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w a i t  t o  r e t u r n
t h e  f a v o r !



As we write this, we don’t know the circumstances surrounding your pregnancy; we
don’t know what you are thinking or feeling, the emotions that you are walking
through and we don’t know what kind of support or care you are getting. But we
want you to know that since we’ve started this process, we have been praying for
you and your child. The prayers include you and your child's health and that you
have wisdom and peace during this time. No matter what you decide, we respect
and admire the love you have for your baby and your desire to do what is best for
both of you.

Kate has always had a heart for adoption. Growing up, her family was involved in
foster care and she saw firsthand how families can be built through adoption. Once
we were married, we knew this was how we wanted to grow our family. We’re so
excited to be on this adoption journey!

hello!

Joe & Katie

it's nice to meet you





From Joe: We met each other a few times in college. After I graduated, Kate’s mom
invited me over for dinner because they enjoyed entertaining people. Being a
single guy, I didn’t even hesitate at the invitation for a home cooked meal! At the
time, I was very happy being single and even had plans to go to the Czech
Republic to play football. When we started hanging out to watch college football,
it didn’t take me long to realize Kate was different than any girl I had met before.
We quickly fell in love and I gave up on leaving to play football in Europe so we
could start our lives together. Six months later I asked her to marry me!

From Kate: Our wedding was so special. We were surrounded by so many of our
family and friends and we made sure it was personal. My dad walked me down the
aisle and performed the ceremony. It was so sweet and at one point, my dad got
teary so I stepped up and gave him a kiss on the cheek. He knew he would
probably get teary so he wrote his whole message in a letter to us. To this day we
have the letter and treasure it. After the ceremony we spent time talking with our
friends and family, enjoying a good jazz band and food. It was a wonderful day
and one that we will cherish forever. 

We’ve been married now for almost 16 years!

storyour



joe
my husband

Joe is incredibly committed, honest, peaceful, and kind. He has a strength of character;
doesn’t give up and has a deep sense of integrity. He also balances all of this with his easy
going and playful personality and a great sense of humor. When life gets complicated, he is
a really good listener and discerning in his responses. He loves God and has been faithful in
his faith walk. He is a strong partner and team player. 

Joe will be a great father! He’s a natural with kids and so comfortable playing with children.
He is always willing to invest time into our nieces and nephews; he will stop what he is doing
when they want to play. He enjoys reading books, running around the yard, and working on
puzzles with them. I know he will be completely committed to the care and nurturing of his
little one. 



My friends would describe me as steady, thoughtful, engaging, loyal and a subtle sense of
humor. I know when to have fun, but am also there when life gets difficult. 



kate
my wife

Kate is deeply loyal and has a tender heart. She cares for the people around her and has the
kind of personality that draws people to her. She loves to laugh; even at her own jokes! She is
incredibly resilient and even when life gets hard she continues to stay positive. She is a
student by nature and is constantly learning about new things or how to better herself. She is
serious about living a healthy lifestyle by making healthy eating choices and staying active
whether it is preparing for a triathlon or going to a CrossFit class. She is not afraid of new
challenges and wants to live life generously. She is incredibly smart and is one of the hardest
workers I know. She is very supportive and encouraging and loves God and her family
deeply.

Kate is such a natural with children. She is always so playful and welcoming to them; even if a
kid is shy she has a way of opening them up with a laugh or a smile.  I think she is going to be
an amazing Mom! She will be warm and tender and make the effort to learn our child’s
personality so they feel loved and valued. She enjoys reading books, solving puzzles, and
spending time outside. I am very confident in her care, love, and commitment to our child.    



M y  f r i e n d s  d e s c r i b e  m e  a s
g e n u i n e ,  h o n e s t ,

r e l a t a b l e ,  t h o u g h t f u l .
g o o d  l i s t e n e r ,  a  t e a m
p l a y e r ,  r e s p e c t f u l  o f

o t h e r s ,  a n d  l o y a l .  
 



I work in a finance department as a revenue analyst. My company is friendly-friendly and I have a very
flexible work environment with the ability to work from home or be in the office. Once the baby arrives,
our plan for child care is a daycare that is close to our home. My mom will also be providing care during
the week. We will also pursue a Montessori school because we value the education, resources, and play
that these schools provide. 

