
of another country- he knows it all. He will devote 
himself to learning and truly understanding this 

child’s background and heritage. 



Director of Enterprise Sales
33 years old

Derek is a provider. He graduated from St.Joseph’s University 
in 2011, and immediately began a career in sales. He has been 
the top sales person in his entire company for several years, 
but he always puts his family fi rst. He is home for dinner every 
night, and if he has to go on a work trip he fl ies out early in the 
morning and comes back late hours in the night just to ensure 
he kisses the kids goodnight and is there when they wake up 
in the morning. He coaches the kids’ teams, and bends over 
backwards to make sure he never misses one of their games 
or events. He is more than present- he is involved. He tells 
us all how much he loves us daily, both in words and actions. 

Everything he does, he does for our family.

Derek keeps everyone laughing with his sense of humor.

Derek is an amazing dancer, and has a voice meant for radio!

Derek is a man of many hobbies, and loves to share them with 
our children.

Derek loves pizza, and being near the water.

    They say, “only the gentle are ever really strong,” and that’s 
the perfect way to describe Derek. Derek is a man’s man, 
and loves things like grilling and all sports, especially playing 
driveway hockey with our son every night. But he’s also gentle 
and romantic. On our wedding day, he surprised me with 52 
love letters; one to open every week for our entire fi rst year 
of marriage. That’s the kind of guy he is. He twirls Birdie daily, 
paints her nails, and lines up her dolls in proper order every 
night. Derek leads our family with gentleness, and points us all 

to Jesus. 

MEET DEREK

WHAT MADI SAYS 

ABOUT DEREK



Boz is the best big brother and loves his sister, Birdie, fi ercely. 
He is confi dent, reserved, and has the best sense of humor. Boz 
loves playing pirates, he plays all sports, climbs everything, and is 
unstoppable on his bike. He can’t wait for another younger sibling 

to look after!

Boz is:

Our fi rst-born, 5 years old, Left-handed

Thoughtful, curious, imaginative.

Wild and Rambunctious (100% Boy!)

Wants to be a “boss” when he grows up.

Birdie shines brighter than the sun, and is full of contagious joy 
with a big personality. She is fearless and tough, but the biggest 
cuddle bug.  Her brother, which she calls “Bozzy“ or “Bubba,” 
is her best friend, and it’s never occurred to her they aren’t the 
same age. Since Birdie could talk, she asks no less than 100 times 
a day when her baby brother or sister can join our family so she 

can “love them so much.” 

Birdie is:

Born on Madi’s Birthday (September 5th), 3 years old

Always dancing, and has never met a stranger.

Outgoing, sassy, and sticky sweet in her frilly dresses.

Natural born care-taker, wants to be a doctor when she grows up

MEET BOZ MEET BIRDIE





We couldn’t love our home more. We moved in when Boz was a baby and plan on growing old in this house. We have a large fenced 
in backyard and patio, an indoor and an outdoor playhouse, and each child has their own room to be themselves. We decided many 
years ago we wanted our home to always feel like our children’s safe and happy place, and we put a lot of e" ort into making our home 

enjoyable for them.

Our neighborhood is full of our best friends, and we walk between our houses daily. We all walk the kids to school. We have lots of 
restaurants we walk to weekly for dinner. Our children spend their days doing things most other children get to do only on fi eld trips. 
We live a short bike ride from the zoo, and frequently stop in to say hi to the pandas and elephants after school. We go to museums 
and picnic beside historic monuments. There is always some type of unique event going on in our city. Our neighborhood has miles 
of trail for bike riding and exploring and Madi bikes the kids almost daily!  We love to share some southern hospitality and throw large 

parties for the neighborhood.

Our home is more than just our house- it’s a feeling, and our neighborhood more than a community- it’s our family. 

OUR HOME



1. One of the most racially diverse cities in the U.S. that is alive with culture and celebrates diversity.

2. Our children’s schools are top-rated in the United States, and we get to walk to school every day!

3. We visit endless cultural attractions like the zoo, museums, restaurants, and picnic beside historic monuments.

4. Our city is among the cleanest and safest in the world, and we have access to world renowned hospitals, food, airports, and 
attractions.

