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Hi!!

 Thank you 
for taking the time to take a peek at our book. 



We are Stacy and Joe, 
AND WE ARE WRITING TO YOU FROM OUR ROOFTOP PATIO, OVERLOOKING THE CITY 

SKYLINE IN CHICAGO. BELOW US IS THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD WE CALL HOME 

WITH OUR TWO SNUGGLY PUGS GORDIE AND OLLIE. 

We hope you enjoy getting to know a little 

bit about us, and we look forward to 

learning about you too! We can never 

know what you’re going through or how you’re feeling 

as you make this choice, but we wish you nothing but 

the best as you go through this journey. 

Even before we were engaged, we knew we wanted to 

be parents. Stacy bravely brought this up to Joe when 

we had only been dating for 6 weeks! Not easily scared 

off, we had a discussion about our hopes for the future, 

and knew we wanted a life filled with fun, adventure, 

and to build a loving family to share that with. We 

have always known that adoption would be part of 

that story. After years of struggling with infertility and 

multiple miscarriages, we decided to make adoption 

our priority.



and what makes us tick 

We connected deeply by sharing our love of travel, watching our 

favorite sports team face off, our quest to find the best french 

fries, spending time with friends, and being able to laugh with 

each other as much as possible. We were married in 2015 in 

Vermont with our closest friends and family. 

 How we Met 
WE MET ONLINE AND HAD OUR FIRST DATE IN 2012. STACY DESCRIBES IT AS THE BEST 

FIRST DATE ANYONE HAS EVER HAD. JOE TEASED STACY MERCILESSLY DURING A 

GAME OF SKEEBALL AND THE REST IS HISTORY. 



Raising a practicing 

Jewish family is 

important to us. Joe 

was not Jewish when he 

and Stacy met, and Stacy 

explained to him how 

important having a Jewish 

home was to her. Joe 

decided that the best way 

that he could be fully a part 

of that was to convert. 

We have been active in 

our synagogue community 

and are excited to share 

our holiday traditions, 

and Friday night Shabbat 

celebrations including 

baking, a big family meal, 

and lots of singing, to our 

future child. 

Something very 
important to us

JUDAISM TEACHES THE IMPORTANCE 

OF FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND SERVICE, 

VALUES WE CHERISH DEEPLY. 

GETTING READY TO CELEBRATE 
THE FIRST NIGHT OF HANNUKAH

STACY AND HER SIBLINGS CELEBRATING  
OUR WEDDING WITH HER DAD



Meet 
Stacy



When we first met, Stacy was running youth 

programs at a local Synagogue, so I got to 

see her around children of all ages at an 

unusually early part of our relationship. Watching her 

soothe a 6 year old’s tantrum, turn on a dime, then 

trade wits with high schoolers in the next moment made 

me see how loving, strong, and committed she was to 

those she cares about. The lasting relationships she’s 

forged with that community, going even still today, are a 

testament to that.

In our own life, Stacy makes me laugh like nobody ever 

has and pushes me to try new places, new flavors, new 

things. We’ve taken that to the Caribbean, to Europe, to 

Yellowstone, and back again. I know my life wouldn’t be 

as fulfilling, rich, and colorful as it is now without her, and 

I cannot wait to build it even further together by sharing 

our love with a child. Stacy learned to do a great funny 

fish face soothing those 6 year olds, so I have no doubt 

she’s ready for what’s next.

• Place to take a Child: Lincoln Park Zoo

• Lunch Box Snack: Chips Ahoy 

• Winter Activity: Ice Skating outside

• Children's Book: Harold and the Purple Crayon

• Ice Cream Flavor: Mint Chocolate Chip

• Dream Job: Pastry Chef

• Hobby: Painting and Writing

• Vacation Spot: Anywhere on the beach 

a few of my

Favorite Things

what joe is excited to 
share about stacy

Introducing Stacy

STACY WON ALL 

THE STUFFED 

ANIMALS IN 

SANTA MONICA



I remember standing on the train platform talking to my 

mother after Joe and my first date. "I don't know Mom," 

I told her. "I think I'm going to marry this guy." His sense 

of humor and charming and outgoing nature were what first 

attracted me to him. His smile lights up a room. And the more 

I got to know him, the more I learned he is the kindest and 

most genuine person I've ever met. It wasn't hard to fall in 

love with him.  