I love spending time with my family. When not with family, I enjoy working out, specifically going
CrossFit, hiking/backpacking/camping, gardening, reading a good book, getting coffee with friends,
sitting by a campfire on a cool fall night, and running around with my pups. 

 
My prayer for my child is that they would grow up with a deep sense of individual sense of worth,

centered on the love from their family, and their faith would define their decisions and choices that they
make in their lives. That they are compassionate individuals who make a difference in their world.

kate
more about



I work as a financial advisor; I help families and small businesses make wise financial decisions. It’s a very
rewarding career because I can make a positive impact on so many families and their future generations.
One big advantage of my career is flexibility which allows me to have a greater work/life balance and to
invest in my family. 

Fitness is an important part of my life. I have been a member of a CrossFit gym for about 7 years and I go
several times per week. The workouts are pretty tough, but I am always reminded that the most
rewarding things in life come through hard work. I also value the community my gym provides, we are all
in different life stages together, but always support each other no matter the fitness level. 
 
I also love golfing and fishing. Each year my dad, sister and I go to Canada for a fishing trip. We catch a
lot of fish, but it’s also very refreshing to be out in the woods and to unplug from the world. I also enjoy
listening to podcasts. Podcasts have helped to fill my curiosity by helping me grow in my knowledge as
well as grow in empathy with others.

My prayer is for our child to grow in a sense of confidence in who they are.

.

joe
more about



We enjoy spending time with each other, family, our dogs and friends. When we aren’t spending time
with people in our life. We like to go to CrossFit together, go for walks, explore new places, go hiking, eat
at taco restaurants, go to various sporting events like college football and hockey games and relax at
home.

We like to take vacations and have been to various places in Colorado, Arizona, Florida, and Michigan. We
also go to Maine, where Kate’s family goes every year, and California, where we have family. In Maine
where we spend time with family, swim and read a book by the lake, relax in the woods, and spend time
by the ocean. When we visit family in California it is always fun to go for sunset walks along the beach,
spend time at Kate’s grandma's house and hiking in the mountains. We also like to take vacations to
places we’ve never been to. We feel like we learn so much about people, cultures, and places when we
travel. It’s important to experience those things because it shows us how big the world is, how
different all the people are, and gives us a greater appreciation for all God has created. 

We have two golden retrievers, Tommy and Kit. They are really good with children. When we visit family,
they are surrounded by our niece and nephews (which means they get numerous treats, especially from
my nephew!). He loves to give our treats and throw them a ball. 

together
our life





 traditionsour

Birthdays aren’t just about the presents or the decorating. It’s about the person and when we gather for
each other's birthday, which we usually celebrate with our extended family, we go around the dinner
table and share 1 or 2 things that we have observed about the person, what we love about that person, or
give them a birthday wish for the upcoming year. 

Holidays are also a great time. We are very close to our parents, nieces, and nephews so we always go
home for the Holidays. Christmas is probably our favorite time to go home and spend time with the
whole family. We always kick off the Christmas festivities by going to the Christmas Eve service at
church. Once we get home, we have dinner and then sit around the Christmas tree where we open
stockings, hang the ornaments on the tree, and Kate’s dad reads “Twas the Night Before Christmas.”



On Christmas day the traditions continue. We always have a special breakfast and read the nativity story
together. We play Christmas bingo to decide who opens a present first and continue playing until we
have our present opening order set. The presents are opened one at a time and the morning by the
Christmas tree lingers into early afternoon. Once the presents have been opened, the family takes time
to explore their gifts more, put together a puzzle, and take naps. Around dinner time, we gather around
the dining room table. Where we conclude our Christmas festivities. It really is a special two days of
cherished family moments, good food, and time of reflection on what Christ has done for us.

We can’t wait to bring a child to these special moments with the family! We’ll also create our own
moments at home. We’ll have presents around the Christmas tree. We’ll decorate the house for birthdays.
We’ll create our own moments mixed in with the bigger family moments. 



kate's
extended family

Kate’s parents, Alan and Susan, live in Wisconsin and have been married for 38 years. Kate has three
younger sisters. Amanda, who lives in California, is married to Scott and they have one daughter, Alder (1).
Allison, lives in Wisconsin, is married to Tommy and they have three kids: Ivy (6), Greyson (4) and Parker
(2 months). Shelby lives in California close to Amanda, Scott, and Adler which is great for when we go to
visit because we get to see everyone.



joe's
extended family

Joe’s parents, Roger and Barb, have been married for 50 years. His sister, Kelley works as a nurse and is
so excited to become an aunt! We see each other several times throughout the year including holidays
and other special events. They spend Winters in Arizona or Florida so we enjoy visiting them for a warm
and sunny trip.