5. We get all the perks of city-living, but enjoy a small town community atmosphere.
 

 We love living in our suburb because we believe it paints our children an accurate vision of the world. They grow up surrounded by 
people of all backgrounds, races, and ethnicities, and we believe that is very important. Our community will provide this child with 
a starting place to go anywhere or be anyone they want to be. We are thankful for access to some of the best schools, cultural 

attractions, food, hospitals, and most of all, people, in the world.

OUR TOP 5 THINGS ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY



Our church’s mission is to make disciples of all nations, 
beginning here in our community. Our church family 
is extremely diverse, both in leadership and fellowship, 
with people from all walks of life and from over 100 
di" erent nationalities represented every single Sunday. 

We have attended our church for 10 years.

We have a rich children’s program.

We are part of a small group for adoptive and foster 
parents.

OUR CHURCH



OUR FAMILY
We are both only children, and very close to our parents. 
Each set of our parents have been married 39 years, 
and have been extremely supportive of us. Likewise, 
our families now have a very close relationship to each 

other. We are truly one big happy family. 

Derek’s parents live nearby.They babysit our kids once 
a week so we can have date night, and we visit them 
every Sunday after church. Madi’s parents live out of 
state, but her parents visit at least once a month or we 
go to see them (which the kids love!). Our family is the 
most important thing to us. We all talk every day. The 
children FaceTime their grandparents every single day. 

We all vacation together every year. 

Our parents are our greatest guidance and biggest 
support. They are extremely hands-on. They love doing 
bath time with the kids when they visit, and never miss a 
“grandparents day” at the kids’s school. They are thrilled 

to add another grandchild to our family!



Dupi is a 10 year old labradoodle, and we got him while we were dating.

Dos is a one year old mini golden doodle. He was a birthday present for Birdie for her second birthday (hence 
his name Dos). 

When both children were babies, Dupi stood watch at their crib while they slept the fi rst several nights home. 

Dos sleeps with Boz. 

OUR DOGS- DUPI & DOS



Adventure is very important to our 
family. Whether it’s a big trip across 
the ocean or simply a new experience 
in our very own city, we love to live life 
to the fullest. We love experiencing 

all life has to o" er together. 

ADVENTURE



FAM

I L Y
TRADITIONS

Every year for two weeks over 4th of July, 
our entire family goes to the same beach 
together. The kids love the familiarity of 
this trip, and making memories with their 

grandparents. We are huge football fans! 

Kid dates- we are very intentional in 
spending one on one time with each of 

our children.

Boz & Derek bring Madi & Birdie 
fl owers after every trip to the 

barbershop.

We spend a weekend with Santa at the 
beginning of December every year, and 

the kids’ mail their letters to Santa! 

We read books together every 
night! Reading is very important 
to us, and Madi even just fi nished a 

fi rst draft of a children’s book!

Every Saturday is Pancake Saturday!



We know this is a di!  cult decision. We hope you may fi nd peace in these promises from us to you and your child: 

Your child will be unconditionally loved. 

Your child will always be wholly supported for exactly who they are. 

Your child will grow up in a stable, secure, and loving environment. 

Your child’s every physical, emotional, and spiritual need will be fully provided for. 

Your child will be raised with understanding, compassion, and patience, and will know the world is a good place. 

Your child will be raised to know the joy of the love of Jesus. 

Your child will be raised to know their self worth and their value. 

Your child will always know the depth of your love for them, and the sacrifi ces you made for them. 

Your child will be taught to honor their story and their DNA. 

You will always have a seat at our table. 

OUR PROMISE



THANK YOU

MADI & DEREK

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for taking the time to learn 
about our family and for considering giving us the absolute honor of 

spending the rest of our lives loving this child. 

There is no way to imagine what you are feeling, but we hope you can 
fi nd peace knowing this child will be unconditionally loved, forever 
and always. We hope to continue this journey with you, and stay 
connected throughout this child’s life. Regardless of your decision, 
we want you to know how much we respect and admire the strong  

woman you are. 

 We are with you. 


