SALEEM

and TABASSUM

Hello!
AND WELCOME TO OUR PROFILE!

We hope that these pages will give you a glimpse of who we
are – a down to earth, normal and fun couple. Family is very
important to us and we are excited and ready to build ours.
We are grateful and honored for the opportunity to share with
you who we are and all we hope to offer as parents. We know
this is an important decision and we thank you for your brave
and loving choice – no matter what you decide.

ALL OUR LOVE,

TABASSUM

and S A L E E M

ourstory

WE WE R E 4 ,0 0 0 M I L E S AWAY WH E N WE
FIRST MET ! SALEEM IN NEW YORK AND
TA B A S S U M I N VA N CO U VE R , CA N A DA .
Over the next few months, we got to know each other through long phone
conversations late into the night. We had our f irst date in 2016 in New York
City and it involved everything we loved. We played with cats at a cat café,
took a long walk through the city and shared our f irst red velvet cake.
We got married in 2017 in New York followed by a reception in Vancouver so
that we could celebrate with family and f riends in both of our hometowns.
Shortly after that, Tabassum moved to New York and we lived in the city for
the f irst year of our marriage. By the end of that year, we were ready for a
house [and quiet and more green space!] and moved to Westchester where
we have lived ever since.

We have now been married f ive incredible
years. It has been full of excitement,
adventure, and challenges. Through it all,
our love and commitment has only grown.

what led us to

adoption?

F O R B O T H O F U S , A D O PT I O N H A S B E E N PA R T
OF OUR DREAM SINCE WE FIRST MET.
It has always been a matter of when, not if, we start this dream. In the f irst
few years of our marriage, we struggled with fertility and after trying a few
cycles of IVF, we were ready to start our adoption journey. It is so exciting
that all the steps we have taken toward creating our family have led us here.
We both grew up with loving parents who gave us fun childhood memories
and we look forward to being loving parents ourselves. We are lucky to have
our incredibly supportive families behind our choice to adopt and who are
eager to meet the newest member of the family.

meetTabassum
TA B A S S U M I S B E AUT I F U L , C R E AT IVE
AND INTELLIGENT.

Tabassum was born in Bangladesh and lived there till the age of 11. She and her
family then moved to Vancouver, Canada and she is a true westcoast girl. She
comes f rom a small tight knit family and she loves that Saleem has a big family,
who have completely embraced her.
Tabassum is very warm, f riendly and social. She is a doctor and is passionate
about the work she does in maternal health. She can make f riends easily and
even though her f riends are dispersed all over the world, she is good at staying
in touch with them. She is curious and intelligent and like me, loves learning
new things. Writing, art, cooking and interior decorating are her creative outlets
and she is always working on making our home beautiful.
She loves children and has been lovingly labeled as the “cool aunt” by our
nieces and nephews. I know she will be a wonderful mother.

Tabassum's

favorites

E A R LY M O R N I N G
WA L KS A R O U N D T H E
NEIGHBORHOOD
3 0 - DAY YO G A C H A L L E N G E S
COFFEE SHOPS
A N YT H I N G C H O CO L AT E
READING –
I AM A BOOK WORM AND
R E C E N T LY , I H A V E B E C O M E
A BOOK REVIEWER
WE E K E N D G E TAWAYS
H O S T I N G F A M I LY A N D
F R I E N D S FO R H O L I DAYS

What I love most...
What I love most about Tabassum
is that she will go out of her way to
always be there for me. She knows
what to say and do and I can always
rely on her honesty and good advice.
She is my biggest cheerleader and has
supported me unconditionally when I
have been faced with challenges.

meetSaleem

S A L E E M I S PAT I E N T, H A R DWO R K I N G
A N D CO N S I D E R AT E .
Saleem was born in Yemen and moved to New York at the age of two, and
has lived there ever since. He comes f rom a big family and is one of six
siblings. He is the one that his siblings turn out to for help and he is always
there in a heartbeat. Saleem is really good with kids and our 18 nieces and
nephews – whose ages range f rom 2 years old to 16 years old – adore him.
Whether he is teaching them magic tricks, playing basketball or tutoring
them, he is patient, supportive and fun. I am conf ident he will be an
incredible father.
Saleem is an engineer and it shows in his love of working with his hands.
He is always taking on projects around the house and teaching himself
new skills like carpentry, electrical, and home automations. He is levelheaded and practical, and always has balanced views and opinions. He is
extremely intelligent, knows a lot about many different subjects and I am
always learning f rom him.