We are blessed to share a close relationship with our extended family and they are always supportive.
Our families are thrilled we’re adopting and can’t wait for a baby to join the family.



home
and our community

Our home has three bedrooms and two and a half bathrooms. We have a fenced-in backyard that is a
great space for spending time outside, playing on a swing set, chasing the pups around, and relaxing.

The school district we live in is one of the top in the state. If a public school isn't the best fit for a child
there are a lot of educational opportunities to explore within a few miles of our home. We ultimately
want what’s best for our child in grade school and beyond. We will provide any support we can to help
them succeed. There are also a lot of activities for families and children to get involved in. If a child is
interested in sports - there are youth hockey teams, football teams, gymnastics, dance, swimming, and
triathlons. The local children’s museum and university offer special educational programming. There are
family friendly events downtown including farmers market, picnics, concerts. Our local church also
offers activities such as movie nights, vacation bible school, and youth trips. The options and
opportunities are endless. It’s the perfect place to raise a family!





hopes & dreams
for our future

We would like to continue to travel whether that’s exploring the mountains, going to beaches, or
spending time with family. One goal we have is to go on a backpacking trip every year. Backpacking is an
incredible experience to see beautiful, remote areas where the air is crisp and the stars shine so bright at
night. One place we would love to travel to is Switzerland; those mountains are breathtaking!

We attend an evangelical church and it is a church we are involved in as well. We want our children to
know that they are deeply loved and accepted by their God and by us. God has created them
intentionally and has a real purpose for their lives; there was no accident or mistake. 

Our church has such a strong community and there are so many great programs for children. Outside of
programs, we have grown friendships with families who have young kids and some of them are families
with kids who have been adopted. It is such a great feeling to have that kind of community to bring a
child into where they can feel loved and can build friendships with other kids who are adopted as well.
This is especially comforting to us knowing that our child will have an environment where being adopted
is normal and he can just focus on being a kid. 

We want to teach our child to know God, be humble, treat others the way they would want to be treated,
work towards leaving a positive legacy, work hard and show respect to others. 

OUR FAMILY VALUES:

Trust, honesty, & courage
 

Compassion, respect, & responsibility
 

Family, health, & education



“ I ' v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l
f o r g e t  w h a t  y o u  s a i d ,  p e o p l e
w i l l  f o r g e t  w h a t  y o u  d i d ,  b u t
p e o p l e  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  h o w

y o u  m a d e  t h e m  f e e l . "

-  M a y a  A n g e l o u





thank you
before you go...

We can promise, if you choose us to parent your baby, we will love,
nurture, and care for them with everything we have. Your love and
commitment towards them will always be a part of our family’s story. We
will work hard to learn who this little baby is through every stage of life
by listening to them, observing them in different situations, taking the
time to talk with them, encouraging them, and letting them try different
things. We will take the time to get to know them, respect them, and love
them for who they are and work to support them in all of life’s
adventures. At the end of the day, we want this child to feel deeply loved.

Your child isn’t just joining our home, they are joining a much larger,
absolutely amazing family. Our parents, siblings, uncle, aunts, nieces,
nephews, grandparents, and cousins are all excited about loving your
little one. Our goal will always be for them to feel so incredibly loved,
cared for and supported.
 
We want you to know that your love will be something that will stay with
our family for a lifetime. We will be committed to praying for your future
and what’s ahead for you in the years to come. 

Joe & Kate



" N o w  t o  H i m  w h o  i s
a b l e  t o  d o

i m m e a s u r a b l y  m o r e
t h a n  a l l  w e  a s k  o r

i m a g i n e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
H i s  p o w e r  t h a t  i s  a t

w o r k  w i t h i n  u s ,  t o
H i m  b e  g l o r y  i n  t h e

c h u r c h  a n d  i n  C h r i s t
J e s u s  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  f o r  e v e r
a n d  e v e r !  A m e n . ”

 
-  E p h e s i a n s  3 : 2 0


