Jacob + chelsea

Hi Momma
Thank you for taking the time to read our story. There is no way
that we could ever put into words how grateful we are to you
for considering us to parent your child. Although we’ve never
met, we know that you are strong and selfless beyond measure
for considering this decision. You are considering something
that is as hard as it is beautiful. We know that we will never truly
understand the extent of your sacrifice, but we will always honor
it and you. We admire you – your courage, your strength, and your
compassion.
How can we describe how much we will love you and your baby?
Saying anything seems trite and lackluster when we consider that
all-consuming kind of love that parents have for their children. We
can say this – together, we want nothing more in this life than a
child to love more than ourselves. From the moment we hold your
baby, they will have our whole hearts. Just by being who they are
they will be perfect in our eyes. We know that raising children is
hard and full of challenges, but we are going to love them and
celebrate them at their highest and lowest points. There is nothing
they could ever say or do that would make us question our love for
them or our commitment to them. (In short, we think the sun shines
out their butt from day one!) We desire to raise them to be strong
and courageous, just like you. We hope to get to meet you soon.

Jacob + Chelsea

Our Story
A blind date
It all started with a blind date
arranged by college friends to a
Christian sorority event. Despite our
nerves, within 5 minutes of meeting,
everything felt so natural. The night
was full of lots of laughter and each
of us left hoping for a second date.
I was captivated by Chelsea’s smile,
intelligence, humor, and kindness. I
asked her to my own fraternity event
a few weeks later and we had a blast,
despite me getting food poisoning…
which had a less than romantic
outcome on the sidewalk! Thank God
she didn’t run away! Instead, she
took care of me, followed up with me,
and was her nurturing self.
Jacob put me at ease right away.
He was so fun! I couldn’t believe
that he was willing to dance and ask
me questions to bring me out of my
shell. A few weeks later, I distinctly
remember my sorority sister telling me
that Jacob planned to ask me to an

event and that probably meant that
he liked me. I calmly thanked her for
telling me and then shut myself in my
closet so I could squeal excitedly into
my pillow without anyone knowing.
The second date did take a turn when
Jacob’s stomach pulled a little prank
on him, but I genuinely didn’t care. If
you can think someone is attractive
while they toss their cookies in front
of a swanky L.A. sushi restaurant, I
think you’ve officially caught feelings.
We started regularly dating after
that. We explored Los Angeles
together - the beach, art museums,
hiking - and we regularly drove back
and forth between our two schools
that were on opposite sides of the
city. Due to L.A. traffic, ours was a
quasi-long-distance relationship, but
our love grew deeper each year.

sharing life together
has been the most natural
thing about being alive.

The Proposal

One night Chelsea came home from work to find a rose and an invitation to a special
night on the town! It specified to “dress for the occasion” and the meeting place was
the park where we had our first kiss.
I was so nervous. Why was I proposing in
a public park in Los Angeles?!?! People
were everywhere watching me set up
and I was so behind schedule. The clock
was ticking rapidly while I frantically
laid out a path of roses and photos that
ended in a little picnic scene.
As I, Chelsea, made my way down a
gently winding path into the park. Every
few feet there was a rose with a photo
from special moments in our relationship.
Each photo included encouragement
and a reason why Jacob loved me. I had the whole audience of the park and as I came
around the corner, there he was, looking so handsome in a suit. He told me why he
loved me, and then he asked me to marry him!

Our Wedding

9 Years of marriage!

We got married in the summer at Chelsea’s family home, a vineyard and ranch in a tiny
town in California. Beyond siblings, our bridal party was largely made up of our college
friends. There were a few hiccups (like
when one of the bridesmaids ironed
a large hole clean through her dress!),
but everything that mattered went
beautifully. Our reception was held
outside my childhood house under bistro
lights and bright stars. We danced the
night away. It was so much fun!
We had to postpone our honeymoon
as Jacob was about two weeks into his
job and couldn’t take leave, so we were
back to real life a day later. Postponing
the honeymoon didn’t feel like a sacrifice
- we were just so happy to be married.
A few years later, we got to take our “honeymoon” in the Dominican Republic. It was
gorgeous and well worth the wait!

Kaden, our dog.

Great with kids!

Chelsea grew up riding horses!

