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We live in a quaint little neighborhood 

with tree-lined streets, parks, and 

lots of green spaces just outside of 

Denver, Colorado.

W E  A R E  S A M  &  S H AW N ,

a loving and joyful couple happily 
married since 2015.

THANKS FOR GETTING TO KNOW US!

Hello!



We met in the 
Spring of 2013.

New to Denver and hoping 

to meet some new people, 

Sam joined a kickball league. 

Serendipitously, Shawn also 

joined the same kickball 

league to meet new people, 

and was randomly assigned to 

Sam’s team! There was instant 

chemistry that quickly grew 

into a wonderful friendship. 

When we were together, there 

was no pressure about what to 

talk about, how to act, or how 

We are extremely excited to 
be on this path to adoption. 
After several years of failed 

fertility treatments, our hope 

to become parents has always 

remained constant. With every 

unexpected twist and turn 

along our path, our dream of 

being parents has been the 

guiding light. We believe that 

there is so much promise for 

the future and that raising a 

child with compassion, grace, 

and love will contribute to  

that reality.

Our Story

to impress one another. Shawn 

asked Sam on their first date 

and we became inseparable. We 

were engaged just over a year 

later and were married in 2015. 

The wedding was filled with 

all the things we love most- 

close family, friends, laughter 

and macaroni and cheese! Still 
best friends today, we have a 
standing Friday morning coffee 
date and genuinely enjoy each 
other’s daily company. 

US ON HALLOWEEN

WE LOVE THE CU BUFFS

US IN CHILE

ON THE BEACH IN 
FLORIDA



About 
Sam
“The first time 
I met Sam, I 
instantly felt like 
I’d known her for 
a long time.”

B Y  S H AW N

ENJOYING A DAY AT THE LAKE

What drew me to her initially was her easy-
going nature. She immediately connected 
with my family, and they instantly embraced 
her as well. At our first Thanksgiving 
together, after only dating for about 2 
months, she already had inside jokes and 
family-like rapport with everyone. This 
meant a lot to me, as family connections 
are something I value most in life. She fits in 
seamlessly with each and every member, as 
though she was always one of us.



whether it’s relocating a 

spider found in the car or 

humanely trapping and 

relocating a mouse. 

 

Sam’s non-traditonal family 

and upbringing, gave her a 

unique strength and awareness 

of the rest of the world. 

Throughout all her 

trials, she’s never turned 

to excuses or blamed 

circumstances. Sam’s always 

had a clear idea of who she 

is and what she expects of 

herself. She has always known 

the life she wanted, and never 

let hurdles or challenges sway 

her from those visions and 

goals. She started her own 

marketing company a few 

years ago and loves having a 

flexible schedule, and working 

remotely from home or at the 

local coffee shop. 

 

Sam will be a truly unique 
mother, her parenting style 
will be amazing to watch.  

She will not follow a template, 

or simply adhere to the “how 

to” books. Rather, she will use 

her eclectic past to her benefit 

and be an extraordinary mother. 

Her compassion for those close 

to her, easy going personality, 

and her “quirkiness”will shine 

through in motherhood. I have 

no doubt that she will mother 

with the fire and compassion 

that has made her the person 

she is today.

D E S S E R T  /  Funfetti cake

M U S I C  /  Dave Matthews Band

VA C AT I O N  S P O T  /  Pacific 
Northwest Coast, or really 
anywhere near the ocean!

A N I M A L  /  Penguins and Polar 
Bears, it’s my dream to see both 

in person in the wild

D R E A M  J O B  /  Author

S E A S O N A L  A C T I V I T Y  /  
I LOVE Christmas movies! I 

watch all the classics every year!

H O B B I E S  /  Traveling, 
listening to live music, 
reading, and getting  
coffee with friends

A few of Sam’s  
Favorites

M O R E  B Y  S H AW N

SAM 
CAMPING

STOP TO SMELL 
THE FLOWERS

She has always 
had a special 
love and 
respect for all 
living things,

READING NOOK WHERE  
I SPEND AFTERNOONS



About 
Shawn
“Shawn is the 
kindest, biggest 
hearted human I 
have ever met.”

B Y  S A M

He is incredibly thoughtful, affectionate, and warm. When 
he is around those he loves most, he will do anything to 
protect and support them. He often surprises me with 
flowers for no reason and love notes about how much 
he appreciates me. When we first started dating, he 
had to work late one night, so he ordered my favorite 
meal from one local restaurant, my favorite dessert from 
another, and left me a “scavenger hunt”. It even included 
a bracelet that I had previously lost (he hunted down the 
original maker and had it specially made for me!). From 
the moment I met Shawn I knew I could count on him, and 
that he would always love me unconditionally. I’m truly so 
grateful to have him as my partner.

CLASSIC SHAWN



D E S S E R T  /  Sam’s mom’s 
homemade brownies

M U S I C  /  Pearl Jam

VA C AT I O N  S P O T  /  Seal 
Beach California

A N I M A L  /  Lions, going to 
Africa is on top of my bucket list

D R E A M  J O B  /  Fighter  
jet pilot

S E A S O N A L  A C T I V I T Y  /  
Baseball game on  
a summer night

A C C E S S O R Y  /  
Rockies baseball hat

A few of Shawn’s  
Favorites

M O R E  B Y  S A M

SHAWN IS THE 
FIRE MASTER

CUTTING DOWN 
OUR CHRISTMAS 
TREE

All things 
outdoors feed 
Shawn’s soul - 
camping, hiking, 
backpacking, 
skiing.

