Hello, We are Michael and Walter from Palatine, Illinois!
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about our
family. We are so excited to be adopting and bringing a
child into our family! We hope our story will help you in
making your choice and we hope this book gives you a
glimpse about our family. Please know that no matter what
you choose, we wish you and your child all the best!

HOW WE MET

We met in a little coffee shop
nestled in a small north west
Chicago neighborhood in 2015.
Neither of us knew then that we’d
find so much in common ranging
from geeky sci-fi shows to how we
each saw our future family forming.
Two years later, on the very same
day as our first date, Walter
popped THE question at that little
coffee shop using a Ring Pop (one
of Michael's favorite candies), and
exactly two years after that we
were married.

Openness and Adoption
Our goal is to have an open adoption and look
forward to working together to create a plan
that will honor and respect the level of
openness you choose for you, your family, and
your child. We feel that every child has a right
to their past and as such, they will ultimately
benefit from having connections to their birth
family. Should questions arise, should medical
conditions present themselves, or should they
wish to build a relationship with their birth
family – the more people to love them the
better. We have great relationships with our inlaws and extended family, and everyone is on
board to make this work. Our vision of an open
adoption is flexible, but we expect it to include
at least a few visits each year and regular
email contact. We also understand you may
wish to have little to no contact or may just
want letters or pictures and we will respect
your decision, so we will maintain an archive
including pictures and milestones documenting
all the special times in your child’s life. Please
know that whatever you choose, your child will
know their roots, that they are loved, and that
you will always have a special place in our
hearts and in your child’s, as we think it is
important that your child knows that you had
their best interests in mind when you made an
adoption plan, and how eternally grateful we
are to be chosen to raise this special child. We
look forward to having a chance to get to meet
you; get to know you, and answer any
questions you might have for us.

Michael
Michael is a native Texan
and grew up with a large
blended family. Cousins
were like brothers and
sisters, and grandparents
were among his main
caregivers. The benefit to
having a large family was
his exposure to multiple
outlooks and being able to
find his way through life
with support. Michael is a
creative person who loves
the arts as much as
crafting and home
renovations. For Michael,
Star Trek is a way of life,
with the concept of IDIC,
Infinite Diversity in Infinite
Combinations, as a central
pillar to his core beliefs.
This is something that
Michael would love to instill
in his child. That and the
love of cosplay.
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Walter
Walter grew up in Buffalo
Grove, IL with a large
extended Filipino family
where many weekends
were spent at family
parties with kids playing in
the backyard and many
karaoke nights. Walter is a
technology teacher at a
middle school north of
Chicago and loves working
with kids! In his spare time,
he loves playing chess,
board games, gardening,
and everything sci-fi.
Cooking and sharing food
with others ties him to his
Filipino culture where
asking, “have you eaten
yet" is the same as saying
"hello"! As a future parent,
he looks forward to
spending holidays and
going on vacations with
family, bonding over
cooking, and watching
movies.

MICHAEL & Walter'S
Michael has begun a career in Real Estate as a REALTOR but has over 10
years experience each in both Fashion Design and Events Management.
Walter has been an educator for 13 years in primary and middle schools.

How Michael Thinks of Walter
"Everyone should have a Walter. Walter is my rock, my best friend, my confidant, and the
truest and most honest love I have ever had in my life. He supports me in every way I could
ever need and I can honestly say spending the rest of my life with him is a privilege. Walter
is kind, patient, caring, and knows just the right thing to say when everything seems
hopeless. He is compassionate and loving which is seemingly never ending.
Walter has a deep care and concern for kids and no doubt it will extend to your child. I
know that Walter will show never ending patience, care, and love because to be anything
other is anathema to who he is. I cannot wait to see Walter nerd out over chess and run
alongside your child teaching them soccer. He will be their greatest champion and know
how to help them understand their feelings when they may seem too much. Walter isn't
afraid to face problems head on and I know your child will learn how to be brave and
confident by example."

How Walter Thinks of MICHAEL
"What makes Michael a good partner is that he makes me laugh, is smart, kind, is nerdy
like me, he values family, and holds the same goal as me of wanting kids. We have both
grown so much in our relationship and support each other when we need it and will
continue to do so as parents to your child. Michael will be a loving, kind, and fun father and
we complement each others’ parenting styles well. Whereas I tend to focus on structure,
Michael brings levity and humor to the family unit.
I am looking forward to seeing Michael during those daily routines with your child whether it
be reading a book before bedtime or playing at the playground. Throughout our
relationship, we have improved our communication with each other and have learned each
others’ quirks and feelings. I am confident that Michael will be a great role model to your
child in communicating feelings and resolving disputes. Overall, Michael is caring, hilarious,
and will be a great partner in parenting your child.

We both grew up in the Christian faith and though we no longer actively practice, we
still practice some of the holidays. Christmas is typically spent in Minneapolis or Fort
Worth. Currently, we get to experience the joy of the holiday through our niece and
we cannot wait to have a cousin for her to grow up with. We both love Thanksgiving
which gives us a chance to really blend our family traditions by exposing each other
to our respective family recipes, like Walter's mother's lumpia or Michael's
grandmother's red velvet cake, but there are more similarities than differences.
Michael LOVES Halloween and cannot wait to begin trick-or-treating with our child, a
Robin to their Batman/Batwoman. Although we're not actively practicing a religion,
we are both respectful of others’ religions and practices.
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MICHAEL's

Michael's family is large and loving. He has two sets of parents, nine siblings, four Uncles and
Aunts and many cousins, nieces and nephews. Most all still live in Texas and Michael returns
as often as possible to see them. Michael's family is excited to receive the newest member,
knowing adoption is just another word for family.

Walter's

Walter's family is international with most of his father's side in Illinois and his mother's side
primarily in the Philippines. Walter has one sister living in Minneapolis with her husband
and daughter. Walter's mother is close by and frequently visits. Walter's family is excited
for his journey into parenthood and have already begun offering babysitting services and
baby items!

In our free time we like to garden in our back yard, play video games like Batman,
Star Trek Online, and Star Wars, and make new culinary creations in the kitchen. We
rarely cook the same thing, often scouring the internet for new recipes, though Michael
does love making chicken fried steak as it reminds him of growing up in Texas. Walter
is currently educating himself on vegetable gardening which has yielded some tasty
veggies including cucumbers for pickling and he regularly plays chess in tournaments.
Michael loves making costumes for conventions and is eager to include your child,
painting, or working on all the "honey-dos" around the house.

Everyday is an adventure! Chicago has some of the best museums that we love to
visit like the Chicago History Museum (where Michael used to work!) and the Field.
The Brookfield Zoo is a favorite as is the Shedd Aquarium. We both enjoy hiking
around Starved Rock and in Minneapolis when visiting Walter's sister's family. What
we love about the Midwest is the history and culture that is embodied in its cities
and we visit as many as feasible, like our favorites Milwaukee and Minneapolis. We
hope to one day take your child to each of our favorites and share in our joy at
each!

Downtown Palatine

One of many parks!!!

We live in Palatine, Illinois, roughly 20 miles north of Chicago. The neighborhood is diverse
with a mix of older and younger families. There are numerous parks within walkable
distance, schools, and a small downtown nearby. We live in a split-level home with a nice
backyard to relax in, garden, and entertain under a mature maple tree, which easily makes
it our favorite space!

We have long dreamt of having a child to
raise and guide through life. It would bring
us so much joy to both build our family and
help your child grow up to be kind, happy,
and successful.
We promise to strive to be unconditionally
loving, open, and kind parents. Thank you for
taking the time to read this and we hope to
meet with you soon!
Sincerely,
Michael and Walter