Our hearts
For Adoption
We deeply desire to be parents. We thought going the biological route would
be easier, but that wasn’t God’s plan. We struggled with infertility for about
two and a half years, but it felt like much longer. We saw various specialists
without avail and walked through two rounds of IVF. Round one went poorly
and in our second round, we had one viable embryo, whom we named Asher.
He was implanted, but despite our best efforts, he didn’t stay with us. We
mourned his loss and began moving towards adoption soon after.
Infertility and then applying for adoption have caused us to realize that we
are called to something that we didn’t think we were capable of, but now
that we’re here, we wouldn’t have it any other way. We are excited to meet
Asher in Heaven one day - it will be awesome to see what he looks like and
who he is as a person. We are also so excited to see who your child will be!
We are excited to dream about your baby’s future and all the ways that we
will witness the amazing person they will become! All we want is to love and
support a child with our whole and unguarded hearts.

All we want
is to love
& support
a child
with our
whole and
unguarded
hearts.
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Walking with God

We encourage and point one another towards Christ. He is our guide
and comfort. A relationship with Him is our most important pursuit.

Loving others

It's important to us that we are always seeking to love others well and
put them before ourselves. We listen to how others want to be cared for.

Being joyful + having fun

We believe that silliness and laughter are gifts from God and essential
to our home.

Better together

As a family, we will walk through whatever comes our way together,
with arms locked in love.

being humble

Everybody brings unique skills, talents, and gifts to the table. We
celebrate accomplishments while recognizing the inherent value of all.

Church

We are passionate about
our church and very involved
with the community there.

Food

We are total foodies, and we
love trying new cuisines and
different restaurants.

Adventure

Being outdoors is huge for us.
We love walking, hiking, and
exploring. There’s a big nature
preserve about 20 minutes away
from our house and we spend as
much time there as we possibly
can.

Community

We love spending time with friends
and family– dinner and game nights
at each other’s houses, walks,
coffee dates, going to festivals,
paddleboarding – whatever’s going
on, we’re down to join!

Together We Love
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Chelsea

Reading
Cooking
Spending time with Friends

Compassionate
Hospitable
Funny

how i spend my days
Some suggested edits: " I work in medical precertification for a neurosurgery
practice, presenting why a patient should have a service like an MRI to their
insurance company. I am an advocate for my patients, and it is a privilege. My
practice is flexible, and I work from home several days a week. After our baby
arrives, I plan to become a stay-at-home mom or work part-time after everyone
is settled. If I do pursue part-time work, my parents are nearby, and we would
hire a babysitter when their grandparents are otherwise engaged. In my free
time, I love walking and coffee dates with friends, spoiling my dog, trying new
cuisines, and exploring scripture.

I can't wait to be playful with my children - build forts,
go on adventures, dress up, messy crafts - the works!

In jacob's words
Chelsea is incredible and being married to her
is the sweetest gift. She is empathetic, humble,
hilarious, kind, nurturing, clever, and fun. She
points me towards God and has an infectious
kindness and way of support that leaves you
secure. She has a calm and steady presence
that puts people at complete ease. She is
thoughtful and knows I like to collect the mail
as a capstone to my workday, so she started
sending me little surprise notes in the mail.
She is an incredible cook and has made
dining out a letdown sometimes. She can
cook it all without a recipe or cookbook!
She is incredibly crafty and makes beautiful
floral arrangements and numerous art
pieces in our home that people think we
bought in a store! She is also adventurous
and is always up for a challenging hike.
She is highly relational and builds excellent
friendships. She is so good at listening
and making a person feel seen and loved.
People gravitate toward her kindness.
She sends encouraging notes to friends,
prays for them when she says she will, and
invests in each of her friends individually.
Being in the same room with her is the best
place in the world. Where she is, that’s where
I want to be. What she is doing is what I
most want to do. I delight in my wife because
she is so kind, warm, and fun. I admire her
strength (especially after infertility) and
resiliency in adversity. When I feel sad, she
comes alongside me and makes me feel
completely seen. When I delight in something,
she listens and cares because I care.