The mountains surrounding 
Colorado, allow him to follow this 

passion. A meaningful part of his 

childhood was spent “off the beaten path” in the Colorado 

wilderness. He also grew up playing and loving any sport 

accessible to him, often with a team of three, consisting of him 

and his two brothers. To this day, Shawn loves watching and 

cheering on all Colorado sports teams, specifically the Broncos, 

Rockies and CU Buffs. 

 

After graduation, Shawn moved to New Zealand, where he 

worked with a rain forest restoration organization and lived in 

a mud hut completely off the grid (no power or running water). 

In 2011, he moved back to Denver, where he started his own 

real estate development company. He enjoys the challenge, 

stimulating relationships, and flexibility that it affords him. 

 

I cannot wait to see him as a dad. I can just imagine him 
teaching our child how to throw a ball and how to ride a bike. 
He has wanted to be a dad his entire life.



HIGHLAND’S SQUARE MAIN STREET NEAR OUR HOUSE

Home
Our

We live in Denver’s backyard  
in Wheat Ridge, Colorado.

We moved here 6 years ago and can’t imagine living anywhere else. Our 
neighborhood is filled with individuals at various stages in life, from young couples 
just starting families, to elders who have lived in the neighborhood for decades. We 
love to hang out and socialize with our neighbors. Our neighborhood feels special to 
us because it has an urban atmosphere, but still has easy access to the mountains. 
We are within walking distance to several parks, coffee shops, and restaurants.



Downtown Denver is a five minute drive away, 

where we often meet friends, have date nights, 

or catch a Rockies game. We are regulars at our 

Sunday farmer’s market and love to attend Summer 

Concerts in the Park and the annual Highland’s 

Square Street Fair.

 

Since the mountains are such a huge part of our 

lives, we love that we can get to our favorite hiking 

and camping spots in less than an hour. During the 

summer months, we are in the mountains practically 

every week. Even in the snowy winter we enjoy 

skiing and an occasional snow hike.

HIGHLAND’S SQUARE MAIN STREET NEAR OUR HOUSE

Meet Molly

Our dog Molly was adopted from 
Mexico. We met her for the first time 
at the international gate of the Denver 
Airport. She was very sick when she 
first arrived, but made a full recovery 
after a week at the vet and lots of hugs 
and snuggles. She’s been our happy, 
healthy, pup companion ever since! 
We take her everywhere, since she is 
such is an integral part of our family. 
She loves spending time around others, 
sunbathing in our yard, taking long 
walks around our neighborhood, and 
Pup Cups from Starbucks.  
 
We don’t know her exact birthday so we 
celebrate it every year on Valentine’s 
Day with a trip to Petco and a special 
dog treat! She is a spirited, sweet, and 
soulful pup that loves everyone and if 
you ask around, the feeling is mutual!

WE LOVE TO 
GO CAMPING



SAM WITH HER SISTER WITH SAM’S STEP BROTHER & DADALL OF THE TWINS!

Shawn grew up in a family of six. He has a 

twin brother and two older siblings. All four 

were born within four years of each other, 

so they were naturally very close from the 

beginning! Shawn’s parents have been 

married for almost 45 years and live about 

30 miles outside Denver. They are known to 

their grandchildren as Mimi and Poppi and 

are a focal point for the entire extended 

family. Most holidays, as well as countless 

random weekends, are spent at their house. 

3 of the 4 siblings have migrated back to 

Colorado. Shawn’s twin brother had his own 
twins about three years ago with his wife. 

Shawn also has another niece and nephew 

who live in California with his older sister 

and visit Colorado often. Growing up, Sam 
was primarily raised by her father, but as 
an adult has fostered a close relationship 
with both of her parents. Sam’s parents 

live in Florida, where we visit often. Her 

dad is remarried, and our child will be their 

first grandchild! Sam’s mom visits us a 

couple of times a year, and we love having 

her. Sam also has a younger sister that  
she is extremely close to, even though  
she lives in Georgia with her husband  
and children. 

SHAWN’S FAMILY

Our 
Village



WITH SAM’S STEP BROTHER & DAD

Holidays & Traditions

Sam loves holidays and Shawn loves traditions, so naturally 
this turns in to a mutual love of celebrating life’s milestones 
and holidays! Our favorite time of year is Thanksgiving 
because we have so many old and new traditions as a 
family. Sam’s mom usually visits from Florida and we all 
have a big family Thanksgiving dinner at Shawn’s parents' 
home. All of Shawn’s siblings and their families join, along 
with some close friends. After our big turkey dinner, we 
all cram together on the floor and couch to watch Home 
Alone. The following day we head to the mountains to 
cut down our own Christmas tree and bring it back to our 
home to decorate. With Christmas movies playing in the 
background, we eat homemade chili — our signature way 
to mark the beginning of the Christmas Season! 

OUR CHRISTMAS TREE

SAM & HER NEPHEW (HER SISTER’S SON)SHAWN AND HIS SIBLINGS

NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 
WITH FRIENDS

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE 
CUTTING WITH SAM’S MOM



but from the bottom of our hearts, we can 

offer you our promise. We promise: To show 

your child unconditional love and act out of 

that love every day. To guide and protect your 

child with safe boundaries but also plenty of 

room to blossom and explore life. To ensure 

they always feel safe, both physically and 

emotionally. To teach your child about love, 

compassion, tolerance for others, and how 

We know how hard it is to get to know 
someone completely with words alone,

In Closing

to show grace. To encourage and allow 

them to discover who they are, what 

they love, and what brings them to life! 

To share their story about how they 

came into this world and became part 

of our family, and the sacrifice you made 

in giving us the opportunity to love your 

child. To embrace and celebrate our 

child’s heritage and whatever culture 

or background they come from. Thank 

you for taking the time to “meet us” and 

learn about who we are! 


