
Steve & Malissa



Hello! FROM MICHIGAN



We have always dreamed of having 
a big family and knew we wanted 

adoption to be a part of that journey. After 
learning that it would be too risky for us 
to have any more biological children, we 
knew the time was right for us to adopt. 
We love being parents and watching our 
kids grow and develop into the people 
they are meant to be. We are thrilled to 
add to our family through adoption. Family 
time is so important to us, from story time 
each night, to family vacations, we are excited 
to expand our traditions and routines to 
include your child. 

We would love to have this adoption be as 
open as you are comfortable with. Thank you 
for taking the time to get a glimpse of our 
family, we are looking forward to getting to 
know you!

We met at a church group at Eastern Michigan 
University in 2011 and became friends. After a 
snow storm and a burst water main stopped Malissa 
from closing on her first house, we went to dinner 
and found a way to laugh about it. We sat in the 
restaurant and watched the snow pile up outside well 
into the evening. That evening ended up being our 
first date. 10 years, 5 houses, 3 cats, and 3 kids later, 
we are the happiest we've ever been.

WE LIVE ON THE NORTH 
END OF ANN ARBOR, 

MICHIGAN WITH OUR 
THREE SONS, IGGY, 

ROWAN, AND REMY. 

Steve & 
Malissa

WE ARE

—How we met —

S
M

On a date night at
Hilton Head Island We love to explore other cultures 

through their food



Meet
Malissa

A FEW OF
Malissa’s Favorites 

ACCESSORY: My hooded hair dryer

“Malissa is warm, 
welcoming, and 
always willing to 
go out of her way 

to help a friend 
in need.” 

Malissa finds airbnb’s with 
indoor pools for us to enjoy



When I first met Malissa, I could tell she was 
passionate about caring for the people around 

her. She is an amazing wife who is always focused on 
our needs. 

We have a great relationship built on trust, 
empathy, and open communication. I love how she 
can take one look at me and know exactly how I’m 
feeling and how we can have an honest discussion 
about sensitive topics. 

Malissa loves to create. Whether it’s sewing, 
scrapbooking, photography, or trying a new recipe 
in the kitchen, she’s always able to express herself 
through her creativity. 

She loves to be active outside and has loved camping 
and hiking since she was a kid. Malissa has definitely 
passed on the love of the outdoors to our kids, who 
are always so excited to go camping, swimming, or 
even out for a walk.

CHILDREN'S BOOK: Silly LullabySilly Lullaby- 
Sandra Boyton

SEASONAL: Camping

VACATION SPOT: Anywhere with a 
pool or beach

PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD: Disney

SPORTS TEAM: Red Wings Hockey

LUNCH BOX SNACK: Popcorn

HOBBIES: Learning to style  
my curly hair, sewing,  
scrapbooking, and  
holiday decorating

Malissa is a strong and compassionate 
mother, and our kids adore her. She always 
finds little ways to show our boys how loved 
they are. From finding them the perfect 
birthday gift to a special treat in their lunches 
to special one-on-one time together, she 
never stops building a bond with each one of 
our boys. Malissa loves being a mom and is so 
excited to have a tiny baby again! 

—THOUGHTS FROM STEVE —

Malissa loves 
coming up with 

different recipes to 
cook over the fire



Meet
Steve

“Steve naturally 
knows how to 
interact with 
kids; he loves 

being a dad and 
cannot wait to 

snuggle with our 
future baby.” 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT: Guitar and 
Piano

CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT: Coffee

LANGUAGES:: Learning Japanese

SEASONAL ACTIVITY: Ice Skating

HOBBY: Board games

PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD: Children's 
museum or science center

DESSERT: S'mores

FAVORITE CHILDREN’S BOOK: Dragons Dragons 
Love Tacos Love Tacos 

A FEW OF
Steve’s Favorites 

Steve has played piano since 4th 
grade - enjoys the classics

At the top of Wills Tower 
in Chicago



STEVE ALWAYS SAYS WE ARE “RICH” BECAUSE OF ALL THE WONDERFUL 
PEOPLE WE HAVE IN OUR LIFE. That sums up his personality well. He has a way of seeing 

the good in everyone and every situation. He is dedicated to his family and puts us before everything else! 
Steve is always ready to tell corny dad jokes and is quick with a sassy comeback; I love his sense of humor. 

—THOUGHTS FROM MALISSA —

Steve is my best friend, 
and we have a solid marriage that 
grows stronger daily. We have 
always been able to ask questions, 
share our feelings and give honest 
feedback on how we handled a 
situation with our kids. Growing 
up, I was not encouraged to ask 
questions about things I did not 
understand. Steve respects my 

desire to learn more, which has 
led to deep conversations that, 
in turn, have made us both better 
people. 

Steve is an incredible dad  who 
never ceases to amaze me with 
how in tune he is with our kids 
and their needs. He creates games 
and activities to play with the 

kids and loves spending time with 
them. 

Steve is passionate about science 
and technology   and finds fun 
ways to share that passion with 
our kids, like playing Minecraft, 
repairing the Roomba, 3D printing 
a new toy, or building a computer. 

Steve enjoys 3D printing



In spring, the trees start to blossom, and our family 
can be found grilling in our back yard, playing at 
a neighborhood park, or watching a storm roll in 
through our bay window. We visit the Detroit Zoo  
and Meijer Gardens while the weather is mild. 