She will be an amazing mother, as she
will make our child feel loved, valued,
encouraged, and she will parent with such
compassion. She has long yearned to be a
mom and I know she will be an incredible
role model who is gracious and meets
a child where they are at. In the last two
years most of our friends have started
having children and it has been so fun to
see Chelsea play with them. She is so goofy
and sweet, surprising them with big smiles,
peek-a-boo, tickles, and laughs. As some
of our friend's kids have started walking,
she will run around with them and play
games, talking about the new things they
encounter in a world that is fascinating.
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Jacob

Exploring Nature
Taking care of their home
Spending time with friends

Encouraging
Responsible
Kind

how i spend my days
I work in Digital Product Management for a large online-only bank and love my
job! I lead an amazing team, get to be creative, solve problems, and work on
our website and app. My employer provides the same paid time off (12 weeks!)
for adoptive and biological parents to allow for bonding and the transition to
parenthood. Work-life balance is highly encouraged, and I work from home two
to three days a week. I also have the flexibility to adjust my schedule as needed
to be highly involved in my children’s lives. I’m going to be there for my kids’
activities like after-school sports and recitals. When I'm not working, you can
probably find me exploring the outdoors or working on my latest house project.

I pray that my child will alwyas know how much
I love them and feel safe and secure in my care.

in chelsea's words
He truly is my best friend. His kindness and
light-heartedness first attracted me to him
but I fell in love with his compassion, drive,
strength, humility, and faithfulness.
He is incredibly self-sacrificing and cares
for people beautifully. He is authentic and
devoted in service to his family and friends,
regardless of potential recognition. He does
whatever is necessary to lift someone up,
from providing a physical need to sitting
with someone in crisis without judgment.
He is so hard-working! He did an entire
graduate MBA program while working fulltime, leading in our church, and being an
excellent husband. He is never without a
drive and passion for accomplishing things.
He is always up to try new things, go on
little adventures, and celebrate life. He’s silly
and he makes me laugh constantly! He is so
good at drawing people out and making
them feel seen and valued. He comes up with
the best get-to-know-you questions that he
is still asking me to this day. He genuinely
loves to celebrate people and occasions.
He lives out his faith by loving others with an
authenticity that can only come from a heart
that has been radically changed by the love
of God. He praises and cultivates the good
he sees in others, and he enthusiastically
seeks after God. He understands me in ways
that no one else does and sees good in
me even when I don’t. He’s the person with
whom I can be myself. He has seen me at
my lowest and embraced me all the same.
He has scooped me up and stroked my hair
and said he loves me through tears. I can’t
imagine a better portrait of love on Earth.

He will be a wonderful dad. He has a way
with children that makes them feel seen
and loved. He will be supportive of their
interests and goals and will help them aspire
to them. He will take care of their physical
needs and will listen to them regarding
their emotional needs. He is deeply
compassionate and will come alongside
our children to give them space and time
to process their emotions. He will live out
his faith and will accept when he has made
a mistake or hurt our kids’ feelings and
ask for forgiveness. He will help them be
brave and encourage them to experience
life, even when it’s scary or unknown.
He will celebrate our children’s unique
backgrounds, talents, and inclinations
without trying to force them into a mold.

our amazing
Family
Chelsea's Family

My parents are Rich and Cri Cri. I have
one older sister named Ashley. My
extended family is a little smaller, as I
only have one aunt on my dad’s side
and my mom is an only child. For half
of the year, my parents live literally
seven minutes up the road from us
and we see them at least once a week.
Adoption is near to their hearts as
they have several friends who were
adopted or have adopted children
themselves. They are passionate about
fostering the right kind of environment
for our children to feel completely seen,
included, and loved. Both my parents
are very excited to act as babysitters
and help our family in any way they can.

Jacob's Family
My parents are Brad and Regina. I have
a younger brother, Josh, and a younger
sister, Rebekah, who is married to Marc
and they have one daughter, Reagan.
I am blessed to have a big extended
family complete with grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and cousins on both
sides that get together for reunions
and holidays. Currently, we are spread
across the country, but we make
excellent use of technology to stay in
constant contact. Surprise video calls
to chat about the day, frequent phone
calls, and lots of pictures and videos help
us stay caught up in each other’s lives.

Our parents eagerly anticipate being grandparents!
They are regularly praying for you as an expectant mom and your wellbeing, future, and safety.
Adoption requires a big open heart and they have risen to the occasion with encouragement
beyond measure and steadfast support.