Saleem is not only my husband
but he is my best f riend.
He takes exceptional care of me by
always supporting me, listening to me
and lifting me up. He is considerate
and thoughtful and lovingly does the
little things that mean so much to me
like having dinner ready when I come
home late f rom work.

saleem's

favorites

PL AYI N G B A S K E T B A L L
IN A LOCAL LEAGUE
NEW YORK KNICKS
AND GIANTS GAMES
BEACHES
PL AYI N G WI T H O U R
TWO CATS
ACTION MOVIES
H I K I N G N ATU R E T R A I LS
NEAR OUR HOME
MUSIC

welcome
to
our
home
OUR SPLIT-LEVEL HOME HAS THREE
B E D R O O M S , A PL AYR O O M A N D LOTS O F
WI N D OWS T H AT L E T I N N ATU R A L L I G H T.

Since we moved into our home three years ago, we have really enjoyed
renovating it to make it cozy, warm and welcoming. We have already
gotten our baby room ready and it is our favorite room in the house. Our
backyard is lush and green with lots of space for kids to run around. In
the summer, we love spending time in our patio enjoying the sunshine,
reading and barbequing.

We live in
a historic
district
that is
friendly,
diverse
and safe.
Our neighborhood is walkable
and has lots of green space.
It is beautiful year-round but we
especially love the cherry blossoms
in the summer and the rich colors
in the fall. There is a playground,
tennis court and even a little library
right by our house. The parents in
our neighborhood are always
willing to support each other
and we love that they frequently
arrange gatherings so that the
kids can spend time together.

ourcats
We have two cats, Malek and Maya. Saleem rescued
Malek eight years ago. He loves cuddles, looking
out the window, treats, and naps. Maya joined
the family two years ago and she surprised us by
having three incredibly cute kittens four months
after we brought her home. Luckily, we were able
to f ind the kittens loving homes.
Malek and Maya are best f riends and they are very
social. Our nieces and nephews love to come over
to play with them.

Community
Like our neighborhood, our
community is diverse.
We live a short distance f rom the downtown area and are fortunate to
have restaurants with food f rom across the world. We are close to the public
library, parks and the farmer’s market. We have a street fair every summer
with food, entertainment and crafts. Since moving to New Rochelle, we have
loved doing the annual Turkey Trot during Thanksgiving with our f riends.
During Ramadan, we go to the local mosque in our neighborhood.
We are fortunate to live close to family whom we visit every weekend. We
have good f riends that we explore restaurants with every month. We are also
blessed to have many f riends visit us f rom out of town. Giving back to our
community is important to both of us. We are involved in our neighborhood
association and have also volunteered during the local elections

W E L O V E H O S T I N G O U R F A M I LY A N D F R I E N D S !

special events

Our most memorable event was our

housewarming party when we were blessed to have our entire family together.
We also love having theme parties and our roaring 20's party, afternoon high
tea and paint night were amongst our most successful. We like to make our
get-togethers memorable and special for the kids in our family and they loved
it when we organized an ice cream truck and cotton candy machine for one of
our holiday celebrations.

Never lose hope,

my heart. Miracles dwell
in the invisible.
// RUMI //

ourtravels
WE LOVE TA K I N G A DVE N TU R E S !

We love being by the water – California, Hawaii and Bermuda have become
some of our favorite vacation spots! One of our most memorable trips was
our honeymoon in Hawaii where every day we saw wildlife like whales, seals
and giant turtles. We love learning about different cultures, their histories
and trying new food. After every trip, we not only come back with a few
extra pounds but with new experiences and memories. It has become our
tradition to bring back art for our home f rom every place we travel to. We
want to share our love of traveling with our future family when they are the
right age and can’t wait to explore new places together!

our

promises
We promise to always give our best.

We promise to parent with love, patience, and forgiveness.
We promise to be present and to always listen to them.
We promise to ensure their well-being, health and safety.
We promise to provide a peaceful, loving and safe home.
We promise to provide them with a great education and support their
decision of who and what they want to be.
We promise to give them every opportunity to become well-rounded,
compassionate and caring.
We promise to teach them to celebrate diversity and respect
different perspectives.
We promise to be great examples and role models.
We promise to encourage, empower and believe in them.
We promise to cultivate curiosity and imagination.
We promise to encourage them to dream big and to help to
make their dreams possible.
We promise to be committed to the openness of our adoption.
We promise to continually share the story of you and how your
profound love and bravery made us a family.
We promise to always let them know how they are loved by you,
us, and our families.
All our love,

TABASSUM

and S A L E E M