In summer, as it heats up, we usually walk down 
to the community pool to swim and maybe buy an 
ice cream. We stroll through the annual art fair, and 
spend evenings at the summer festival. On the hottest 
days we stay inside in our family room to play games 
and watch movies together. 

As the leaves change in fall, the kids head back to 
school, which is a five-minute walk from our door. 
We hike neighborhood nature trails, head to apple 
orchards and pumpkin patches, and decorate  
for Halloween. 

Once the snow falls in winter, we walk to our skating 
pond, the sledding hill, or to the backyard to make 
snowmen. We come back inside and warm up with a 
cup of hot chocolate by the fireplace. On the coldest 
days, we set up a climbing gym or indoor bounce 
castle in our family room to burn off energy. As 
Christmas nears, we bundle up to see light displays at 
the Detroit Zoo and Greenfield Village.

— THERE IS SO MUCH TO DO YEAR ROUND— 

WE LIVE IN ANN ARBOR, MI 
A DIVERSE, WELCOMING, AND WALKABLE COMMUNITY. 

We spend a lot of time doing crafts together
Steve and Rowan 

sledding at a local park

Swingset in 
our back yard

Playing “Trouble”

Where we call home



Ignatius "Iggy" is our energetic 
and outgoing 7 year old. Iggy  
is over the moon excited to 
add a new baby to our family 
but is secretly wishing for a 
sister! Iggy loves to build and 
create the next best "Robot 
2000", He is always building 
creative new things and is 
incredibly artistic. 

Ruadhan "Rowan" is our funny 
and cuddly 5 year old. Rowan is 
"impatiently waiting" for another 
sibling, he is excited to show 
the baby our home. Rowan is a 
collector of stuffed animals and 
blankets and anything soft. Rowan 
loves to play with trucks and cars, 
but also, loves to sit down for a 
tea party.

Remington "Remy" is our sweet 
and wild 2 year old. Remy 
loves babies and is so excited 
when he sees one, he would 
be overjoyed to have a baby 
join our family. Remy LOVES 
going for walks, whether hes 
walking along side us or in his 
stroller and he never forgets 
to bring his snack. 

WE HAVE THREE FRIENDLY AND CUDDLY INDOOR CATS. 
Leela is an all black Short Hair who has been with Malissa (and then the rest of 
us) for 15 years. She is calm and empathetic, when someone in our family is  
sick she will not leave their side until they feel better. 

Zorro and Zoey are Long Hairs from the same litter who have been with us for 
10 years. They are curious, energetic, and great with the kids. At night they 
often can be found curled up at the foot of our older two boys beds.

Meet the Big Brothers To-Be

Our Pets



Malissa’s family all live close by. We see 
them regularly and get together every few 

months at Malissa’s parent's (Grandma 
and Papa) house, to have Malissa’s 
Grandma visit with all of us and see 
her great-grandkids. We spend a lot of 
time with Malissa’s brother Mark, sister 

Sandra, Sandra’s husband Dave, and 
their two kids, William and Julia (9 and 

7). We vacation with them each summer to 
different places around MI.  

Malissa has a large extended family with 
over 30 aunts and uncles and is very close 
with her cousins; we camp twice a summer 
with many of them. Malissa, her sister, 
and their cousins are very close and plan a 
“Cousin Day” once a month where we find 
a fun place to take our kids and then go 
out to lunch. Every Christmas, our kids and 
their cousins all dress in matching jammies 
for our big holiday party, one year, even the 
grownups got in on it.

Steve’s parents (Nana & Grandpa) are 

about 90 minutes away, just blocks from 
Lake Huron. We take day trips to see them 
and his older brother, Allan, once a month. 
Steve comes from a small extended family, 
some who live in Canada. We are very close 
to Steve's Uncle Dave and Aunt Debbie (Pop 
Pop & Mimi) and their kids and grandkids. 
We all meet every June for a week-long 
vacation in Hilton Head Island, SC. 

Meet our
Family

Cousin’s Christmas jammies

Remy with 
Uncle Mark

Our boys with Aunt Kim and cousins on Hilton Head Island

Steve’s dad’s side of the family



Each year before Christmas we 
all work together to put up the 
tree and hang ornaments, and 
every family member gets a 
new one. We love telling our 
kids the memories that our 
childhood ornaments bring. 

Christmas Eve is an all day 
family party, we eat crêpes for 
breakfast, play board games, 
watch movies, do a puzzle, and 
bake cookies for Santa. 

Before bed the kids each get to 
open a special gift of Christmas 
PJ's and a Christmas book. 

Showing our 
kids how 

magical holidays 
can be is very 

important to us. 

Family
Traditions

Cousins enjoying a family summer vacation 
together

Malissa’s sister and family

Remy with cousins Haddy and Bea



If you select us we promise to love your child unconditionally, help them to discover who they truly are, and to 
teach them to stand up for what they believe in. Iggy, Rowan and Remy promise to be loving and protective 

big brothers. We would love for your child to have the opportunity to get to know you as they grow, if you are 
comfortable with that, we would be excited to have you as part of our extended family as well.

Regardless of the decision you make, we truly hope that your journey all goes well.

Steve and Malissa

WE ARE GRATEFUL THAT YOU TOOK THE TIME 
TO READ ABOUT OUR FAMILY!

 Our Heartfelt Thank You
S

M