Hopes and Dreams

Our biggest hope is to build a family and become parents. We’ve yearned for the role
and can’t wait to care for children, raise them, love them, and support them. Our hope is
to have two children. We want them to have a sibling to grow up with, whom they can
play with, get into mischief with, laugh and cry with through their childhood. We dream of
sharing love throughout the adoption triad, so our children feel supported through their
adoptive and birth families in whatever form that materializes.
Our current home truly feels like our forever home! We love our home, our city, and our
state. We care deeply for our friends and church and feel blessed to have Chelsea’s
family living so close by much of the year.

It’s important to us to volunteer and serve our
community regularly as a family alongside our
church to help cultivate a love for all people at an
early age.

home sweeet home
Our home sits on a quiet, peaceful street. It has
four bedrooms and 3.5 baths and a family room
that doubles as a movie room. We have a large
backyard that backs to trees and a creek. We can’t
wait to add things like like swings and toys and
host easter egg hunts and birthday parties for our
children! We have a deck where we often have
cookouts and a firepit where we love making smores.
We love hosting friends and family at our home. We
often have people over to share a meal together and
regularly host our community group from church for
our weekly meeting where we share life together,
laugh, pray, and reflect on the weekly sermon.

Our Community

We live in an established, suburban neighborhood that is just a short drive from the core of a
major city. We love all the space we have, the green trees, and the safety in our neighborhood,
while still being just a short drive from all the cultural and entertainment amenities of our city.
Our neighbors include families from different racial and cultural backgrounds, as well as
families in all seasons of life. Our neighborhood hosts family-friendly holiday events, including
a Halloween house decorating and costume contest, an Easter Egg Hunt, a Christmas party,
a high school graduation parade, a Fourth of July party, and regular socials.
Our community is full of amenities like theme parks, water parks, nature preserves, a kids
science museum, aquarium, lakes, rivers, hiking, a children's library, and numerous parks.
As parents, we would tap into these city amenities so that our kids can learn, grow, and
experience as much as possible at a young age.

We think it’s an amazing place to raise a family.

Our Faith
It’s important to us that our children know the love of God at an early age. We believe we
need forgiveness every day and despite our best efforts, we will be open about our failings
and the ways in which we will let our children down. We hope to model giving and receiving
forgiveness through our daily lives. We want to come alongside them in things like timeins, emotion coaching, and informed boundary setting to allow them to learn morality and
social rules without sacrificing their confidence and dignity. We will strive for consistency
and clarity in our rules while adapting to our children and what they need.

We will support
our child’s hopes
and dreams for
the future they
want, not just
the future we
envision when
they are a baby.

Education

We plan to send our child to public school, but also would pivot as needed to make sure
our child gets the right personalized education depending on their needs. Our area public
schools provide quality education and would allow our child to attend school with friends
from their immediate neighborhood.
We will encourage our child to attend college by discussing the benefits and opportunities
of a degree but would also have open communication during the high school years to gauge
interest and dreams. We know that not all paths in life require a degree and are happy to
come alongside our child in their life’s pursuit. We believe children have diverse interests and
skill sets and we will lean into helping our child thrive in their interests.

from our hearts

to yours

Thank you for reading our story and considering us to parent your
wonderful child! We promise to do our absolute best to raise your
precious child in a stable, faith-filled, loving, fun, and compassionate
home. We long to build a family together and share our future with
children. We look forward to pancakes and sticky hands-on Saturday
mornings, being the proudest parents in the audience of school
plays, and giggling over silly movies as a family. We commit to truly
being there through the rough times of tantrums, heartbreaks, and
misunderstandings. Your child deserves the absolute best! We promise
to never stop learning and growing as parents. We know that we’re
going to get a lot of things wrong, and we commit to lean not on our
own understanding but seek after God and learn from other people to
try to always be better.
We want to leave you with our praise and admiration for who you are!
You have been so brave, compassionate, and selfless while considering
something that is much heavier than we can ever know. We are in awe of
you, and we will ensure your baby grows up knowing that you love them
beyond measure. We realize as your child grows up in our home, we will
also be getting to know you better as well. They may giggle like you,
sneeze like you, and have talents that are just like you. The wonderful
quirks and attributes of your child that we will love, means we will
forever and always love you as well. Our families will be forever linked
in this story that we pray will be beautiful, full of love, and kindness.
While we have not met, we are praying for you without ceasing. You are
on our hearts, and we hope for your future and dreams. We will always
be grateful beyond words for your selflessness. You are worthy, chosen,
loved, and valued more than you can know! Thank you for being who
you are!

Jacob + Chelsea

You are loved.