Joe has a huge heart. He's not afraid to be goofy or look silly, 

and you can see that from the way he interacts with all the 

kids in our lives. He will play, and laugh, and even be a jungle 

gym for them to climb on (he's very tall, so this works!) Joe 

LOVES to sing. He's even tried out a few songs on me he says 

he can't wait to sing our children as he puts them to sleep. He 

cares deeply for the people he loves. I know that he is going 

to be great dad. 

a few of my

Favorite Things

what stacy is excited to 
share about joe

Introducing Joe

• Place to Take a Child: Planetarium

• Musical Artist: REM

• Children's Book: The Lorax

• Historical Figure to Meet: Teddy Roosevelt

• Dessert: Cannoli

• Vacation Spot: Jamaica

• Something You Collect: Vinyl Records

• Hobbies: Singing in Choir

SOMETIMES JOE LOOKS 

JUST LIKE BUZZ LIGHTYEAR



Meet 
Joe

JOE PAINTING SUPER MARIO 

BOWLS FOR A CHARITY



We live in a family friendly neighborhood with a big park across the street where we love to walk our dogs, 

and look forward to taking our kids to play! Chicago is a fantastic, multicultural city with tons to offer. Our 

favorite neighborhood activity is our Sunday trips to the Farmer's Market just a few blocks away. Not only 

is it a great place to chat with people from our neighborhood, but there are tons of family friendly activities as well. 

We also love going to museums, the zoo (Stacy loves hippos and Joe is a polar bear fan), and going on walks in our 

neighborhood to get ice cream no matter the season (never too cold for ice cream!)

Our home is a spacious place for our dogs to run around, and hopefully soon chase children. We have tons of big 

windows and light, good city views, and a big, comfy couch for family movie nights. 

We have two loveable pugs, Gordie and Ollie. 

They absolutely adore people, and especially 

kids. They cannot wait to have a little brother 

or sister to play with! 

we 

absolutely

love

living in

chicago!

Where we Call Home

A FAVORITE STOP FOR ICE CREAM

our sweet pups,

Gordie & Ollie

OUR BIG COUCH FOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHTS 
AND PLAYING WITH OUR DOGS

OUR KITCHEN

MEET OLLIE AND GORDIE

NAP TIME

AT A LOCAL PARK WITH FAMILY



joe’s family:Joe's entire family lives in Boston 

including his mom, brother, cousins, aunts & uncles, and Granny. 

We travel to Boston at least once a year. We love going to the 

beaches in New Hampshire and all the great outdoor activities 

we can do while exploring Lake Winnepesaukee. We love 

going swimming and having bbqs with Joe's cousins, and know 

they are excited to have a little cousin to teach how to play 

pool basketball. Even though Joe converted and we practice 

Judaism, we cherish our small Christmas morning celebrations 

with Joe's immediate family.

stacy’s family:Most of Stacy's family lives in 

Chicago. We are grateful to be just one mile away from her 

brother and sister-in-law so we can have lots of doggie play 

dates, and patio dinners out with the pups. Her mom and dad 

live close by and we are able to see them both often. Stacy and 

her mom love baking together and going to art festivals, and we 

love going to see the Blackhawks and White Sox with her dad. 

We never miss an Elvis night with fireworks! Her aunts, uncles, 

and cousins are all nearby, and love having big family dinners. 

Her sister lives in LA with her husband and their son, Cy. We 

are so lucky to be able to visit them and soak up the fabulous 

California sun and dip our toes in the ocean. Cy cannot wait to 

have a cousin to play with! 

Meet our Loving Family

in our family,

love abounds!!

A BEAUTIFUL BIRTHDAY MEAL FOR STACY’S MOTHER
STACY AND HER SIBLINGS ALWAYS 

KNOW HOW TO KEEP THINGS FUN!

JOE AND HIS MOM

JOE AND OUR 

NEPHEW TAKE 

A WALK IN 

VENICE BEACH



We are so grateful to you for considering us 

to raise your child. Whatever your decision, 

we wish the wisdom and courage to make 

the best choice for you. Please know that we will forever 

honor you and the relationship we all cultivate, to 

whatever degree you’re comfortable, as we help your 

child understand their story.

We hope you have learned a little bit more about us. We 

can promise you that our home will always be one filled 

with unconditional love and lots of laughter. We promise 

to give your child every opportunity for adventure and 

exploration, to give them the support they need to 

discover who they are and what they are passionate 

about, and to teach them to be good, kind, honest, and 

to care for others with their whole heart. We know life will 

not always be easy, but our home will always be a safe 

and loving place filled with joy. 

Thank you, and with our love,   Stacy and Joe

thank you, again, for getting to know us.

Thank
You!!


